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AROUND THE WORLD 


S Tokyo is butjan hour by train 
from Yokohama, I decided to 
make my headquarters in the 
latter city and make day trips to 
Tokyo. It might be a little puz- 

zling to a stranger asking fora ticket 
to Tokyo to receive, as 1 did, a ticket 
to Shimbasi but, as I was landed ata 
station called Hiranuma for Yokohama, 
I concluded Shimbasi was all right for 
Tokyo. The ticket seller at Yokohama 
spoke some English and a_ station 
porter in European costume with a red 
cap, who showed me toa seat in the 
train, also understood a little, sol got 
on very well atthe Yokohamaend of 
the line. But the facilities at the Tokyo 
end are not quite so good. You are re- 
ferred to the inquiry office, where a 
comical mortal dispenses misinforma- 
tion in broken English. 

The first thing that impresses one 
about Tokyo, especially if he be some- 
what pressed for time,isthe great ex- 
tent of the city and the time it takes to 
go from placeto place. Only the last 
evening of my stay there did 1 solve 
the question of locomotion satisfac- 
torily by having a ricksha with two 
runners tandem. The front man pulled 
by a rope attached to a strap around his 
body. The two men whirled me along 
ata rattling pace through narrow streets 
and around corners in a way that would 
not have suited a nervous person. I 
rather enjoyed the excitement, though I 
wondered if the occupant of the ricksha 
would be arrested, as well as the run- 
ners, in case we ran over any one, 
which seemed a very probable contin- 
gency. 

My first call in Tokyo was at the 
American embassy. I found the build- 
ing in a somewhat torn-up condition 
undergoing repairs, and the garden was 
all dug up, preparatory to being laid 
out more handsomely. Minister Gris- 
com had not returned from Nikko, 
whither the diplomats hie them in sum- 
mer, but his assistant, Mr. Miller, kind- 
ly put me in the way of meeting some 
of the Japanese 1 wished tosee. The 
embassy is pleasantly situated on high 
ground, not far from the Imperial 
palace. On the way to itI passeda 
bakeshop which sports an English 
sign, of which I took a snap-shot. One 
sees a number of English signs in 
Tokyo. Usually the English is a little 
lame. The English in the bakery sign 
is rather above the average, though 
there would appear to be a hiatus in the 
wording. I have often wondered wheth- 
er the sign that | saw on a milk cart, 
viz.,‘*Perash Milk’’ was intended to 
signify fresh milk. I did not take time 
to visit any of the sights of Tokyo but 
in going around on business bent passed 
many attractive spots and lingered long 
enough to photograph some of them. 

In the Hibiya, or New park,I saw 
a pond with a handsome fountain. 
Around the sides of the pond are at- 
tractive rustic arbors, where Japanese 
loungers were chatting and whiling 
away time. A curious old tree at the 
farther side of the pond attracted my 
attention from its massive trunk and its 
diminutive branches. There are sev- 
eral parks in Tokyo but I did not see 
any of the others. Atleast not from 
within, though I passed by the outer 
wallof the Imperial garden to which 
the public has access. The Imperial 
palace is situated in the center of the 
100 square miles that are supposed to 
constitute the areaof Tokyo. It ison 
the site of the former Shogun’s castle. 
The Shogun was the general who, till 
1868, was the acting head of the Japan- 
ese government. In that year the Sho- 
gun Yoshinobu abdicated and the Mi- 
kado, from being a powerless figure- 
head, residing at Kyoto, came to be the 
ruler in fact as well asinname. The 
emperor then moved to Yedo which was 
soon afterwards rechristened Tokyo, 
meaning the eastern capital. ‘The Dai- 
myos, or feudal retainers of the Sho- 
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guns, were formerly required to spend 
several months each year in Yedo 
where they had mansions of pictur- 
esaue style. But under the new order 
of things, most of these old buildings 
in Tokyo have heen pulled down and 
replaced by buildings in European 
style. 

The building in the Daimyo style 
here reproduced, is one on the Honcho 
dori, Yokohama. It was erected by a 
Japanese merchant, Mr. Kahei Masuda, 
who went to Yokohama about 1868, 
when that place began to grow. Mr. 
Masuda has now retired from active 
business but the firm is continued by 
his son, Masuzo Masuda, at the same 
place. The portrait of the old gentle- 
man here reproduced, is_ interesting 
both as representing a Japanese type 
of the higher class and also as showing 
the rapidly-disappearing native cos- 
tume. The outer garment is called the 
haori. The decorations worked on it 
show the family crest. The lighter gar- 
ment under the haori is the kimono. 

Whether the moat and wall that sur- 
round the [mperial palace and gardens 
are arelic of the old Shogun days, the 
same as the forts in Tokyo bay, I know 
not; but certain it is that a broad 
moat and a wall that looks about 20 ft 
high, encircle the palace grounds. ‘The 
accompanying illustration shows a 
point of the Imperial gardens where 
some particularly fine trees spread 
their branches far out beyond the wall 
and over the moat. 

An interesting glimpse of Japanese 
funeral customs was afforded to me one 
day in Tokyo when a funeral procession 
chanced to pass by. First came ten men 
marching two abreast and bearing aloft 
banners on which were inscribed the 
name of the deceased. Then came 
mourners in rickshas. Next came the 
coffin, a very different article from the 
heavy Chinese coffin. This one was 
made of light-colored wood not painted 
nor stained. It had a conical top, some- 
thing after the fashion of a pagoda. 
This was carried by several bearers. 
Then came more mourners in rickshas 
and so the procession passed along car- 
rying the body to its last resting place. 

Tokyo is not free from earthquakes, 
though it has been some time since any 
great damage was done here by an 
earthquake. Owing to the knowledge 
that earthquakes are not unusual, I was 
rather surprised to find such heavy and 
elaborate buildings as, for instance, the 
Bank of Japan and some of the public 
buildings. These have been construct- 
ed with special care to withstand earth- 
quakes, hut, as they have not yet been 
put tothe test, who knows how they will 
fare when the next seismic disturbance 
occurs? 

One large building that I visited in 
Tokyo was that of the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, or Japanese Mail Steamship Co. 
The headquarters of this company are 
in Tokyo, where a force of some 137 
men is employed in keeping the ac- 
counts and attending to all the details 
of the management of the extensive 
business of the company which now 
has a fleet of 78 steamers running to 
pretty much all parts of the world. I 
think this steamship enterprise is one 
of the most remarkable signs of the 
new life that has come to Japan of 
recent years. The United States, not- 
withstanding all its wealth and its rec- 
ord of successful shipping enterprises 
in the past, has not today a steamship 
company whose operations compare in 
scope with those of the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. This is a humiliating admis- 
sion to make but such is the case. 
Moreover, what is worse, where Ameri- 
can vessels are available, passengers 
often take Japanese ships for choice 
because of better food and better serv- 
ice. 

The first steamers of the N. Y. K., as 
I shall style the Nippon Y usen Kaisha, 
were .built in England, mostly on the 
Tyne. But the Japanese now have the 
pride and satisfaction of sending out 
ships from their own dockyards., The 
Aki Maru, the largest ship of the fleet 
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was turned out from the Mitsubushi 
Dock Co.’s works at Nagasaki. Sheis 
a twin-screw ship of some 6,500 tons 
and runson the American line of the 
company, being one of six ships that 
maintain a fortnightly service between 
Hongkong, Shanghai and Seattle. This 
northerly route is a favorite one with 
those who do not desire particularly to 
visit Honolulu as it is shorter and 
cooler than the route via Honolulu. 
The Aki Maru began torunin March, 
1903. She has very superior passenger 
accommodation, a feature of her ar- 
rangement being the number of cabins 
on the upper and bridge decks. 

Of the Australian service of the N. Y. 
K. I have already spoken in connection 
with my trip up from Sydney to Hong- 
kong, when 1 had such a pleasant pas- 
sage on the Yawatta Maru. In this 
service there are four steamers that 
maintain sailings at intervals of four 
weeks. The Yawatta happens to be 
the smallest ship on this run and yet 1 
found her very comfortable. A new 
steamer, the Nikko of 5,600 tons, is now 
building at Nagasaki and will be em- 
ployed in this service on completion. 
The Kumano, which is now the largest 
steamer of the company on this run is 
fitted with a device called Stewart’s 
thermoning tank. This is designed for 
heating or cooling cabins as may be re- 
quired. I do not recall having met this 
or any similar device un any ocean 
steamer on which I have travelled. The 
time from Melbourne, the starting point 
of the steamers, to Yokohama is 36 
days, which will give an idea of the 
distance traversed. Two stops are 
made between Hongkong and Yoko- 
hama, viz., at Nagasaki and at Kobe. 

In addition to these extensive serv- 
ices, the N. Y. K. also has aline from 
Yokohama to London and Antwerp, 
calling at Shanghai, Hongkong, the 
Straits settlements, Colombo, Port 
Said and Marseilles. Fortnightly sail- 
ings are made by 12 twin-screw steam- 
ers under mail contract with the Im- 


perial Japanese government. These 
vessels are all of 6,000 tons or over. 
This is the longest run undertaken 
by any ships of the line, the time 
between London and Yokohama be- 
ing 60 days. The first-class fare is 
£55 from London to Yokohama. 

Another service maintained by the 
N. Y. K. is that between Yokohama 
and Bombay, this run taking 33 
days. A separate weekly service is 
also maintained between Yokohama 
and Shanghai. In addition there is 
a fortnightly service from Kobe to 
Viadivostok and a number of local 
and coasting services, which I 
need not enumerate as enough has 
been said to show what an extensive 
organization the N. Y. K. is. I had 
often heard in a vague way of the 
Japanese line, but until I came to 
the Orient I had no conception of the 
extent of the undertaking and I im- 
agine it will come as a revelation to 
the greater part of my readers as 
well. The Seattle line of the N. Y. 
K. works in connection with the 
Great Northern railway and cheap 
round-the-world tickets are issued. 

An interesting and comprehensive 
handbook is issued by the N. Y. K. 
which would almost serve as a guide to 
Japan, and no doubt copies of this 
handbook can be had free of charge on 
application at any of the company’s 
agencies. I heard the sound of print- 
ing presses at work in the basement of 
the N. Y. K. building and on inquiring 
what this was I found that they run 
their own printing works to get out their 
handbooks and other printed matter, 
which I thought was certainly up to 
date and a fair example of the enter- 
prise with which all departments of 
the business are conducted. 

Unfortunately the president of the 
company was absent and I did not have 
the pleasure of meeting him, but I had 
a pleasant interview with 
Mr. Nagachiyo Yamamura 
of the passenger depart- 
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ment. He said that they have some 
new lines in contemplation in addi- 
tion to those now operated. The fin- 
ancial results of the company I un- 
derstand are quite satisfactory to the 
shareholders. I have devoted con- 
siderable space to the N. Y.K. be- 
cause I think the fact that the Jap- 
anese are able to organize and oper- 
ate successfully a line of this ex- 
tent is the most striking proof that 
can be given of the enterprise of the 
Japanese. If we compare their large 
navy and mercantile marine serv- 
ices with the almost total absence of 
either navy or mercantile foreign 
shipping of their neighbor, China, 
the contrast is indeed sriking. As 
far as I know there is only onesmall 
line of steamers, the China Mer- 
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spring and winter wheat are raised 
in all parts of Japan. Around Tokyo 
winter wheat is chiefly grown. In 
Hokaido, where land is not so valuable 
as in the more settled districts, the 
farmers are content with one crop a 
year and here the foreign varieties of 
wheat have done well. In 1902 the 
acreage planted in wheat in Hokaido 
was 6,283 cho, or about 15,700 acres. 
Even in sparsely-settled Hokaido, 
land is worth from $40 to $60 per acre. 
In the more settled parts of Japan it is 
worth from $160 to $200 gold per acre, 
In view of these prices it is easy to see 
why there are no large farms in Japan 
and why the land is made to yield the 
utmost possible. In Hokaido no fertil- 
izers are used, but elsewhere their use 
is general. The wheat yield of Hokaido 
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chants, flying the Chinese fiag and ply- 
ing to foreign ports, while since the 
Japanese war the Chinese navy has 
been entirely insignificant. 

Among the officials whom 1 met in 
Tokyo was Mr. Sako, director of the 
bureau of agriculture. Mr. Sako told 
me that there are a number of agricul- 
tural schools in the different prefec- 
tures of Japan and there are also travel- 
ling instructors who go about giving 
lectures, very much as Professor 'Towar 
does in South Australia. Mr. Sato 
says that the native varieties of wheat 
are not very good and that no foreign 
variety has as yet been found that is 
satisfactory to the farmers who want a 
kind that ripens quickly so that they 
can get another crop off the land the 
same year. The chief product of Japan 
is silk, tea coming next. 

In the northern province 
Hokaido, spring wheat is 
mostly raised though both 


in 1902 was 58,427 koku. The koku is the 
standard weight of Japan andI have 
great respect for it as it is the same all 
over Japan and is not illusive and mis- 
leading by its vagaries like the English 
quarter or the Chinese picul. Formerly 
indeed, incomes in Japan were estimat- 
ed at so many kokus of rice. The koku 
is about five bushels so that the total 
yield of wheat in Hokaido last year was 
292,135 bus or about 19% bus per acre. 
The total wheat acreage for all Japan, 
as given me by Mr. Sato, in 1902, was 
1,192,440 acres and the yield 19,533,345 
bus. The district around Tokyo is the 
chief wheat-growing country and there 
are two or three flour mills of small 
capacity in the vicinity of Tokyo, but I 
did not have time to visit them. The 
Nippon Flour Mill Co., of about 250 
bbis daily capacity is being enlarged 
and equipped with Nordyke & Marmon 
Co. machinery. The Yokohama agents 
(Continued on page 1443.) 
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TSERE is little that can be said about 
the flour market except that it has been 
dull and of the usual holiday character 
when mills curtail their output and 
buyers will not take more flour than 
actual necessity demands because of 
the first of the year stock-taking and a 
desire to see what will develop with the 
beginning of another active period in 
the market. The possibility of a rup- 
ture between Japan and Russia has had 
avery perceptible effect on the wheat 
market and apparently has helped the 
sale of fiour intended for export to the 
Orient though not to the exaggerated 
extent currently reported. In the north- 
west the mills greatly curtailed their 
output last week and the figures repre- 
senting the outturn of flour in both the 
northwest and at milling centers else- 
where show a decrease of about 150,000 
bbls compared with the figures for the 
corresponding period a year ago. Near- 
ly all mills report small trade, little or 
no foreign business and lack of ship- 
ping directions. A considerable re- 
vival of trade following the holiday 
season, is looked for in most quarters. 


THERE is little variation in thecables 
received today by the Northwestern 
Miller from the United Kingdom and 
Holland markets. Each reports a very 
quiet demand for flour, with small if 
any change in prices from those of a 
week ago. The holiday season hinders 
business, explains the situation con- 
cisely and accurately. 

* 


* a 

ANNO domini 1904 will have made its 
appearance before another issue of the 
Northwestern Miller; a new year bring- 
ing in its burden of cares and happiness, 
its load of sorrows and joys. As we 
linger, reluctant, over the last few hours 
of the passing year, loth to let them go 
into the history of things departed, we 
cast our thoughts backward over the 
twelve months that are gone and recall 
their trials and triumphs, resting fora 
moment at another milestone in life’s 
journey. Time mellows even now into 
tolerant unimportance the disappoint- 
ments which we felt so keenly but a few 
months back, and in the mirage of 
days departed rises magnified the in- 
cidents that gave us pleasure. The pain 
is dulled by time, while the happiness 
is accented by memory. We think of 
the old friends who came with us along 
the pathway of life and are thankful 
that they are still within the grasp of the 
human hand. Of those who have 
dropped by the wayside and are with us 
no more, we speak kindly and tenderly, 
forgetting their faults and remembering 
only their virtues. Our chief regret is 
that we did not make more of them while 
they were yet where the helpful word 
could reach them. 


AFTER all, when all is said and done, 
and the year has gone as a tale that is 
told, like the other years that have pre- 
ceded it, our net gain, as we reckon up 
the score at the bottom of the column, is 
not expressed in the increase of wealth 
nor does our net loss lie in its shrink- 
age. The man who measures his year 
by the size of his bank balance isa poor 
thing indeed. He is passing along a 
beautiful and intensely interesting 
road, with views of charming loveliness 
on either hand and a sky above fairand 
full of promise, but he is keeping his 
poor eyes fixed on the dull ground be- 
neath him, seeing nothing beyond his 
narrow vision. He hears no music in 
the woods about him, for he is deaf; he 
feels no thrill of being, for he is dumb. 
At the end of the road he will have his 
hands and pockets full of the fancied 
treasure he gathered from the earth he 
trod; and when he examines his once 
glittering accumulation in the glorious 
and brilliant sunshine which dazzles 
his eyes as his pathway opens into the 
vast beyond, lo! his poor treasure crum- 
bles into worthless dust which only bur- 
dens his steps and drags him down- 
ward. 

“What he gave, he has; 
What he spent, he had; 
What he left, he lost.” 


Except for the good one can do with 
it while he is yet journeying in a land 
where the treasure he has picked up 


passes current, the wealth the years 
bring is valueless. Strange it is that 
so many astute men, otherwise sane, 
who know well that their money will 
perish with them, still persist in drag- 
ging an increasing load until they pass 
into the other country, where it is no 
longer potent to benefit them and is 
exchangeable for nothing save hope- 
less regret. The gain or loss of the 
year must be measured in something 
else than money or the books have been 
ill-kept. The Things Remembered con- 
stitute the assets and the liabilities 
which are worth going over at the close 
to strike a balance. 


On the debit, if we be honest, we put 
down the vicious acts of the year; the 
meannesses, little and big; the un- 
kindnesses; the petty hatreds encour- 


aged; the ill-word, undeserved, but 
spoken in season; the neglected 
chances; the narrow judgment; the 


swift and censorious words, sting- 
ing as they fell; the unclean thought; 
the harsh act. ‘To the credit, we pass a 
few kindly deeds; a few strong and 
good thoughts promptly acted upon; 
some hours devoted to innocent good- 
fellowship; a friendly lift to one or two 
fellow-travellers who had lost heart; 
a trivial charity, extended without so- 
licitation and without ostentation; a 
few days, out of the long year, when we 
paused in the struggle of life, to look 
upon the clear sky, breathe the fresh, 
clean air and thank God in our hearts 
for the mere pleasure and privilege of 
living in His goodly world. Then, if 
may be, we can finish with a single op- 
portunity, seized as itcame, to do some- 
thing worth while, we are fortunate in- 
deed. Few can doas much and with the 
best the score is but unsatisfactory. 
Small wonder that such trial balances 
are seldom made and that we go on from 
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year to year shirking an annual account 
of stock. 


As for the Northwestern Miller itself, 
it reviews the passing year with satis- 
faction; 1903 brought it more prosperity 
than it had any right to hope for and it 
is grateful for the measure of good for- 
tune which cametoit during the twelve- 
month gone. Its enemies have been few 
and such as it feels rather proud of; its 
friends have been many and constant 
and staunch and it has added to them. 
It feels that it has gained ground on its 
chosen way and is encouraged to per- 
severe. Above all, itis filled with appre- 
ciation and gratitude, when it recalls 
the innumerable occasions when sin- 
cere good-will was manifested toward it 
by those whose confidence and trust it 
values above all other possessions. It 
feels that the years as they go serve but 
to strengthen the bond between its 
friends and itself and it looks forward 
to the months to come as affording other 
and many opportunities to serve the 
cause for which it stands. With the co- 
operation and backing of those who 
have so unreservedly shown their belief 
in it, it presses forward, ready and eager 
to be of use, to doits share and to attain 
a higher plane of effectiveness. So it 
will go on; an institution, outliving 
those who to day direct its movements, 
surviving those who are now atits helm, 
gaining strength and power with the 
passage of time, just as long as its 
standards remain worthy of perpetua- 
tion and the industry it strives to fitly 
represent continues to exist. 


For the American miller, the year 
that is going was full of contrast. It 
opened unpromisingly, a serial story of 
unprofitable grinding and disheartening 
effort. The months went by but they 
brought no lightening to the cloud 
which covered the trade. Milling in 
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boch soll er leben! 
bocb soll er leben! 
Dreimal hoch! 
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America reached the very sub-cellar of 
despondency and gloom during 1903, but 
the leaven of good was working and 
came at last to be felt and realized. 
The era of prosperity in which every in- 
dustry save milling had shared showed 
signs of coming to an end; the stock 
gamblers of New York, the trust-pro- 
moters, the bloated and over-rich specu- 
lators reached their limit of ostentatious 
splendor, and the reaction fortunately 
set in before the nation was completely 
demoralized and stampeded from legiti- 
mate standards of living. Coincident 
with this, strangely enough, came the 
dawn of better times for legitimate 
manufacturers not subject to the disas- 
trous manipulation of Wall street. 


THE great convention of millers in 
Detroit showed an undercurrent of hope- 
fulness which rushed onward and be- 
came a few months later a _ tide 
of better times for the flour-maker. 
A policy of mutual confidence and 
co-operation came _ opportunely' to 
the trade’s help. Millers took heart. 
There were troubles to overcome— 
important among them an_ ill-ad- 
vised strike of mill operatives which 
put back the progress of organized mill 
labor ten years and undid all the good 
that had been accomplished the year be- 
fore. But all things worked to the ulti- 
mate good of the trade and the last few 
months of the year have witnessed the 
rise of the milling business to some- 
thing like its old-time prosperity. 
Moderation and sound common sense 
have marked the course of the American 
miller on this crop year and 1903, which 
came in with gloom and foreboding, 
passes out with cheerfulness and hope. 
The millers have learned much from 
adversity and they are thankful to have 
emerged into a pleasanter atmosphere. 
There is no reason why the new year 
should not bring a large measure of 
prosperity to the American milling in- 
dustry and if the same sound judgment 
and good sense are used that are now be- 
ing shown by the millers, 1904 will bea 
good year for those who make flour, 
which remains still the cheapest as well 
as the best food which is on the market. 


So to close this long and prosy old 
year talk, to turn our faces from the old 
to the new; from the setting to the ris- 
ing sun. Let us go forth manfully and 
with hope and confidence into the un- 
known path which leads us through an- 
other year. Some of us who read these 
lines will not be here when the roll call 
of another year is sounded, but if not, 
then let us all the more do what we can, 
while we can and still not be afraid. 
To quote the poet: 

“We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, 
not breaths; 

In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 

We should count time by heart-throbs. He 
most lives 

Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the 


best 
* 


* 7 


THE Official estimate of the wheat 
crop of Manitoba, which has recently 
been issued by the department of agri- 
culture, gives a body blow to the argu- 
ment of those who have been contend- 
ing that Britain is now safe in depend- 
ing for her wheat upon her own re- 
sources and those of her colonies and 
especially Canada. For twoyears west- 
ern Canada has had enormous crops 
and, in consequence, some of the more 
sanguine believers in the Chamberlain 
fiscal policy have been doing a propor- 
tionate amount of boasting as to the 
ability of the Dominion to feed the old 
country. 


A REMARK Of Mr. James J. Hill, 
made not more than a few weeks 
ago, aroused a storm of protest and 
criticism from the Canadian journals; 
yet, in the face of the official returns, it 
proves to have been a very astute ob- 
servation and perilously close tothe 
truth. He said that the Canadian north- 
west was a little too near the place 
where Sir John Franklin was mislaid 
to be counted upon as a certain wheat 
producer. British statesmen who are 
reiying upon the wheat resources of the 
Dominion to make Britain independent 
of the United States will rub their poor 
heads ruefully over these figures and 
even the most sanguine believers in the 
future possibilities of Canadian wheat 
fields will be inclined to modify their 
views and admit with reluctance that it 
is too soon to predict with any degree of 
certainty what they can be depended 
upon to bring forth. 


In 1901, the wheat crop of Manitoba 
was 50 million bushels, with a yield of 
25 bushels to the acre. The next year, 
the crop was 53 million bushels and the 
yield 26 bushels to the acre. Thereupon 
the international grain trade went daft 
on the possibilities of the newly-opened 
wheat fields of the Canadian northwest. 
Canadian statesmen ‘'swelled wisibly”’ 
and spoke patronizingly of the United 
States and her crop of wheat. Mr, 
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Chamberlain, who prides himself on 
his thorough knowledge of the resources 
of the colonies, heard of the great do- 
ings in the Canadian northwest and 
launched a fiscal policy fundamentally 
based on its wheat-producing capacity; 
easily ascertained by simply multiply- 
ing the number of acres in the vast ter- 
ritory by the advertised yield to the 
acre. 


THE result proved, beyond a doubt, 
that in an incredibly short time, just 
as soon, in fact, as the country was 
ready to accept the Chamberlain pro- 
posal, Canada would raise enough 
wheat to keep the people of Britain well 
fed without asking odds of the beastly 
Yankees. There were a number of very 
shrewd Canadian millers who depended 
on the actual wheat crop and not upon 
the newspaper reports for their raw ma- 
terial with which to operate their mills 
and these were not misled a particle by 
the advertisments; they knew the limits 
of the territory within which their 
wheat could be grown and were not san- 
guine of having more wheat than they 
could ultimately assimilate; however, 
in the din and clamor of the shouters 
these conservative, practical men of 
business were ignored and passed over. 


THIS year, just at the time when Mr. 
Chamberlain needed a demonstration 
from Manitoba to help out his argu- 
ment, just as the throbbing statesmen 
of the Dominion were ready to burst 
with the importance of their country’s 
grand destiny as the world’s newest and 
greatest food purveyor and the Canadian 
newspapers had all but split them- 
selves with boasting over the great, the 
unparalleled, the unspeakably mon- 
strous crop of the Northwest Territories, 
there was alull. All stood awaiting the 
word from the harvest fields which was 
to electrify the world; triumphantly 
vindicate the statesmen; carry Mr. 
Chamberlain through in a whirlwind of 
victory and revolutionize the breadstuff 
trade of two continents. It came, but 
not with the sound of the trumpet and 
the loud rolling of the drum. 


A FAINT pipe came from the fields of 
Manitoba, the mighty. The harvest was 
over and the grain was measured. With 
an increased wheat area of over 400 
thousand acres, Manitoba has produced 
a wheat crop of 40 million bushels; 10 
million bushels less than the crop of 1901 
and 13 million bushels less than last 
year. The yield has been reduced from 
26 bushels to the acre in 1902 to about 16 
bushels. Moreover, more than 58 per 
cent of the crop has been marketed by 
the farmers of Manitoba, and, as yet, no 
one has realized that there was —. 
thing doing in Canadian grain. If 
Manitoba shipped her entire crop of 
wheat to the United Kingdom this year 
it would feed the people of that country 
just about sixty days. There is a divin- 
ity that shapes our ends and, while the 
result of this year’s wheat crop in Man- 
itoba is a disappointment to the people 
of that province and a great shock to 
the statesmen and newspapers it is as 
well for the masses of Great Britain 
that they should receive a practical 
demonstration of what might happen if 
they followed Mr. Chamberlain’s advice 
and depended entirely upon the sup- 
plies from the provinces rather than, 
as heretofore, on what the wide world 
has to offer them. 








GALLEGO MILL BURNED 


NEw YorK City, Dec. 30.—[Special 
Telegram. |—The Gallego mill at Rich- 
mond, Va., burned Dec. 27. The mill 
and stock area total loss; covered by 
insurance. This mill was founded in 
1798 and figured in the early history of 
this country. It was partially burned 
in 1846 and again in 1865, in the general 
conflagration which followed the cap- 
ture of the southern capital by the com- 
bined armies of the north. The mill had 
an average daily capacity of 1,500 bbls 
of flour and 1,500 bus of cornmeal. War- 
ner, Moore & Co. are the owners. 


WALTER QUACKENBUSH. 





St. Louis Millers’ Club Dinner 


St. Louris, Dec. 29.—[Special ‘Tele- 
gram.|—The annual Christmas gather- 
ing of the St. Louis Millers’ Club was 
held last night at the Mercantile Club. 
‘The attendance was large, there being 
47 members and guests present. An ex- 
cellent dinner was served, and the room 
and tables were prettily decorated with 
holly and evergreens. After dinner W. 
C. Ellis, president of the club, called 
on several of those present to make ad- 
dresses on various subjects. 

At the close of the meeting a large 
box was brought in containing a small 
present for each member, the distribu- 
tion of which caused much amusement. 
Altogether, the gathering was one of the 
most successful and enjoyable ever 
given bythe club. C.F. G. RAIKEs, 
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The Minneapolis fiour output last 
week decreased 163,575 bbls. This 
shrinkage was due to the mills shutting 
down Thursday for Christmas and re- 
maining idle until Monday. The quan- 
tity of flour turned out (week of Dec. 26) 
was 177,885 bbls, against 238,230 in 1902 
and 219,445 in 1901. 

The’ mills will grind lightly again 
this week. The most of them will ob- 
serve New Year’s by shutting down 
Thursday and not starting before Mon- 
day. This, added to stops caused by 
minor accidents, affords ground for an- 
ticipating a somewhat smaller output 
than that of last week. Therefore, 175- 
000 bbls or less are likely to be the fig- 
ures. Forthe same week a year ago, 
the output was 326,840 bbls. Dull markets, 
and the uuwillingness of buyers to fur- 
nish shipping directions on old orders, 
make millers indifferent about running. 
They are not desirous of keeping their 
mills in operation in order to sell flour 
at a sacrifice, and are following the 
common-sense plan of curtailing their 
output. 

Minneapolis mills generally experi- 
enced a very dull business last week. 
Heavily reduced as the output was, the 
mills usually sold less flour than they 
made. The domestic trade seemed in- 
diffrent to flour, and showed great re- 
luctance about even ordering out old 
purchases. However, with plenty of or- 
ders on their books, millers are not ex- 
ercising themselves over present dall 
conditions. Foreign transactions 
seemed to be confined to clears, Holland 
in one instance taking around lot. Mill- 
ers, especially from the interior, have 
these grades to offer, and it is notan 
easy matter for them to move such flour 
as freely as they would like. Mills need 
shipping directions, and_ therefore 


‘chiefly desire to sel) clear for quick 


shipment. But foreigners prefer to buy 
for deferred shipment, and that does not 
suit the miller. The newspaper story of 
the sale of 100,000 bbls of flour to Japan 
was amyth; possibly 10,000 bbls were 
so disposed of. 

Patent is quoted at $4.30@4.50 per 196 
lbs in wood f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

The range of eastern prices today 
(Dec. 29) asked by Minneapolis mills for 
patent in wood was: Boston, $4.95@5.20; 
New York rate points, $4.90@5.15; Pitts- 
burg points, $4.80@5; Baltimore, $4.80@ 
5.05; Philadelphia, $4.85@5.10; Albany, 
$4.90@5.15; Buffalo, $4.90(@5.10; Michi- 
gan, $4.55(@4.75; Iowa, Illinois and Wis- 
consin, $4.50@4.75. 

Of the 22 Minneapolis mills, 17 were 
in operation today (Tuesday) as foHows: 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill 

G. C. Christian, Christian mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., 
mills A, C, E and F. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill 

Pillsbury-Washburn Co., mills A, B, An- 
chor, Palisade afid Lincoln. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., mills A, B,C, D, 
and E, 


REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports from 35 outside north- 
western mills (outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth) with a daily capacity of 29,- 
100 bbls, show that in the week ending 
Dec. 26, they made 99,230 bbls of flour 
(representing the consumption of ap- 
proximately 447,000 bus of wheat), 
against 122,145 in the corresponding 
week of 1902. Foreign flour shipments 
inthe same week were 11,430 bbls, 
against 19,345 a year ago. 

Business with ‘‘outside mills’’ last 
week was about as dull as it could be, 
However, at holiday time, this condi- 
tion is not exceptional. The mills quite 
generally shut down over Christmas, 
and the week’s flour production was 
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heavily curtailed. To illustrate, 28 
mills with a daily capacity of 22,975 
bbls, produced only 76,615 bbls, against 
114,950 bbls for the same time in 1902. 
This is a decrease compared with the 
week of Dec 19, of 38,000 bbls. Though 
the mills had plenty of orders, they 
could not get the necessary shipping 
directions. The quantiy of flour sold 
during the week was small. Even with 
the mills idle part of the time, sales 
probably equaled only about one-quar- 
ter to one-half the output. Foreigners 
were out of the market, and practically 
no flour was sold abroad. The few bids 
received were usually 1@2s too low. 
Millers with offices in Minneapolis, re- 
port rather more interest shown since 
Saturday, and some sales. The strength 
shown by wheat and the war talk no 
doubt improved the feeling as to flour. 

The output of ‘toutside mills’’ will be 
light again this week, as with dull mar- 
kets, a good many will shut down for 
New Year’s and not start until Monday 
or later. Some of them are taking ad- 
vantage of the occasion to make repairs. 

There is a good demand for feed at 
prices quite satisfactory to millers. 
Bran is the strongest. 


A summary of the reports received 
weekly from ‘‘outside mills,” giving 
their output and exports, shows the fol- 
lowing figures, in barrels, from Sept. 
1 to Dec. 26, with comparisons: 

Average No. 
of millsre- Daily Total output, 
porting. capacity. 1903. 1902. 


$B... 006 29,545 2,584,820 2,266,235 394,075 373,255 


The following table gives the average 
weekly output and exports, in barrels, 
of the same mills: 
Average weekly Average weekly 
output, exports. 
No. mills. Capacity. 198. 192. 1903. 192 


Total exports, 
1903. 1902. 


Wer scvans 29,545 149,110 136,885 28,180 21,955 
OUTSIDE MILLS REPORTING 
Minnesota— 


Eagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
New Prague Flouring Mill Co., New Prague. 
M. T. Gunderson, Kenyon. 
W. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis. 
Seymour Carter, Hastings. 
Fergus Flour Mills Co., Fergus Falls. 
Minnesota Flour Mills Co., Stillwater. 
Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls. 
C. 8. Christensen Co., Madelia. 
New Ulm Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
Wabasha Roller Mill Co., Wabasha. 
Lanesboro Milling Co., Lanesboro. 
Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato. 
Everett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca. 
Wells Flour Milling Co., Wells. 
Winnebago Flour Mills Co.,Winnebago City. 
Dwight M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis. 
James Quirk Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Sheffield-King Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Sleepy Eye Milling Co., Sleepy Eye. 
Simmons Milling Co., Red Wing. 
L. Christian & Co., Shakopee. 
La Grange Mills, Red Wing. 
Geo. Tileston Milling Co., St. Cloud. 
Rush City Roller Mills, Rush City. 
North Dakota— 
Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore. 
Lidgerwood Mill Co., Lidgerwood. 
Missouri Valley Milling Co., Mandan. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Jamestown. 
Diamond Milling Co., Grand Forks. 
South Dakota— 
Excelsior Mill Co., Yankton. 
Aberdeen Mill Co., Aberdeen. 
lowa— 
Mystic Milling Co., Sioux City. 
Plymouth Milling Co., Le Mars. 
Shannon & Mott Co., Des Moines. 


THE YEAR AT MINNEAPOLIS 


The Minneapoliis flour output for 1903 
will be 600,000 bbls short of 1902. The fig- 
ures for the present year approximate 
15,644,000 bbls, against 16,260,105 last 
year. The shrinkage was due tothe mill 
operatives’ strike in October, the mills, 
from the effect of this event, making 
about 800,000 bbIs less than they did 
during the same time in 1902, 

The foreign business done by Minne- 
apolis mills was the smallest since 1895. 
Direct foreign shipments for the year 
were 3,100,000 bbls, or a decrease of 300,- 
000 compared with 1902, Though the out- 
put in quantity was reduced 600,000 bbls, 
less than 20 per cent of it was sold 
abroad. In other years it has varied 
from 20 to 40 per cent. Hadit not been 
for the new and comparatively large 
trade with the Orient, the figures would 
have made a considerably poorer show- 
ing. In volume, the export trade of Min- 
neapolis mills touched maximum point 
in 1900, when 5,702,000 bbls were so dis- 
posed of. ‘The decline has been mainly 
with the United Kingdom, where dis- 
criminative freight rates in favor of 
wheat have given the home millers the 
best of raw material at low cost with 
which to out compete our own millers. 
Favored as they have been by the rail- 
roads and steamship companies carry- 
ing wheat to Europe at much lower rates 
than was made on flour, the English 
millers have done a flourishing business 
in the last few years, and with increas- 
ing capacity, have cut deeply into the 
trade of northwestern mills. 
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The business of local mills for the 
calendar year covered two extremes. 
From Jan.1 to July 1, trade in flour was 
most unsatisfactory and the mills not 
making an actual loss were considered 
fortunate. Soon after July 1, there was 
a change for the better, and from Aug. 1 
up to Jan.1, the milling business was 
in a prosperous state. Outside mills 
benefited more during this period than 
did the Minneapolis mills, asin October 
the latter were severely handicapped 
by the mill operatives’ strike. 

While trade in flour is dull at the pres- 
ent time, the mills have an unusually 
large number of orders on their books 
that were taken at good prices. The 
quantity of flour in buyers’ hands is 
conceded to be small, and with millers 
much less inclined than heretofore to ac- 
cept business at a loss rather than shut 
down their plants, the new year is en- 
tered upon with a more promising out- 
look for the milling business than in a 
number of years. 

THE YEAR’S OUTPUT 

The Minneapolis flour output and di- 
rect foreign shipments for 1903, with 
comparisons, are shown below: 

FLOUR OUTPUT 


January.. 1,886,110 1,298,585 1,026,820 1,276,560 
February 1,177,860 946,105 1,050,960 1,398,550 
March 1,451 1,377,680 1,273,850 1,599,610 
April..... 1,204,215 1,801, 1,363,015 1,847, 

PR hss siek 386, 1,339,490 1,224,500 1,189,570 
JUNG..<005 1,226,480 1,047,940 1,243,880 1,110,095 
Pl | eee 1,158,755 1,245,025 1,863,050 .1,117,405 
August 1,141.260 1,337,100 1,461,480 1,188,000 
Sept’mb’r 1,130,115 1,446,805 1,276,905 1,350,345 
October... 1,287.025 1,918,155 1,720,235 1,363.230 
Nov’mb’r 1,688,520 1,661,075 1,505,025 1,091, 


661, 330 
Decemb’r*1,409,605 1,346,625 1,412,160 1,050,935 


Year.. .. 15,643,750 16,260,105 15,921,880 15,082,725 
FOREIGN FLOUR SHIPMENTS 





1903, 1902, 1901, 1900, 
bbls. bbls. bbls. bbls. 
January.. 369,405 200,91 235,815 537,570 
February. 193,610 140,120 353,730 588, 
March 384,955 317,400 421,205 554,760 
, eee 202,225 301,185 438,005 439,610 
| 219,100 242,015 805,365 845,465 
SOMO cccise 193,710 219,890 322,030 291,120 
SEF occ eas 122,625 251,065 328,185 250,820 
August.... 174,490 266,180 272,180 397,560 
Septemb’r 255,220 383,240 247,87! 380,545 
October... 292,845 414,645 433,145 267,710 
Novemb’r 415,860 9,585 320,160 298, 
December *276,620 304,265 220,260 2 


Y@Ar.:.-5 *3,100,165 3,410,405 38,897,905 4,702,485 
*One week estimated. 
OUTPUT BY CALENDAR YEARS 
The flour output and direct exports of 
Minneapolis mills by calendar years 
are shown below: 








Per 
Output, Exports, cent ex- 
bbls. bbls. ported. 
TOE .snceuntancses 15,643,750 3,100,165 19.80 
Wo vse ackcuee 16,260,105 8,410,405 20.97 
WD oe rsaacuccien 15,921,880 3,897,905 21.31 
Li NSA 15,082,725 5,702,485 37.89 
err 14,291,780 4,009,135 28.05 
Se 14,232,595 4,052,585 28.47 
RA 13,635,205 3,942,630 29.13 
ee 12,874,890 8,717,265 28.80 
.-. 10,581,635 3,080,935 29.11 
535 2,370,756 25.21 
9, 35 2,877,275 30.68 
9,750,470 8,337,205 34.22 
7,877,947 38,088,068 88.58 
6,988,830 2,107,125 30.14 
6,088,865 1,958,815 82.08 
7,056,680 2,197,540 81.14 
6,574,900 2,650,000 40.30 
6,168,000 2,288,500 37.10 
§,221,245 1,834,845 35.13 
5,317,670 1,805,875 33.22 
4,046,220 1,348,105 33.96 





LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


H. P. Gallaher, manager of the North- 
western Consolidated Milling Co., was 
in St. Louis for Christmas. 

The Phoenix mill is idle this week 
making repairs. The employees were 
remembered with turkeys on Christmas. 

Any reader possessing a copy of the 
bran pamphlet circulated by Minne- 
apolis millers about 1885, would confer 
a favor by mailing it to this office. 


The Pillsbury company carried out 
its usual plan of presenting each em- 
ployee with a Christmas turkey. ‘The 
Consolidated Milling Co. remembered 
its people in a similar manner. 

Minneapolis mills are selling flour to 
local retail grocers in assorted sacks at 
$4.40 per 196 lbs for patent, and $4.20 for 
straight. Where spot cash is paid 8c 
discount is allowed. ‘The grocers usu- 
ally add 5Uc per bbl to make the retail 
price. 

A common basis on which flour is sold 
by mills at interior points in Minnesota 
is: in straight or mixed car lots, patent, 
$4.40@4.50 per bbl in 98 and 49-lb sacks; 
Straight, $4.20@4.30; clear, $3.20@3.30. 
Yor lots of less than one car, 20c per bbl 
is usually added. 


W. H. Stokes, president of the W. H. 
Stokes Milling Co., Watertown, 8. D., 
was on ’change yesterday. Mr. Stokes 
is hardly prepared to believe that the 
South Dakota wheat crop was overesti- 
mated, holding to the belief that it ap- 
proximated 45,000,000 bus. This was 
“— the average of estimates in the 
all, 
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A souvenir being sent out to friends 
by the New Ulm (Minn.) Roller Mill 
Co., will be appreciated by the recip- 
ients. It is a large leather pocketbook, 
and being of good quality, makes an 
article that is both convenient and use- 
ful. The name of the New Ulm Roller 
Mill Co. appears upon itin becoming 
form. z 


Local millers are hopeful of getting 
cheaper coal for fuel. The Great West- 
ern road has issued a tariff, making a 
rate of $1.20 per ton on bituminous coal 
from Pennsylvania, Virginia, West V ir- 
ginia and Ohio mines to Minneapolis, 
which is a reduction of 30c. ‘There is al- 
so some prospect of independent coal 
companies becoming a factor in bring- 
ing about lower prices. 


The low price of foreign exchange has 
recently been quite a handicap to mill- 
ers in making foreign sales of flour. 
Where London exchange is frequently 
as high as $4.85 per pound sterling, it 
has lately been selling at $4.78%4@4.80. 
In May and June the price was $4.85@ 
4.85%, but since that date there has 
been a steady decline, and quotations 
reached low point at $4.78%4 on Nov. 12. 
This is the lowest price obtaining at 
least in three years. 


The Hubbard Milling Co. of Mankato, 
Minn., is sending out one of the best 
souvenirs of the season yet received 
at this office. It consists of a leath- 
er purse of first quality, and is 
something that all recipients would ap- 
preciate. This purse, of a superior 
quality as it is, indicates the tendency 
of the trade to get away from calendars, 
and when sending out mementos, to 
put enough money into the articles to 
make the receivers highly value them. 


Average prices of grain paid to farm- 
ers at country points in the northwst to- 
day (Dec. 29) based on a freight rate of 
10.2c per bu to Minneapolis on wheat, 
were as follows per bu: Wheat—No. 2. 
northern, 68c; No. 3, 60c; rejected, 52c; 
no grade, 33@45c. Flax—No. 1, 80c; re- 
jected, 75e; no grade, 70c. Oats—No. 3 
white, 28 lbs or more, 26%c; No.4 white, 
25 Ibs or more, 26c; No. 3, 25 lbs or more, 
24%c; no grade, 20% @22%c. Corn—No. 
3 shelled or ear, 28c. Barley—No. 1 feed, 
43 lbs, 24c; No. 2 feed, 40 Ibs, 2lc. Rye— 
No. 2, 38c; No. 3, 36c; rejected, 30@34c. 

The Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills 
Co., Ltd., has filed with the patent 
office as a trade-mark applying to 
‘tflour made from wheat’? the word 
‘‘Conqueror;’’ used since Oct. 10, 1903. 
The same company has also filed asa 
trade-mark for ‘‘flour made from 
wheat,’’ the representation of a female 
figure arranged on one side of the 
brand, carrying a drawn sword in one 
hand and a horn in the other raised to a 
position for blowing. A banner is sus- 
pended from the horn, and beneath the 
banner, at the left-hand side of the 
brand, representation of a filled sack 
and a flour-barrel is arranged. Used 
since Oct. 10, 1903. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


The Barber Milling Co. was among 
those giving its employees turkeys for 
Christmas. 

George Morrison, second miller of the 
Northwestern mill, was in Iowa for 
Christmas. 


B.C. Bigelow, in charge of the mill 
at Vienna, S. D., was a visitor in Min- 
neapolis over Christmas. 

C, W. Parker, expert miller for the 
Allis-Chalmers Co., and who has been 
on duty at the Washburn-Crosby mill 
in Buffalo, was in Minneapolis to spend 
Christmas. 


Enoch Stahler, an ex-Minneapolis 
head miller, is now in Washington, D. 
C., employed as a guard at the public 
printing office. The service is honorary 
more than otherwise and is reserved or 
veterans of the civil war. 


Reports from the United Kingdom are 
to the effect that the English mills have 
plenty of cheap wheat received from 
other countries than the United States, 
and that they are not only running 
strongly, but are making handsome 
profits. 

N. Sowden, who left Minneapolis in 
the fall, is now head miller of the New 
Era Milling Co. at Arkansas City, Kan- 
sas, which operates a 600-bbl mill. 
William Rector and Oliver Howe are 
under millers, and William Robinson, 
engineer. 

‘rhe Cologne (Minn.) Mill Co. will re- 
model its mill, and has awarded the 
contract for machinery to the Willford 
Mfg. Co. The list of apparatus to be 
furnished embraces 1 plansifter, 1 cen- 
trifugal reel, 2 middlings purifiers, 2 
Niagara dust collectors, and 1 scourer. 
Guettler Bros, are principals in the 
company. 

With very little millwright work go- 
ing on, an unusual number of mill- 
wrights are at present idle in Minneap- 
olis. However, a more favorable con- 


dition is hoped for after the holidays. 
Northwestern mills have spent compar- 
atively little money in the last years on 
repairs, and with trade in flour very 
quiet, they are likely to undertake more 
improvements than in other years, after 
New Year’s. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth for the week ended Saturday 
were 2,621,000 bus, against 2,844,000 in 
1902 and 2,922,000 in 1901. Stocks in pub- 
lic elevators at the same points are 
5,000,000 bus smaller than a year ago. 


During the week ended Saturday, 
Minneapolis received 24 cars of maca- 
roni wheat. The amount of No. 1com- 
ing to this market is extremely limited, 
and No.2 sold on Monday at 66c f.o.b. 
Minneapolis. Lower grades were quot- 
ed at 62(@64c, according to quality. 

While Minneapolis wheat receipts last 
week decreased 125,000 bus compared 
with the preceding week, they were 551,- 
000 bus larger than in 1902. Deliveries 
by farmers are small, as is common at 
this time of year, and the movement to 
terminal markets is at the expense of 
country elevator stocks. 


Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 765,000 bus of wheat. Re- 
ceipts (less shipments) were 2,038,800 
bus, against 2,209,500 in the preceding 
week, 1,515,040 in 1902 and 1,122,500 in 
1901. Public stocks for the week in- 
creased 809,000 bus, making the stock 
in store in Minneapolis 10,264,000 against 
13,332,800 a year ago and 14,478,900 in 1901 
The mills are the current week likely to 
grind about 760,00U bus of wheat. 


Of the 10,246,000 bus of wheat in pub- 
lic elevators of Minneapolis, 3,638,000 
bus or 35 per cent is No. 1 northern, the 
contract grade. A year ago, the stock 
was 13,333,000 bus, of which 5,624,000 or 
42 per cent, was No. 1 northern. In spe- 
cial bins there are 5,940,000 bus, against 
5,376,000 in 1902. This latter wheat is 
supposed to be largely owned by mill- 
ers, and is presumably placed in special 
bins because of being above the average 
in milling quality. Outside mills are 
credited with having bought considera- 
ble wheat and had it stored in Minneap- 
olis, against a probable scarcity in the 
future. 

The final estimate by the department 
of agriculture of the northwestern wheat 
crop for 1903, with comparisons, is given 
below, (hundreds omitted): 


1908, 1902, 1901, 








States— bus. bus. bus. 
WEIBBOBOE, csivecvccs sense 70,658 79,752 80,103 
South Dakota........... 47,251 48,973 61,662 
North Dakota........... 55,241 62.872 69,311 

WOtGl BOB si <sicsscdess 173,145 186,597 191,076 


With the majority of men in the trade 
this will be considered somewhat high, 
though there are still some who are un- 
willing to concede that the crop was 
overestimated, 


Cash wheat has been less active in 
the Minneapolis market during the last 
week, though all good milling grain 
usually finds a ready sale. The fact 
that the mills ran hardly more than half 
time, of course dulled the demand. 
Where No, 1 northern was a week ago 
selling at about May price, and No. 2 at 
2c under, these grades are now going at 
about %c and 2%c under, respectively. 
The lower grades are the ones that drag 
and the proportion of these seem to be 
increasing. A good deal of wheat ar- 
riving is 'tbin burnt,’ and for that rea- 
son it is graded either rejected or no 
grade. As an indication of the preva- 
lence of wheat so affected, last week 426 
cars or 18.5 per cent of the total receipts 
were rejected and low grade, against 420 
cars, or 16.8 percent in the preceding 
week, and 534 cars, or 16,2 percent in the 
week ended Dec. 12. The fact that such 
aconsiderable per cent of the north- 
western crop is impaired in quality, 
makes all the more interesting the prob- 
lem as to where northwestern mills are 
to get a supply of raw material during 
the remaining eight months of the crop 
year. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


Oatmeal has been reduced l5c per bbl, 
rolled oats now being quoted at $4.30 in 
wood f.o.b. Minneapolis. 


Cracked corn continues in good de- 
mand for sheep feeders, selling at $14.25 
(14.50 per ton in car lots f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis. 

The Twin City Nut Food Co. of Min- 
neapolis has gone into bankruptcy, J. 
R. Clark having been appointed receiv- 
er. John M. Little was president, and 
Howard M. Little treasurer and man- 
ager. 

The approximate prices at which mills 
at the interior points in Minnesota are 
selling millfeed in mixed cars with 
flour, are $14@14.25 for bran in bulk and 
$16@16.25 for shorts. When packed in 
100-lb sacks, $1, and $1.50 per ton addi- 
tional are asked respectively. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


It is notable that foreign shipments of 
outside mills last week were 8,000 bbls 
smaller than in 1902. This is a straw 
indicating the effect which high freights 
are having on the foreign business of 
northwestern mills. 


K. N. Fairchild, assistant manager of 
the Pillsbury company, today stated 
that his company was planning to make 
foreign flour shipments via the Gulf 
ports. ‘tWe can get as good rates that 
way as via ’Chicago,”’ said he, ttand the 
eastern railroads need not be surprised 
if a good deal of Minneapolis flour finds 
its way to Europe via the Gulf. We 
hope to make contracts that will have 
that very result.”’ 


The Minnesota supreme court in the 
case of Baker & Penniston vs. the Great 
Western railroad, holds when a travel- 
ling freight agent of a common carrier, 
clothed with general authority to solicit 
freight business, * ** enters into a 
contract tor the shipment of freight 
without disclosing to the shipper the 
conditions limiting his authority, the 
principal is bound by the act of the 
agent and is liable to the shipper for re- 
sulting damages. 


Through rates on flour, all rail, 
prompt shipment from the west, report- 
ed obtainable from Minneapolis in cents 
per 100 lbs today, (Dec. 29) were: ‘To 
London, 31.44; Liverpool, 30.94; Glasgow, 
31.00; Amsterdam, 32.00; Rotterdam, 
31.00; Bristol, 32.00; Leith, 34.00; Copen- 
hagen, 33.00; Christiania, 33.00; Antwerp, 
30.50; Hamburg, 31.00; Hull, 37.06; New- 
castle, 35.00; Bremen, 31.00; Dublin, 35.00; 
Belfast, 35.00; Dundee, 37.00; Aberdeen, 
39.00; Manchester, 31.44; Southampton, 


Proportional rates on flour prompt 
shipment from the west reported ob- 
tainable today (Dec. 29) from Chicago 
eastward in cents per 100 lbs, were: To 
London, 24.44; Liverpvol, 22.94; Glas- 
gow, 24.44; Amsterdam, 25.00; Rotter- 
dam, 24.00; Bristol, 25.84; Leith, 26.00; 
Copenhagen, 25.00; Christiania, 25.00; 
Antwerp, 22.50; Hamburg, 24.00; Hull, 
28.66; Bremen, 23.00; Dublin, 27.00; Bel- 
fast, 27.00; Dundee, 29.00; Aberdeen, 
32.00; Manchester, 24.44; Southampton, 


30.06. 
Buffalo 


Special Correspondence 


Trade continues fairly good but there 
is some evidence that the holiday dull- 
ness will! be felt next week and perhaps 
a few weeks longer, assome of the mills 
are getting ready to curtail their output; 
in fact one of the city mills is down for 
an entire remodeling and, itis said, will 
remain so fortwo months. At the Falls 
there is also a heavy falling off in pro- 
duction. It begins to look as if millers 
are figuring to hold the market during 
the expected coming period of dullness. 
We have not changed prices yet and there 
is no intention of doingso. Shipping di- 
rections are not what they should be, 
at the same time the general opinion is 
that there is little flour in stock orin 
the hands of distributors. 

Feed prices are all out of joint in this 
market. Local millers are away behind 
in filling small orders and regular deal- 
ers claim they can not sell feed in car- 
load lots at anything like present 
prices. They are simply doing noth- 
ing compared with a year ago; not a re- 
tailer has been buying anything worthy 
of mention, and all report the same 
story, viz: too much fodder in the shape 
of oats, cornstalks and hay. Besides 
this, they are still firm in the belief that 
the movement of corn has not begun and 
as soon as cars are available the rush of 
cheap stuff will settle prices of all kinds 
of feed. Atthe same time it must be 
admitted that feed prices are stronger 
than they were a week ago and also that 
the disposition of all the millfeeds is 
becoming more of a mystery daily. It 
seems to go as fast as dealers can lay 
hands on it and the same may be said 
of hominy, gluten and all other by-prod- 
ucts. 





NOTES 


The last cargoes of grain to be shipped 
from this port will be elevated early 
this week. Stocks afloat here and in 
store last Saturday amounted to about 
6,000,000 bus of wheat; 10,000,000 of corn; 
1,100,000 of oats; 2,500,000 of barley; 9,- 
000,000 of rye and 2,174,000 of flaxseed. 


Regarding the scheme of the New 
York Produce Exchange to use the Buf- 
falo elevators for making deliveries of 
futures traded in on that board nothing 
can be said until the committee appoint- 
ed meets the elevator people here. The 
Buffalo Exchange would naturally like 
to have a hand inthis movement anda 
committee consisting of Charles Ken- 
nedy, D. EK. Newhall, S. W. Yantis and 
John Shanahan has been appointed to 
confer with the New York committee, 


E. BANGASSER, 
Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 28, 
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The output of one mill operating this 
last week was about 9,000 bbls. It closed 
down Christmas eve, as usual, and re- 


mained down over Sunday. No help 
has been given the flour market by the 
fairly substantial advance scored in the 
price of wheat last week. In fact the 
effect if anything has been the reverse. 
Cable bids were away out of line on ex- 
port trade before the advance and they 
were latterly so ridiculously low that 
most of them were not even answered. 
The local and domestic trade was not 
quite as dead as the foreign but there 
was nevertheless a distinctly holiday 
dullness. Wholesalers were shutting 
down on the furnishing of shipping di- 
rections and were evidently bringing 
their stocks down as low as possible for 
the annual or semi-annual inventory. 
The higher wheat price did not serve to 
induce any of the jobbers to close new 
contracts although such could have been 
readily made on the previous week’s 
price basis. In fact, there is no difticul- 
ty in closing contracts on such a basis 
even now. 

There is a continuation of the in- 
creased offerings of hard winter wheat 
flour from the southwest but no indica- 
tion that sales of any magnitude have 
been closed here within the last week. 
Nevertheless the trade is anticipating a 
good business after the opening of the 
new year as the hard winter wheat flour 
is increasing in popularity in a number 
of fairly important directions. Brokers 
who handle this flour are expecting a 
fairly liberal business for delivery here 
in January and February providing the 
southwestern millers keep their prices 
as low relatively as they are now. Quo- 
tations for delivery during these two 
months are mainly $3.70/@3.80 per 140 Ibs 
jute. Soft winter wheat fiour is bring- 
ing $4@4.10 per bbi of 140 Ibs in jute. 
City mills are asking $3.85/@3.90 per bbl 
bulk for top spring patents while other 
first-class spring patents are held at 
$3.95@4.10. Minneapolis standard brands 
are held at $4.60 per 140 lbs in jute and 
$5 in wood. 


REVIEW OF THE YEAR 


The year 1903 closes with business 
somewhat quiet though the general re- 
sults, from the miller’s standpoint, are 
more satisfactory than in 1902. Itis 
early, as yet, for the millers to speak of 
profits, as their books for the year are 
not closed, but the indications point to- 
ward an improvement in milling condi- 
tions over recent years. At the begin- 
ning of the year Chicago had two mills 
in operation, producing on an average 
of 28,000 bbls of flour weekly. 

On April 18 the Northern mill, and on 
June 13 the Star & Crescent Milling Co.’s 
mill ceased operations owing to their 
properties being turned over to the 
drainage board in order that the Chica- 
go river might be widened and made 
more useful for navigation. With these 
two mills dismantled the production of 
flour for 1903, (up to and including Dec. 
15 being accurate and from that date to 
Dec. 31 estimated) shows a loss of 517,- 
120 bbls, the total output being 782,880 
bbls. For the year of 1902 the produc- 
tion was 1,300,000 bbls; 1901, 1,290,490; 
1900, 1,274,775 and 1899, 1,125,745. 

The largest amount of flour made in 
Chicago, in any one month during the 
year just closing, was during February, 
the total being 104,375 bbls; and the 
smallest amount was for December 
when 30,200 bbls were made. About 
March 1, 1904, the increase of Chicago- 
made fiour wiil become apparent asa 
new 3,000-bb1 mill will then be running 
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and the daily production should aver- 
age 5,000 bbls. 

The values of flour in Chicago, quot- 
ed by city millers, have not been exces- 
sive though they were higher, compara- 
tively, at times than the current prices 
of 1902. The last week of August and 
the first half of September from $4.15 to 
$4.30 per bbl bulk were the quotations 
named by millers for their spring pat- 
ents while for 1902 $4@4.05 per bbl bulk 
were the highest quotations, current 
Sept. 1. 

Millfeed values fluctuated toa consid- 
erable extent, the lowest being in April 
when $12 was paid for bulk bran, and 
the highest range was from Feb. 4 to 
March 11, when $17 was the quotation. 
During the last half of March the price 
of middlings dropped in price $2.25 per 
ton in one week. Of this grade of offal 
the lowest prices obtained were between 
April 15 to April 22 when $12.25 was 
paid, while the highest range was $1& 
during the iast week of September and 
the first week of October. ‘The Minne- 
apolis brands in wood, jobbers’ price, 
sold freely and at steady prices, the 
year opening on a basis of $4.10. The 
lowest current quotation was during the 
week of April &, at $4, and the highest 
was $5.10, named Aug. 19 and again late 
in October. 

Receipts and shipments of flour and 
grain at Chicago for the years of 1901, 
1902 and 1903 (last two weeks of 1903 be- 
ing estimated) are shown herewith: 


RECEIPTS 
1903. 1902. 1901. 
Flour, bbls.... 7,446,124 7,322,923 10,232,285 
Wheat, bus ... 26,525,961 38,805,165 51,197,870 
Corn, bus...... 97,787,913 51,656,879 84,136,637 
Oats, bus....... 88,716,203 69,131,759 90,682,152 
Rye, bus....... 8,010,395 6,122,433 8,244,324 
Barley, bus.... 22,694,442 14,207,605 15,996,670 
SHIPMENTS 
Flour, bbls.... 5,575,990 5,990,028 7,939,149 
Wheat, bus. . 24,255,496 388,644,847 45,521,951 
Corn, bus...... 91,148,803 45,451,459 64,101,878 
Oats, bus...... 63,764,236  61,014.379 76,340,619 
Rye, bus....... 2,924,528 2,980,587 1,287,111 
Barley, bus... 2,871,347 9,183,068 8,583,753 


Chicago mills’ prices per 196 lbs bulk 
at the mills were: 


FLOUR PRICES 








1903. 1902. 1901. 
January 1... $3.35@3.45 $8.40@8.45 $8.45@8.£0 
February 1. 3.40@3.55 3.303.385 3.35@3.40 
March l.... 3.36@3.40 8.300@3.35 3 35@3.40 
April l.. 3.354 3.40 8.15@3.20 4.10@4.20 
May 1... 3.55@ 3.60 8.40@3.45 3.40@3.45 
ce 3.65@ 3.70 3.30@3.50 8.385@3 40 
PI Da vane 4.00@4.10 3.40@3.45 3.15@3.20 
August 1 3 95a 4.00 3.50@3.55 3.20@3.30 
Sept. 1 4.15@4.20 4.00@4.05 3.20@38 30 
0 a ae 3 90@4.00 8.25@3 40 8.80@8 85 
7 a Oe 3.95 4.05 3.30@3.50 3.10@3.25 
po 8.85 @ 3.95 8.30@8.40 3.1§@3.30 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


The forthcoming annual figures of the 
Chicago Board of Trade will show same 
astonishing gains as compared with the 
business of the previous years. The 
showing of clearings were: in 1899, 
$58,366,800; in 1900, $62,227,165; in 1901, 
$74,476,955; in 1902, $83,590,507, and in 
1903, $90,724,521. 

Cards are out announcing the coming 
marriage of Hiram Norton to Miss Nan- 
cy Johnston Stewart at Rock Island, 
Ill., Dec. 31. The couple will be athome 
after Feb. 1 at Lockport, Ill. Mr. Nor- 
ton is the son of J. L. Norton, miller of 
Chicago and Lockport, and he is mana- 
ger of the Northern Milling Co.’s Lock- 
port office. 

The sudden death of D. E. Richard- 
son, head of the Richardson Grain Co., 
was announced on ’change ‘Thursday 
and gave his fellow members a surprise 
and shock. It was generally presumed 
that he had recovered from his recent 
long illness. Mr. Richardson founded 
the company of which he was the head 
and had extended its ramifications until 
it now covers the Atchison system 
throughout the southwest and from Chi- 
cago to the Gulf of Mexico. 


Local corn millers are avoiding the 
southern trade as much as possible and 
are insisting on certified checks before 
orders are filled. Recent experiences 
have not been pleasant although they 
relate to individuals more than to the 
southern trade at large. One fairly 
large shipment to a prominent southern 
buyer happened to be in transit while the 
market was experiencing a slight fluc- 
tuation —not at all an uncommon ex- 
perience—but the buyer refused to ac- 
cept the goods sent on his orders. 


There is much gossip afloat to the ef- 
fect that the oatmeal combine is to be 
re-organized, Thus far nothing definite 
in the way of information on the subject 
is available but there is enough smoke 
to indicate the presence of considerable 
fire. It is generally known that the 
business has been cut so close that there 
is little in it for anybody concerned and 
that all interested parties would like a 
new deal. Efforts have undoubtedly 


been made recently to patch up some’ 


sort of an agreement that would remedy 
matters, but the various factors are not 
yet disposed to report progress. 


One of the systematic, well organized 
charities of the Board of Trade isa pri- 
vate affair regularly taken care of per- 
sonally by Jacob A. Wolford who began 
it 25 years ago and has kept it up ever 
since. Before Christmas each year Mr. 
Wolford personally circulates among his 
friends on ’change with a paper pledg- 
ing each donor to contribute a barrel of 
tiour to the home of the Little Sisters of 
the Poor. When the charity was started 
the Board of Trade members contributed 
25 bbls. The quantity has grown steadi- 
ly with the growth of the Board of 
Trade and the contribution this year 
was 70 bbls. 


As the result of the investigation of 
the methods of the grain inspection de- 
partment here by a special committee 
appointed by the directors of the Chi- 
cago Board of ‘Trade, the committee has 
submitted to the directors a report that 
has the following for its opening para- 
graph: ‘t Your committee after compar- 
ing samples of different grades of grain 
and after partial examination of con- 
tract grain in several of the regular ele- 
vators and considering all the evidence 
presented to them and obtained regard- 
ing the inspection in as well as outof 
elevators are of the opinion there are 
and have been grave irregularities in 
the inspection of grain in this market.’’ 
The investigating committee also says 
that the inspectors have passed as No. 1 
northern spring wheat an admixture of 
this grade with hard winter wheat. The 
report is quite long and gives the di- 
rectory plenty of details. It has aroused 
much controversy on ’change and is fig- 
uring'in the board’s presidential cam- 
paign. 

The ‘'closed shop”’ and ttopen shop’’ 
discussion has even invaded the pre- 
cincts of the Chicago Board of Trade. 
To be sure it is hardly in the shape han- 
dled by the labor unions and their em- 
ployers but it nevertheless appears to be 
a live issue and will figure prominently 
in the forthcoming annual election of 
the big commercial body. There are 
nearly as many sides to the question as 
there are members of the board but all 
seem to hinge on the question brought 
up in an ably handled brochure by W. 
S. Crosby, one of the well posted mem- 
bers whose connection with the ex- 
change as an active member has coy- 
ered over thirty years. Mr. Crosby takes 
exception to the present campaigns 
against bucket shops and puts and calls 
and advises his fellow members and the 
officials of the board to attend strictly to 
their own affairs and leave police mat- 
ters to the proper authorities and the 
grand jury. He has aroused a storm of 
discussion and precipitated a flood of 
literature on the board members. All 
of the candidates are out stating their 
positions. Among the latter is an open 
statement endorsed by all of the candi- 
dates on the W. S. Jackson ticket who 
has generally been recognized as in fa- 
vor of a 'twide-open”’ policy. The state- 
ment does not take open ground against 
the bucket shops and is likely to bring 
many of their opponents to the support 
of Mr. Jackson who is quite popular 
personally. R.G. Chandler, the presi- 
dent of the board, is a candidate for re- 
election. His ticket is as follows: For 
first vice-president, C. B. Congdon of 
Congdon & Steever; for second vice- 
president, Walter Fitch of the Northern 
Grain Co. For directors, H. N. Sager of 
J. H. Dale & Co., R. H. Donnelly of 
Knight, Donnelly & Co; Paul Tietjens 
of M. M. Schultz & Co; Frank B. Rice 
of Nye-Jenks Co; G. B. Van Ness of 
Van Ness & Wilson; and George A. Er- 
hart of S. W. Allerton. For arbitration 
committee, Frank M. Bunch, John C, 
Wood, John M. Schaak, James J. Fones 
and H. B. Perrine. For appeals com- 


mitttee, Henry B. Ford, Charles Berrall,. 


Jr., James E. Bennett, L. 
man and A. R. Warner. 


C. H. CHALLEN. 


Harry Free- 





Wisconsin 
Special Correspondence 
If the aggregate amount of flour 
made by all the mills of Wisconsin 


during 1903 could be arrived at, it is 
more than probable the figures would 
show a decided increase over those of 
recent years. If the profits could be 
compared with other years, the showing 
would unquestionably be gratifying for 
the millers of the state (if opinions 
count for much) have been far more 
successful than during recent years. 
Just why the improved conditions are 
credited to the year just closing is hard 
to say except it is that millers are more 
conservative and have not crowded 
their products on the markets when the 
demand did not warrant so doing. 

The meetings of the Wisconsin State 
Millers’ Association have had their ef- 
fect and the bringing together of the 
millers has helped them individually 
and collectively. Kew new mills were 


built during the last twelve months, 
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though many have been repaired and 
some increased in capacity. The most 
important improvement among mills 
was the new plant of the Grand Rapids 
Milling Co. Three mills of more than 
average capacity burned during the 
twelve months, one at Racine, one at 
Fond du Lac and one at Marshfield. 

A few of the millers have expressed 
their opinion of the trade conditions for 
the year just closed, inthe following 
letters: 

Galesville Milling Co., Galesville: 
Although our business year ended in 
August, we can say that 1903 has been 
very satisfactory. We have made about 
12 per cent more flour than in 1902. We 
find from September to February of 
every year good. Bad milling condi- 
tions usually come during the five or 
six months of our year, from February 
or March to August. We think the 
milling business is, as a whole, in bet- 
ter condition. It seems as if millers 
were trying to get fair prices for their 
goods. 

The John J. Dousman Milling Co., 
De Pere: The condition for the year of 
1903, for at least the first seven months, 
were exceedingly bad in the milling 
business as far as we were concerned. 
The latter part of the year conditions 
improved very materially and profits 
have been very satisfactory. We think 
for the average year they will be about 
the same as last, our product being 
about the same. Collections are ex- 
ceedingly good and losses in account 
very small. It is rather early for us to 
ascertain these matters fully, but will 
know better immediately after the first 
of January. 


Keune Bros., Hika: Our business as 
a whole has been much better than in 
any previous year. We were laid up but 
a few days on account of making neces- 
sary repairs, otherwise we were running 
daily, turning out about 25 per cent 
more flour than any other year. Al- 
though margins could have been better, 
we feel contented with what we have 
had and believe that at the end of this 
year our trial balance will show up bet- 
ter than we expected. The receipts of 
grain, especially rye, have been fair and 
have bought rye throughout the year of 


_ 1903 at an average price of 50c per bu. 


Stillman Wright & Co., Berlin: The 
last year’s business has been very satis- 
factory with us and we have been forced 
to increase our capacity and have run 
full time during the year except a short 
time during July and August when we 
were unable to get enough wheat of de- 
sired quality to keep us going. We es- 
timate the increase of 1903 over 1902 as 
at least 50 per cent. Profits are not 
large but are satisfactory. 


W. S. Crowther & Co., Ripon: We 
made 30 per cent more flour this year 
than last and our gristing increased 20 
per cent. We think the per cent of 
profit smaller but the greater volume of 
business has more than made the differ- 
ence. Our year has been much more 
profitable to us, as we run a steam and 
water power mill. ‘This year we have 
had water most all the year. 

The Blodgett Milling Co., Janesville: 
Our business for 1903 will exceed the 
business of any previous year by fully 
20 percent. While the milling margin 
per barrel has been no greater, yet our 
increased output has been produced at 
but little more expense than the output 
of previous years, so that our net profits 
for 1903 will be greater than in any pre- 
vious year. 

Grand Rapids Milling Co,, Grand 
Rapids: Weare ina poor position to 
offer information for we have been re- 
building. As far as the volume of 
business is concerned we have found it 
very good indeed and believe that 
profits to millers during the year just 
passed have been the best for years. 


The Jackson Milling Co., Stevens 
Point: We have found business better 
than last year and have made more 
flour by about 25 percent. Profits have 
been better and of course more satis- 
factory. 

H. E. McEachron Co., Wausau: 
Trade conditions with us have been 
about the same this year as last, so far 
as profits are concerned. We have in- 


_ creased our output about 50 per cent. 


Cc. H. CHALLEN. 





John Thyson Suspended 


Sr. Louis, Dec. 29.—[Special Tele- 
gram.|—At an adjourned meeting of the 
board of directors of the Merchants’ Ex- 
change held yesterday John Thyson was 
suspended from the Exchange for 30 
days for unmercantile conduct in refus- 
ing to pay John Milliken, one of the 
long speculators, certain profits on con- 
tracts made in December wheat. Mr. 
Thyscn refused to pay, maintaining 
that the market was manipulated. Mr. 
Thyson represents Hallet & Co. of Min- 


neapolis. 
C. F. G. RAIKEs. 
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Mills ran four days last week and 
turned out more flour than it was ex- 
pected they would. The output reached 
19,170 bbls, as against 16,280 the week pre- 
vious and 19,305 in 1902. This week not 
a wheel is turning as all the mills are 
down for overhauling and repairs. Two 
of the mills will resume work shortly 
after New Year’s day. 

Dullness pervaded the local flour mar- 
ket last week, checking —a and 
depressing business. Milling is quiet 
and very little new business is being 
worked. mills generally having orders 
well cleaned up. What Lestinas are be- 
ing made are practically all for domes- 
tic account, the foreign markets show- 
ing no disposition to buy at current 
prices. Sales were slow and less than 
the output, but millers consider the un- 
dertone firmer and the outlook seems 
bright for good business after the holi- 
days. Mills shipped 14,370 bbls of flour 
during the week and every barrel of it 
went to domestic trade. Millstocks are 
now 28,985 bbls, against 32,475 last year. 


NOTES 


Election of directors for the Board of 
Trade clearing house takes place next 
Tuesday. 

R. L. McCormick of Seattle, vice- 
president of the Duluth-Universal Mill 
Co., spent the holidays here. 

Stocks of contract wheat are growing 
quite rapidly at the expense of special 
bins, a good deal of the latter coming 
out of Great Northern private houses. 


Public meetings have been called at 
Superior to see if some plan can not be 
taken up for the purpose of building a 
modern steel freighter owned in that 
city. Such a ship, if built, would be at 
the yards there. 

As to shipments all-rail from Port Ar- 
thur to St. John, Liverpool bound, it is 
learned here that the rate from Winni- 
peg through, rail and ocean, is about 
eight cents a bushel. ‘lo-arrive wheat 
remains at acent premium over in-store, 
as elevator companies are anxious to 
get what they can into their houses. 


Stocks of all grains at the head of 
Lake Superior increased about 500,000 
bus last week. Wheat is coming in 
more freely than it did a year ago; 
stocks increased 242,000 bus in the week, 
or 200,000 more than in the same week 
last year. Klax is also coming in quite 
weli. The general supposition is that 
country elevator companies are cleaning 
out their houses and preparing to close 
them down. 

It is generally supposed here that the 
control of flaxseed by the leading inter- 
est in that trade is very complete, and 
that it is taking what comes in and is 
for sale. Some 68,000 bus of flaxseed 
were shipped from here all-rail to Min- 
neapolis last week. Stocks of seed in 
Duluth-Superior elevators now amount 
to more than 5,000,000 bus, and are about 
twice as large as they were last year or 
at any previous time in the history of 
the trade. 

The Fowler affair 
matters is ended, 
ler seems to have 
charge of about $175 for costs. ‘The 
court quickly decided there was no 
cause of action, and the facts brought 
out in the inquiry that the Superior 
Board of Trade had asked for Minnesota 
inspection and had agreed that no act to 
terminate such inspection should be 
brought by any but an officer of the 
board, seemed to be as new to Mr. 
Fowler’s attorneys as to the judge. The 


over inspection 
and H. T. Fow- 
barely escaped a 
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latter sharply reprimanded the former 
for bringing so ill-considered an action 
and said that he would take no cogni- 
zance of further actions along a similar 
line until he had satisfied himself that 
the complainant had duly investigated 
his position and had some grounds for 
thinking he might win. Superior grain 
men, while they still think Wisconsin 
inspection is sure to come some time, 
are confident that now is not the proper 
time to agitate in favor of it. In the 
Fowler hearing, statements made in this 
correspondence last week and before, as 
to the attitude of the Minnesota depart- 
ment, were reiterated by officers of the 
department. Inthe meantime charges 
against Mr. Fowler by the state depart- 
ment remain unproved, and in abeyance, 


DWIGHT E. WooDBRIDGE. 


Manitoba 


Special Correspondence 


Flour trade is apt to be obscured by 
other more demonstrative business con- 
siderations during the week under re- 
view. Diligent inquiry has failed to 
elicit anything new in this market since 
a week ago and so far as interest is con- 
cerned the week has been a very dull 
one. There is a good steady trade mov- 
ing in all parts of western Canada and 
prices hold at the level which was es- 





STORMY CRUISE OF THE J. T. 
HUTCHINSON 


An Account of Her Battle for Life and of 
Her Dramatic Rescue 


On the night of Nov. 29, the steel 
freighter J. T. Hutchinson, bound from 
Duluth to Buffalo, went ona reef near 
Eagle River, Lake Superior, in a blind- 
ing snowstorm. As soon as word could 
be sent out, wreckers were sent to the 
scene and after working on the wreck for 
two days lightering 50,000 bus of flax 
overboard, a gale came up and drove the 
rescuers to shelter. After the gale had 
subsided they returned to the scene and 
found that the big boat had worked her- 
self free during the storm. The crew 
was put aboard, and after a short delay 
the Hutchinson left for the lower lakes 
under her own steam, but not before she 
had been turned over to the underwrit- 
ers by her owners; this was done before 
she had been floated. She left in com- 
pany with the tugs Merrick and Favor- 
ite which were expected to accompany 
her on her trip down the lakes. During 
a heavy snowstorm, the tugs became 
lost and returned to Marquette, leaving 
the Hutchinson to proceed on her way 
alone, the 'tQueen of the Lakes” in fact, 
as all other craft was in harbor. 

Hugging the Michigan shore of Lake 





STEAMER J. T. HUTCHINSON STUCK IN ICE AT LIME KILN CROSSING 


tablished weeks ago. Best Hungarian 
patent is worth today $2.35 per sack of 
98 lbs delivered to the trade here; sec- 
onds, $2.20; strong clears, $1.85; and 
XXXX, $1.55. The customary trade 
discounts apply to these figures. 

The wheat market has been no less 
devoid of interest than the flour mar- 
ket. Trading has been of an exceed- 
ingly dull character as there was no dis- 
position on the part of buyers to push 
business. The fact that the market was 
closed on Friday and Saturday tended 
to still further restrict trading. There 
was a moderate upward tendency on 
Thursday, which resulted in a gain of 
4c to %c in the various grades on that 
day. At the close December and Janu- 
ary delivery were worth: No. 1 north- 
ern, 794c; No.2 northern, 75%c; No. 3 
northern, 72%c, and No, 4, 65%c, allin 
store Fort William or Port Arthur. May 
delivery was worth: No. 1 northern, 
83%c; No. 2 northern, 80c; No. 3 north- 
ern, 76c; and No. 4, 69c. 


NOTES 


The A. Kelly Milling Co., Ltd., of 
Brandon, Man., has opened a retail 
sales department at Somerset. 

The quantity of wheat now in store at 
lake ports and interior country points 
in western Canada is 10,500,000 bus. A 
year ago the quantity was about the 
same as it is this year. 

The quantity of wheat inspected at 
Winnipeg during the week ended Dec, 21 
was 970 cars, against 1,460a yearago. Of 
these cars 425 graded No. 3 northern. 

Winnipeg, Dec. 28. A. H. BAILEY. 





Everett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca, 
Minn., Dec. 28: We have been obliged 
to ship a very large proportion of our 
local wheat this year, owing to the fact 
that the bin-burned and musty wheat in 
the tops and bottoms of stacks was al- 
lowed by many farmers to get in with 
the good wheat. While a large part of 
our wheat would have been good mill- 
ing grain, the presence of this sprink- 
ling of damaged berries rendered it un- 
fit for use, 


Huron, she reached the Detroit river in 
safety, and tied up atthe Pittsburg Coal 
Co.’s dock at Sandwich, Ont., to lighter 
part of her cargo of flaxseed, before at- 
tempting to pass the Lime Kiln cross- 
ing. ‘The lighter Newman was run 
alongside, and as the cargo was taken 
out and thrown overboard, it was seen 
that the boat was settling, and lighter- 
ing was discontinued, for fear that she 
would sink at the dock, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that three pumps were kept 
busy all the time. The cargo pressing 
on the cargo bottom kept the water out 
to a large extent, but as soon as the flax 
was lightered out, water flowed in fast- 
er than the pumps could handle it. The 
water being high at the crossing, Cap- 
tain Davis, representing the underwrit- 
ers, decided to proceed as soon as pos- 
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sible, and the ice-crushing ferries Prom- 
ise and Pleasure (which millers who 
have attended conventions at Detroit 
will remember) were engaged to break 
a passage to clear water in Lake Erie. 

After several disputes with the crew 
as to the bonus the men were to receive 
to take the boat to Buffalo, the start was 
made at 7 o’clock Thursday morning, 
the two ferries preceding the Hutchin- 
son, and making a passage for her 
through the heavy ice. 

The little fleet was held up atthe 
Lime Kiln crossing for two hours by the 
great windrows of heavy ice, but finally 
broke a passage and made for Lake Erie 
where the ice was nine inches thick in 
many places. Two nights were spent 
on Lake Erie before open water was 
reached, then the ferries put back for 
Detroit, arriving at 4 p. m. Sunday. 

The Hutchinson, under command of 
Capt. J. H. Smith anda nervy crew, 
made the voyage from near Pt. Pelee to 
Buffalo without assistance, arriving 
Sunday morning; completing one of the 
most dangerous trips in the history of 
the Inland Seas. The Hutchinson had 
acargo of 187,000 bus of flax, insured 
for $1.C4 per bu, and the cargo and ship 
were insured for $425,000. It is thought 
that the insurance companies will lose 
about $225,000, for the cargo is greatly 
damaged as is the boat, a diver having 
passed the remark that a team of horses 
could be driven through the different 
holes in her bottom; and to think that 


,a ctoat in this condition has weathered 





severe gales at this time of year, bucked 
heavy ice and arrived at Buffalo, her 
destination, with ‘ttwo sides and no 
bottom,’’ is beyond comprehension. 
When this steamer reached the Detroit 
river she was one mass of ice, being 
coated from stem to stern and half way 
up the masts; her cable rails made solid 
by the waves and spray, and her decks 
and hatches covered with a five-inch 
coating of ice. With all these conditions 
against him, Captain Smith defied the 
elements and at last landed his ship in 
Buffalo, after well-known marine men 
had predicted that the feat could not be 
accomplished when so many things 
were against him. o.5. 3 


CURRENT MAILS 


H.S. Comer, local manager for G. C, 
Christian, Redfield, D. D., Dec. 26: Lo- 
cal feed trade is very light, owing to the 
large crop of corn, oats and spelz, but 
it will doubtless pick up as winter ad- 
vances. Wheat is moving about as usu- 
al, and is of average quality. 

Geo. Tileston Milling Co., St. Cloud, 
Minn., Dec. 26: Trade in flour during 
week has been slow. Feed is in good 
demand at higher prices. Movement of 
wheat from farmers is light; we look 
for no improvement, as roads are in 
poor condition. 

Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato, Minn., 
Dec. 26: Flour buyers are all wearing 
their holiday apparel. After New Year, 
we look for a revival of business. The 
feed situation is very strong, indicating 
that higher prices will prevail until 
spring. Wheat receipts very light. 

U. G. Powell, Lincoln (Neb.) Mill 
Co: Wheat movement about normal; 
fully 60 per cent of the crop in this lo- 
cality has been marketed. We estimate 
that about 65 to 75 per cent of the crop 
of the state has been sent to market. 

Eagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm, 
Minn., Dec. 26: Trade in both flour and 
feed is in a stagnant condition, but this 
is usually the case during the holidays. 
Wheat receipts from farmers have been 
quite liberal this week. 





| 


THE J. T. HOTCHINSON AT SANDWICH 
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In spite of the prevailing holiday dull- 
ness which is usual at this time of the 
year, business to some extent was trans- 
acted during the week. Domestic bus- 
iness was rather quiet, but the export 
demand showed some life and several 
good-sized orders were booked. This 
business was principally attributed to 
the rumors of war between Russia and 
Japan which evidently causes buyers in 
the United Kingdom to become anx- 
ious, for in one instance a sale of 2,000 
bags was made to London on Christ- 
mas day. This sale was at a profitable 
price, and showed that Europeans 
deemed it necessary to lay in a stock of 
flour. 

Domestic buyers took little interest in 
the market, and not much business is 
looked for until after the new year. 
Mills are running lightly, two of the 
larger city mills being down and an- 
other to close down for six days, begin- 
ning today; so that the flour output this 
week will be a good deal lighter than 
usual, 

The trade with Cuba and the West In- 
dies continued satisfactory, and since 
the reciprocity treaty with those islands 
has been ratified, buyers are of the 
opinion that sales of flour will in- 
crease. 

The feed market was very quiet and 
but little business was reported. Offer- 
ings were scarce and met with a ready 
sale. Bran continued to be most in de- 
mand and was scarce at a firm price. 

The cash wheat market remained 
much the same as the previous week, a 
greater portion of the soft wheat being 
bought by the elevator interests for De- 
cember delivery. ‘The stocks of wheat 
in the elevators now are 5,400,00C bus 
and of this 4,500,000 are No. 2 red winter 
or contract grade. Deliveries this week, 
the last in which deliveries can be made 
on December contracts, are expected to 
be large, so that by Jan. 1 St. Louis will 
have an unusually large stock of No. 2 
red. It is understood that some of this 
is being booked for export to Portugal 
at better prices than can be obtained 
elsewhere, and the owners of the wheat 
say they can dispose of the entire quan- 
tity in that market. How true this is 
remains to be seen. 

The output of the St. Louis mills for 
the week ending Saturday, Dec. 26, was 
12,000 bbls, against 18,000 the week pre- 
vious. Outside mills the product of 
which is sold from St. Louis, made 
28,000 bbls, against 42,000 the week be- 
fore. 


A DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH 


On Christmas day Ph. H. Postel, 
founder of the Ph. H. Postel Milling 
Co. of Mascoutah, called together his 
family and distributed among them his 
entire fortune which according to re- 
ports amounted to nearly a million dol- 
lars. Mr. Postel,who is 86 years of age, 
said that for years it had been his am- 
bition to divide his wealth among his 
sons and daughters so that he could 
rest assured they were all well provid- 
ed for. His family consists of three 
sons and four daughters. 

Mr. Postel, in spite of his advanced 
age, is in full possession of all his fac- 
ulties and is to be found at the mill 
office each day. He is described in one 
paper as being the oldest miller in the 
world. 

His life has been full of interest since 
coming to Mascoutah from Germany, 
and he still shows with pride a letter 
that he received from his father-in-law 
whose name was HKisenmayer, written 
to Mr. Postel from Germany after he 
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had been in this country a few years. 
Although this Mr. Eisenmayer never 
came to the United States he said in his 
letter that he had been studying the 
map of the United States and its topog- 
raphy. He strongly advised his son-in- 
law Mr. Postel to go up to Minnesota as 
he could see there was a valuable water 
power there at St. Anthony Falls and 
he felt certain that some day the sur- 
rounding country would raise large 
quantities of grain. 

The letter said: ‘tGo up there and 
buy all the land that you can, as some 
day it will be valuable. You may not 
live to see -the day, but your children 
will.”’ Mr. Postel realizes that Mr. 
HKisenmayer’s prophecy has come true, 
but says he is satisfied at having re- 
mained in Mascoutah, as he considers 
St. Clair county the only spot on earth. 
The letter referred to is yellow with age 
and is written in German. It was sent 
to this country before envelopes were in- 
vented, being done up in a package as 
was customary in those days. 

At the time the letter was written Min- 
neapolis was unheard of. The fact that 
a man who had never been in this coun- 
try should make such a prediction, is 
remarkable. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Paul Ravesies of the H. C. Cole Mill- 
ing Co., Chester, Ill., was in St. Louis 
with his family to spend Christmas. 

The city flour contract was let last 
week and was secured by a local mill. 
The price was $4.14 a bbl, or 26c a bbl 
more than was paid on the previous con- 
tract which was let at $3.88. 


W. H. Danforth, president of the Puri- 
na Mills, has returned from Europe. 
While abroad he visited the principal 
cities on the Continent and in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom and found the prospects for 
introducing his mills’ products very 
promising. 

The leading bakers of St. Louis, who 
meet each Wednesday evening to enjoy 
bowling, with the representatives of the 
leading Minnesota and Kansas mills 
held their Christmas meeting last Wed- 
nesday. After a bowling contest, the 
party adjourned to a restaurant where 
an elaborate supper was served. 


Ocean freight rates by way of the Gulf 
are declining principally on account of 
the small amount of exports. The rate 
from New Orleans to Liverpool is three 
cents a bushel, and from St. Louis to 
New Orleans it costs six cents a bushel. 
If business can not be done on these 
rates there is small hope for the export- 
ers of grain. 

The Merchants’ Exchange has leased 
to the postoffice authorities sufficient 
space in the lobby of the Exchange 
building to take the place of the annex 
which formerly was situated at Third 
street and Olive. Extensive improve- 
ments will be made to meet the require- 
ments of the annex from which the mail 
of the commercial district will be han- 
dled. 


One of the largest steam engines ever 
made arrived last week at the World’s 
Fair grounds. It was made by the Allis- 
Chalmers Co. of Milwaukee, and is a 5,- 
000-hp engine. It will be installed in 
Machinery hall at once, the foundations 
being ready to receive it. The engine 
weighs 720 tons, of which the fiy wheel, 
which is in ten parts, weighs 116 tons. 
It took 21 cars to carry the consignment. 

R. L. Downton, superintendent miller 
for the Bernet, Craft @ Kauffman Mill- 
ing Co. at Mt. Carmel, Ill., was a St. 
Louis visitor for the Christmas holi- 
days. He said the new mil! was giving 
perfect satisfaction, and that his com- 
pany had been enjoying a good trade, 
although the local supply of wheat was 
limited. He said also that the condition 
of the growing crop was quite satisfac- 
tory. 

A fire which without doubt was of in- 
cendiary origin broke out in the stables 
of the milling plant of the Ph. H. Postel 
Milling Co., at Mascoutah, I1l., Satur- 
day evening. The fire was prevented 
from spreading to the mill which had 
not been running for four days. Dam- 
age to the extent of $1,500 was done. 
For a while a panic reigned throughout 
the town of Mascoutah, as no less than 
seven fires broke out at intervals in va- 
rious parts of the town. George H. 
Postel, manager of the mill has, started 
a subscription list to raise $1,000 to be 
used in an endeavor to bring the mis- 
creants to justice. 


O. M. Friend of Hannibal, Mo., and 
J. ¥. Mueller of Chicago, officers of the 
Fraternity of Operative Millers of 
America, were here last week to make 
arrangements with World’s Fair officials 
for the installation of the flour mill in 
the Agricultural building, that the asso- 
ciation wishes to exhibit at the forth- 
coming Fair, The idea of having a mill 
actually manufacturing flour has keen 
abandoned. The plan is to show a mod- 
el mill with all modern improvements 


and possibly the machinery in motion 
without grinding wheat. The various 
millfurnishers will supply the machin- 
ery, while the operatives’ association 
will stand the expense of erecting suita- 
ble floors for the mill building. 


Wong Kai Kah, commissioner for the 
Chinese World’s Fair commission, 
speaking at a banquet given by the New 
England Society of St. Louis, said that 
he considered the Chinese exclusion act 
was unjust and inconsistent with Ameri- 
can principles. He said further that 
all Europe was fighting to keep out 
American goods, and if their object was 
in part acomplished by protective tar- 
iffs the United States would have to 
look to China and the Orient for the dis- 
posal of her surplus stocks of manufac- 
tured goods. If this was to be the case, 
one of the first things to be done was to 
make friends with China as that would 
be ee the building of a large 
trade. Mr. Wong was educated in New 
England and since being in St. Louis 
has gained much prominence by the in- 
telligent and interesting addresses he 
has made at the many public gatherings 
he has attended in his official capacity. 
It is hoped he will address the St. Louis 
Millers’ Club at one of its monthly gath- 
erings and what he has to say in regard 
to flour trade with China will no doubt 
be interesting to the milling trade at 
large, as Mr. Wong having received a 
thorough American education, is able to 
look at the question from both sides. 


C. F. G. RAIKES. 





' New Orleans 


Special Correspondence 


The flour market was extremely dull 
this week owing to the holidays. Prices 
continus steady and show a small ad- 
vance during the week. Flour quota- 
tions are as follows: hard spring pat- 
ents, $4.457@4.50; straights, $4.15/@4.20; 
clears not wanted; hard winter patents, 
$4@4.05; straights, $3.70@3.75; clears, 
$3.25/@3.30; soft winter patents, $4.45@ 
4.50; extra fancy, $4.25@4.30. These 
prices are per bbl of 196-lb basis, 98-1b 
cotton or 140-lb jute bags, 20@30c more 
being asked if in wood. 

The exports of flour from New Or- 
leans to foreign countries from Aug. 
1, 1902 to July 31, 1903, inclusive, as com- 






piled by the government authorities, 
are as follows, in bbls of 196 lbs: 
Bbls. 
England... 435,419 
Ireland.... 144,542 
Scotland.. 140,587 
Netherlands 33,204 
is oad 00% ves 88,029 
NOI, ©. Sc cr adaonetsecect xs keeects 46,107 
CIN... cc ccaineesicd ant deicsisent eae 39,716 
i ccnSed recacekteuaiassaseu sane 33,278 
i cin b ances satan ee nse peetasne 31,370 
asks h9a0tenscann nn eeertaevess 12,439 
PP POUEE PRINTER s oo cinco wecvesicscvanes 12,245 
ED cn cows ha pWaveennearcdcee reacts 11,118 
IIIS. o's/,.5 5,054 Sisid-ci3.a Rosca och a ada Oe 8,664 
MEE, c/a v'c'e'saaside diana as elowa stn eee 2,634 
BE ccs shakascssakeWsanoatneviatkvwsors 11,624 
AE 0; «5.0 de Bas cokaRaneeasevenuye 1,038,928 
1901-1902........580,282 1900-1901........ 589,544 


Exports of flour for the week were as 
follows: 














Sacks. Bbls 

NN io acon c anand bessadedne wes 9,750 ae 
Liverpool. ale 559 
Havana.... 25,550 
Port Lemon. 2.225 
Porto Rico.. 7,046 
Leith ...... 9,124 
; 0 renee 2,999 
NOD ak c0%s 0 6u2acseeerenceces 1,396 

DC l. cavcunesss0eeeaaetusinaaxwes 214 ee 

BEE Witay conn sweeny Vad Chane UeKanl reer 897 

I cc vdagsacetetaentesadiex NAL 266 

ES ES RRP Pee ere ee ee 59,773 663 


Receipts of grain for the week amount- 
ed to 60 cars of corn, 191 cars of wheat. 
The Maritime inspected 170 cars wheat 
and 30 cars corn; Board of ‘Trade 21 cars 
of wheat and 30 cars of corn. Exports 
amounted to 281,200 bus of wheat and 
38,578 bus of corn. 

Stocks of grain in elevators Dec. 25 
were as follows: 

Wheat, bus. Corn, bus, 

— 000 









Stuyvesant.. 6, 54, 

Westwego. 358,000 110,000 

rrr 70,000 8 = neces 
ME. a ecenecennhads on 544,000 164.000 


The New Orleans Board of Trade will 
hold its annual election of officers Jan, 
ll. J. H. Layfe, the present incumbent, 
and H. B. Schrieber have been nomi- 
nated for the presidency and a lively 
campaign is expected. 

H. T. LAWLER, JR. 

New Orleans, La., Dec. 26, 





C. 8. Christensen Co., Madelia, Minn., 
Dec, 26: Flour trade is characterized 
by the usual holiday dullness. Domes- 
tic buyers are taking flour in a hand-to- 
mouth way. Have not been able to do 
any foreign business lately; bids very 
much out of line. Demand for all kinds 
of millfeed is good at higher prices. 
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Milwaukee 


Special Correspondence 


Flour was firm during the last week 
and Milwaukee millers held to their 
prices on the basis of $4.55@4.65 for hard 
spring patents in wood, but the volume 
of new business was disappointingly 
small, thcugh it was somewhat larger 
than in the preceding week, with choice 
spring patents and clears selling the 
most freely for domestic shipment, and 
some clears being placed for export. 
Shipping directions came in slowly, as 
is usual at this time of the year, prior to 
the Christmas holiday season, and asa 
result three of the mills shut down on 
Wednesday and the other two stopped 
running Thursday to remain idle until 
after the holidays at least. Even the 
strength displayed in wheat prior to 
Christmas day failed to stimulate the 
demand and buyers held off, preferring 
to limit their purchases until after the 
holiday season. 


The shut-down during holiday week 
will give Milwaukee millers an oppor- 
tunity to make needed repairs in the 
machinery and plants, and itis not ex- 
pected that any of the mills will be run 
except on half time during the remain- 
der of the holiday season. Shipping 
directions last week came in irregular- 
ly, and as jobbers usually keep their 
stocks down at this season of the year, 
or at least not increasing them, it is an- 
ticipated that unless something extraor- 
dinary occurs the business here will be 
at a standstill. No special significance 
was attached to a sale of clears made 
last week for export, as the prices were 
not indicative of profit to a material de- 
gree. 


The output for the week was 20,550 
bbls, against 35,100 the preceding week, 
33,300 a year ago and 39,900 the same time 
in 1901. One plant was shut down the 
entire week, three discontinued opera- 
tions on Wednesday and two on Thurs- 
day, and out of the entire number, only 
two ran on full time when their machin- 
ery was in operation. 

Millers again complained of the difti- 
culty they experienced in obtaining a 
suitable supply of choice milling wheat 
last week. The premium for the best 
qualities was maintained firmly and in 
some instances it was enhanced where 
the offerings were perfectly satisfactory 
to the millers. As a result the ordinary 
grades of spring found a readier sale 
when free from smut and bin burn, and 
a great deal of the poorer grades of No. 
2 northern was disposed of. Milwaukee 
millers had slightly over 500,000 bus of 
wheat in their own elevators last week 
to meet future contingencies, but the 
shut down during the latter half of the 
week will probably make the figures 
show an increase in private stocks. 

Considerable complaint was heard 
last week of the difficulty experienced 
in securing cars for the movement of 
flour and millfeed, and shippers fear 
that unless some radical measures are 
taken in the near future by the railroad 
companies on both sides of Lake Michi- 
gan, last winter’s experiences will be 
duplicated and breadstuffs shipments 
held up for weeks. 


NOTES 


A severe struggle seems imminent be- 
tween factions on ’change relative to the 
permission given last week by the di- 
rectors to the private wire houses to 
erect booths on the floor of the exchange 
room and install their operators there 
instead of confining them to their pri- 
vate offices. The commission men who 
do not maintain private wires insist 
that this plan would give those who do 
an unfair advantage over them in the 
transmission of orders and returns, and 
on Thursday a petition to the board of 
directors objecting to this procedure 
was freely signed. It was reported Fri- 
day that the Chamber of Commerce di- 
rectors had received an intimation from 
the Chicago Board of Trade that if pri- 
vate wires were installed in the ex- 
change room here the Chicago quota- 
tions would be withheld from Milwau- 
kee operators. 

A. W. FRIESE. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Dec. 28. 





D. M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis, Dec. 
26: We have experienced the usual 
Christmas-week trade; no sales of con- 
sequence in any market, Farmers’ 
wheat deliveries have been rather above 
the average for this time of year, The 
movement at points Iam interested in, 
while light in the fall, is now well up to 
the average for the crop. The grain is 
coming from farmers’ bins in very good 
condition. We hear more or less of bin- 
burned wheat, but have seen preecieany 
none offered. Local demand for mill- 


feed continues brisk, especially for 


bran, all of our output being taken in 
the immediate vicinity of the mills. 
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The last fortnight of the year wit- 
nesses the dullest condition of the flour 
trade during the present season. There 
appears to be no general demand for 
flour, and, while there are current orders 
from established trade to a moderate to- 
tal, there is not a single section after 
flour in suffivient quantity to relieve the 
uniform quiet. Foreign business is 
dead dull. Mills are for the most part 
holding at 22s 9d or 23s, but buyers con- 
tinue to bid well under this. Mills are 
taking little or no interest in foreign 
markets during the holidays, the two 
factors of slack demand and the holiday 
season proving too much for even the 
most hopeful disposition. 

Eastern business is also affected by 
the holiday season, and in addition the 
east appears to have about as much 
flour from Kansas as it can dispose of 
for the present. Prices have been 
shaded to the low limit and at $3.75@3.80 
basis New York no sales are made. 
Most mills are asking 10c, and many 
mills quote 20c more than these prices, 
basis jute. 

Central states buyers are taking flour 
for immediate needs and no more. 
Prices are based by mills on a value of 
$3.55 Missouri river for standard long 
patents in quarter cottons. Mills with 
an established trade for actual mid- 
dlings patents are asking and selling to 
an extent at $4@4.20 to select trade in 
central states, basis quarter cottons de- 
livered, thirty-day terms. 

Mills are much less active. Most mer- 
chant mills in this section and general- 
ly through the southwest were idle the 
last half of the week, having extended 
the ordinary Christmas holiday over 
three days on account of the inactivity 
of trade. While many mills have a good 
deal of flour booked, shipping direc- 
tions are slow and there is not much en- 
couragement under present conditions 
to accumulate flour in warehouses. 

The total production in the southwest 
for the week just ended was probably a 
third less than the total for any week 
since the new crop movement began. 
Mills will not 1un strong this week and 
the production will be small. 

Feed is strong and there is good de- 
mand. The south is taking much bran 
direct from mills in Kansas. 

Wheat is in good supply, with prices 
practically unchanged. ‘The southwest- 
ern cash situation is an attractive one 
from the miller’s standpoint. 

The production at Kansas City for the 
week just ended was 17,000 bbls, com- 
pared with 40,700 the week previous, and 
30,400 a year ago, 


DEATH OF PHILIP E. BURROUGH 


Philip EK. Burrough, for many years a 
well-known figure and interesting chur- 
acter on the floor of the Board of Trade 
and about the Exchange building, died 
at his homein the south part of town 
Wednesday night of last week. He was 
tound dead in bed when his family arose 
Thursday morning. His death is sup- 
posed to have been due to heart disease 
though the bite of aspider is thought by 
those nearest to him to have been the 
cause of his sudden death, His funeral 
was held Sunday afternoon and was at- 
tended by many members of the Board 
of Trade, to all of whom he was known 
and by many of whom he was personally 
well liked, 

Mr. Burrough’s personality was an in- 
teresting one. He had lived for many 
yearsin Kansas City and was well- 
known toa great part of the reading 
public, There was ever something about 
him to talk of and very often something 
to be written about in the public prints. 
He was for many years British vice-con- 
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sul here, was prominent in secret orders, 


and took a keen interest in Boardo 
Trade affairs and in public affairs gen- 
erally. His own business suffered many 
ups and downs. For several years he 
has devoted u great part of attention to 
handling feed. He did a large business 
in this and bought at one time or anoth- 
er from nearly every mill in the south- 
west. 

No name on the Board of Trade was 
better known among millers than was 
Mr. Burrough’s. Two or three years ago 
he got on the right side of the bran mar- 
ket and made a considerable profit, but 
most of it was lost later in unfortunate 
transactions or in the floods last June. 
At the time of his death his -tusiness 
was but moderately profitable. Busi- 
ness troubles and the sad death of his 
wife in a runaway accident last spring 
had caused him much worry in the last 
few months. 

Two little daughters who survive 
him will be well provided for through a 
considerable amount of life insurance 
which their father carried. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


H. 8S. Kennedy was in town today and 
will leave tonight to attend the meeting 
at Wichita. 


The Imboden Milling Co., Wichita, 
Kansas, is adding new machinery and 
making improvements in its plant. 


The Board of Trade observed Friday 
and Saturday as holidays and practi- 
cally no business was done by mills here 
Saturday. Nearly all mills in this 
neighborhood were idle and many of 
them took a three-day holiday. Friday 
and Saturday of this week will be ob- 
served as holidays. 


Samuel W. Madge of Council Grove, 
Kansas, was here over Christmas. He 
says that he hopes to get his new mill 
started in about a fortnight or three 
weeks. The mill is being built to re- 
place one destroyed by fire last fall but 
three days after Mr. Madge had come 
into possession of the property and 
while it was uninsured. The new mill 
will have a capacity of 75 to 100 bbls. 


Several millers and others from here 
will leave tonight to attend the meeting 
of the Southern Kansas Millers’ Com- 
mercial Club which will be held at 
Wichita tomorrow. The meeting will be 
held during the day and will be fol- 
lowed by a banquet at the Hamilton ho- 
telin the evening. About one hundred 
acceptances have already been received 
by Secretary F. D. Stevens. 


Henry Toevs, manager of the Eagle 
Milling Co., Newton, Kansas, was here 
early last week. He believes that a very 
large part of the wheat in western Kan- 
sas is still held by farmers and that this 
amount, together with country mill and 
elevator stocks make a total of probab- 
ly 40 million bushels. He reports the 
flour trade never so good as this fall. 
It is probable that he will make con- 
siderable improvements before next 
harvest. 


Millers of southern Kansas, many 
from the central and northern part of 
the state and practically all of those in 
Oklahoma will put their tradein central 
states on a cash basis Feb. 1. The mill- 
ers of Oklahoma were the initial movers 
in the plan but practically every miller 
to whom it has been suggested has 
heartily adopted it, and it appears cer- 
tain that the trade will henceforth be on 
acash basis. Losses on time selling 
have been unusually small during the 
past year, and even in the south and 
southeast credits have been unusually 
good; but the time appears to be an op- 
portune one to change from the usual 30 
day terms. It is probable that the en- 
tire southwest will follow the example 
of the millers of Kansas and Oklahoma. 
A few Missouri mills are already ona 
cash basis with all their trade except in 
the east. 

R. E. STERLING. 





C. E. French of L. Christian Co., Min- 
neapolis, Dec. 28: Wedid a fair busi- 
ness last week, especially considering 
the holiday season, sales being mainly 
in domestic markets. The outlook for 
wheat prices continues as strong as 
ever; stocks in this city and Duluth are 
smaller than last year, and are only 
about one-half of what they were two 
years ago. Wheat and flour both seem 
to be a good purchase, as the outlook 
favors a price around 86c for Chicago 
May, and the chances are very favora- 
ble for it to reach 87c; possibly even a 
higher level. A war between Japan and 
Russia, should it come, would doubt- 
less stop shipments from Russia, and 
then there would be no limiting the ad- 
vance, because of the short , European 
supplies. However, since foreign mar- 
kets are more in touch with this ques- 
tion than we can be, it is well enough 
to leave this advance out of our esti- 
mates, unless there should arise a more 
active foreign demand for flour than we 
have experienced in the recent past. 


Montreal 


Special Correspondence 


The light arrivals of Ontario grades 
of flour for sale on this market for some 
time back have been one of the more 
interesting phases of the situation and 
no one in the trade appeared to be able 
to give a lucid explanation, some attrib- 
uting their smaliness to one cause and 
some to another. It now turns out that 
the export demand which since last 
spring has been a prominent feature of 
the market, has continued in such vol- 
ume for future shipment despite the 
high prices Ontario millers are asking, 
that they have been more or less indiffer- 
ent until the present time in regard to 
the local demand. Of late, however, 
they have shown more desire to trade 
here, but they still ask fairly steady 
prices except in isolated instances. 

There is no change in regard to spring 
wheat flours and prices are still firmly 
held. Asis usual during the holiday 
season jobbing demand is less active 
than it usually is, and for this reason 
the volume of current daily business in 
both spring and winter wheat grades 
is not considerable now. 


FLOUR STANDARDS 


Each year I have noted discontent in 
the flour trade over the delay of the fed- 
eral government in the fixing of flour 
standards. On ’change today a leading 
broker told me that this delay each 
season in making the standards for 
flour ground from new wheat, was quite 
incomprehensible to him especially as 
the trade generally demanded them. 
The standards should be made up in 
October of each year, whereas the gov- 
ernment, when it does move in the mat- 
ter, does so along toward the following 
spring. The Dominion Millers’ Asso- 
ciation has again taken up the matter 
and has passed strong resolutions ask- 
ing the government to act without delay 
as the uncertainty regarding the stand- 
ards is leading to a lot of friction. 

It is odd, however, that Sir Richard 
Cartwright, the minister of trade and 
commerce with whose department ac- 
tion lies, will allow red tape to have its 
sweet will this year as in former seasons 


MR. THOMPSON ON JAPANESE TRADE 


F. W. Thompson, vice-president and 
managing director of the Ogilvie Flour 
Mills Co., Ltd., discussing Japanese 
and Oriental trade the other day, re- 
marked that according to some Ameri- 
can papers the trade with Japan had in- 
creased enormously, a dispatch to the 
New York Evening Post placing the 
Exports of the last five months as high 
as 800,000 bbls, compared with 307,000 
last year. ‘'These figures,’’ said Mr. 
Thompson, ‘tlook very big, and show 
the importance of the Far Eastern mar- 
kets, if they are correct, but so far as 
my information goes the bulk of this 
demand is for low-grade flour. Canada 
does not produce any great amount of 
this owing to her relatively smaller out- 
put and so far the Canadian trade in the 
Far East is comparitively small. At 
the same time itis eminently satisfac- 
tory for the reason that what Canadian 
flour has been marketed there, is of the 
standard brands and well worthy of the 
country from which it was shipped. 

‘*There has been a great demand for 
flour in Japan during the last few 
months owing tothe partial failure of 
the rice crop and the frugal Japanese 
under the mistaken impression that 
anything is flour which looks white and 
which makes bread, have been in the 
market for the lowest grades obtaina- 
ble. As a matter of fact the surplus of 
the American mills which could not be 
sold elsewhere is being shipped to 
Japan. 

‘tAs these people grow accustomed to 
the taste for flour, however, I believe 
they will demand an article otf the best 
quality and inthis connection I have 
no fear of our Canadian flour standing 
comparison with any competitor.”’ 

Mr. Thompson is a bull on the gener- 
al outlook regarding flour and grain 
and he added that all his most recent 
advices tended to confirm his views in 
this regrd. 

NOTES 


Advices from Port of Spain dated 
Dec. 5 received here this week, state: 
‘tLarge assortments of breadstuffs re- 
cently came to hand. All grades of 
flour were moving more freely, though 
prices had not appreciably improved 
except in the case of one or two certain 
brands. Clear grades were quoted at 
$6.25 to $6.50. Recent landings of Cana- 
dian flours had been light, and for one 
shipment of 200 bbls aslight advance 
was being asked. Cornmeal was in over 
supply and neglected.”’ 

Canadian importations from Great 
Britain under the present preferential 
tariff continue to increase. For the four 
months ending October the total impor- 
tations for consumption were $13,442,157, 
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as against $11,323,342 for the same four 
months of last year. The total importa- 
tions from Germany, to which the sur- 
tax is applicable, amount to $1,462,671 
for the four months ended Oct. 31. The 
surtax did not go into force entirely un- 
til Oct. 1, goods purchased _ before 
April 16 having been exempted from it 
until Sept. 30. 


The shipping trade here, commenting 
on the fact that New Orleans and Mont- 
real stand second and third on the list 
of ports handling grain and flour, con- 
tend that the increase in trade of both 
ports is the natural consequence of both 
centers being connecting points be- 
tween inland and ocean navigation. It 
proves beyond peradventure in their 
opinion that in the fight for the foreign 
trade, the ports which have both rail 
and water communication will turn out 
winners inthe long run. The farmers 
and millers of the interior as a result of 
these two competing routes, always 
have an effective weapon to contest at- 
tempts at the imposition of extortionate 
rates by the railway companies. The 
total exports of flour via the St. Law- 
rence during the season of navigation 
this year from May to November were 
1,550,419 sacks and 126,205 bbls. 


Montreal, Dec. 28. W. A. RITOHIE. 





Michigan 
Special Correspondence 


Flour was very quiet last week and 
there was not much change in prices. 
The mills turned out 9,500 bbls of flour, 
compared with 11,400 the week before 
and 10,500 a year ago. The week’s sales 
were not any greater than this produc- 
tion, the demand being slack from all 
directions. : 

Foreigners did not take the trouble to 
eable any bids and the millers knew 
there was little to be accomplished by 
offering their product. From the east 
there were inquiries and some indica- 
tion of business in the near future, but 
little actual business resulted. Trade 
with the south was equally slow. ‘There 
is little expectation of doing much this 
week and the mills are taking things 
easy. 

Trade in northwestern spring wheat 
suffered along with the winter wheat 
product. ‘The feeling was firm, but 
bakers were not loading up. Rye flour 
was in fair demand and so was buck- 
wheat flour. 

Shipping instructions are coming to 
hand slowly. 


NOTES 


The Detroit Starchless Flour Co. is 
the name of anew concern just launched 
here with $150,000 capital. 

Base ball bas claimed a man from the 
milling industry. F. A. Derham, who 
runs a mill at Durand, has been signed 
asacatcher by the Detroit base ball 
club. It is expected that he will let 
nothing get away. 


The Canadian steamer Monarch, with 
acargo largely made up of flour, is 
blocked by the ice in the Sault Ste. 
Marie river and will remain there all 
winter, as tugs sent to her assistance 
have failed to reach her. 


E. Wright Hall, one of the oldest resi- 
dents of Mt. Clemens, who died a few 
days ago at the age of 88 years, was a 
pioneer in the milling industry of that 
section of Michigan. His partner was 
William T. Doremus, afterward a prom- 
inent business man of New York City. 


The Cero-Fruto Co., one of the largest 
of the Battle Creek food companies, is 
introuble. It has been declared bank- 
rupt owing to inability to meet debts. 
The stock is largely held by a number 
of Chicago millionaires and there isa 
report that the trouble comes as a result 
of disagreement between stockholders 
rather than from failing to make money. 


John L. Dexter, who represents the 
Pillsbury-Washburn products in this 
district, is an enthusiastic yachtsman 
and very popular with the pleasure sail- 
ors. He was last week elected commo- 
dore of the Detroit Boat Club yachts- 
men at the annual meeting. Mr. Dexter 
takes a great interest in yachting and 
was one of the managers of the Cadillac 
when she sailed for the Canada’s cup at 
Chicago a few years ago. 

Traflic in flour and wheat through the 
Sault Ste. Marie canals for the last year 
shows a decrease of 20 per cent com- 
pared with that of the year before. In 
1903, 7,093,380 bbls passed through, com- 
pared with 8,910,240 during the season of 
1902. Of wheat, 61,384,552 bus passed 
through in 1903, compared with 76,730,965 
bus the year before. The Canadian ca- 
nal carried 2,773,444 bbls of flour and the 
United States canal, 4,319,800 bbls. One 
hundred and thirty-five barrels wentina 
westerly direction and all the remainder 
was bound east, 

JOHN BARR, 

Detroit, Mich., Dec, 28. 
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The milling business in this section 
of the country is practically at a stand- 
still. Last week the Indianapolis mills 
produced but one-third of their possible 
output. They ran for a day orso the 
forepart of the week, then closed down 
to prevent a loss. This week the pros- 
pects are for a still lighter run; in fact, 
no improvement is expected until after 
the first of the new year. The business 
transacted last week was practicall¥ 
confined to domestic trade, and that was 
carte gree local. Eastern and export 

uyers are evidently out of the market. 
To make sales, one has tosell on a basis 
of 85c, whereas wheat is scarce at 89c. 
From very reliable sources it is learned 
that most of the mills in the Ohio valley 
will not begin operations again until 
the beginning of the new year, which 
probably means Jan. 4. 

Wheat is quite scarce and the inspec- 
tions in Indianapolis last week were 
about one-fifth of an average week at 
this time of the year. Last Saturday 
88'4@89)}.c was offered for No. 2 red, and 
but one car secured at the top figures. 
Stocks of wheat in Indianapolis at the 
close of the week amounted to 246,035 
bus, which is a decrease of 8,455 com- 
pared with the week before. 

Feed is in fairly good demand at 
somewhat better prices. Last Saturday 
millers in Indianapolis were getting 
$17@17.50 per ton bulk, for domestic 
shipment. Where sales were made in 
sacks $1.25 extra was charged. 

Indianapolis flour prices last Satur- 
day were dc per bbl higher than in the 
week before, as follows: patent, 4.15@ 
4.35; straight, $3.90@4.05, both per 196 lbs 
in wood for domestic shipment. 

In the week ended Dec. 26, Indianapo- 
lis mills produced 8,830 bbls of flour, 
compared with 9,700 the week before, 
7,310 a year ago, and 9,090 in 1901. 


THE NEW WHEAT CROP 


The weather last week was very hard 
on the growing wheat. The week opened 
cold, followed by a thaw and then more 
frost until the plant was exposed and 
the ground covered with a sheet of ice 
and no snow protection. On Christmas 
day there was a blizzard and a sudden 
drop of from 30 to 40 degrees of temper- 
ature. The snow did not stay on the 
ground in one place long enough to do 
any good, and the consequence is that 
the wheat is exposed to zero weather. 
Conditions in northern Indiana and 
Ohio are much better than the central 
and southern portion of these states. 
Up to about a week ago many com- 
plaints were made regarding drouth in 
the southwest portion of the Ohio val- 
ley; this has since heen broken and 
good rains are reported but this cold 
snap is liable to prove more serious 
than the drouth. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


The elevator firm of Gordon & Dehr- 
ing, Curtice, Ohio, has dissolved. 

Webb Bros., flour and feed dealers of 
Indianapolis, are out of business. 

Irwin & Durrah, grain dealers of An- 
derson, Ind., have sold out to T. R. 
Moore. 

The 50-bbl mill owned by Buchele 
Bros., Liberty Center, Ohio, was dam- 
aged by fire last week. 

A suit to dissolve the partnership of 
J. W. Fisher & Co., grain merchants of 
Cincinnati, has been entered. 

Warren H. Simmons, manager of the 
Bemis Indianapolis Bag Co., left last 
Saturday on a business trip to Boston. 
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The Indiana Grain Dealers’ Associa- 
tion, the head quarters of which is in 
this city, will hold its annual meeting 
at the Claypool hotel, Indianapolis, Jan. 
6 and 7. : 


L. H. Blanton of Indianapolis has 
just returned from a few days’ shooting 
in central Indiana, and he reports that 
the growing wheat looks very brown 
and backward. 

The Nordyke & Marmon Co., Indian- 
apolis, Ind., has contracted to remodel 
the mill of St. Mary’s (Mo.) Mill Co., 
and increase its capacity to 500 bbls. 
This order includes roller mills and the 
square sifter system. 


The J. E. M. Milling Co.’s elevator at 
Frankfort, Ky., together with over 60,- 
000 bus of grain, burned last Thursday. 
Its 500-bb1 mill escaped with slight dam- 
age by fire and water. Insurance on 
mill, elevator and machinery amounts 
to $35,000, $13,000 of which was on the 
elevator building. 

The Goshen (Ind.) Milling Co. reports 
good business with local and western 
trade only. Eastern and export busi- 
ness is slow owing to severe competi- 
tion and unreasonable prices. Receipts 
of wheat have been heavy for the last 
two weeks since sleighing has been 
good. Feed business has improved and 
prices are higher. The growing crop is 
well protected by snow. 

The Paoli (Ind.) Milling Co.’s new 
plant was totally destroyed by fire at 
anearly hour Saturday morning. An 
elevator situated nearby and contain- 
ing some 15,000 bus of wheat also caught 
fire but was extinguished before much 
damage was done. The loss of the mill 
is roughly estimated at $15,000. The in- 
surance does not exceed $4,000, divided 
among four old line companies. The 
fire originated from a defective flue. 


H. D. Yoder, secretary and treasurer 
of the Blanton Milling Co., Indianapo- 
lis, has lately succeeded in putting 
through a deal, whereby the Southern 
Traction Co. of Indiana of which he is 
president has acquired the plant, fran- 
chises, etc., of the Madison (Ind.) Light 
& Railway Co., which plant is to be con- 
solidated with a traction line to be built 
and operated between Carrollton, Ky., 
via Madison, and North Madison, Ind., 
to Hanover, Ind. A further extension has 
been decided upon from North Madison 
to Columbus, Ind, thus forming with 
Indianapolis, Columbus and the South- 
ern Traction Co. a through line from the 
Ohio river to Indianapolis. 


George W. Norman, secretary of the 

. P. Moore Milling Co., Princeton, 
Ind., reported last Thursday as follows: 
'tWe are shut down at present owing to 
scarcity of cars. We have enough fiour 
sold torun full time for two or three 
weeks, and will start up fuJl time as 
soon as we can get cars. Domestic flour 
trade has been a little dull in the last 
week or two, as buyers were disposed to 
hold off until after stock-taking time 
and until they see what becomes of the 
December corner in St. Louis. We 
placed a few orders for export this week 
at close figures. Our growing wheat is 
not showing up very well, owing to the 
dry weather we have had, but we do not 
think it has been damaged. We have 
had good rains in the last few days, and 
if the weather turns warm, we expect to 
see the wheat come out nicely.”’ 


The new 5,000-bu corn mill at Shelby- 
ville, built by the Wolf Co. of Cham- 
bersburg, Pa., for the Nading Mill & 
Grain Co., has been completed. The 
plant is absolutely new in every detail, 
and is built to manufacture high grade 
corn products, grits, pearl and cream 
meals, bakers’ cones, corn flour and all 
grades of brewers’ goods. It is situated 
on the main line of the C. C. C. & St. L. 
railway. The building is of brick and 
three stories in height. The power plant 
consists of a 300-hp marine boiler and a 
250-hp Chandler & Taylor Automatic en- 
gine with pumps and heater. The presi- 
dent of the company, William Nading, 
has spared neither time nor money in 
building the plant. The company, in 
addition to its Shelbyville elevator, has 
six other elevators situated in the corn 
districts, the total capacity of which is 
250,000 bus. 


FROM THE TRADE—INDIANA 


George 'T. Evans, Indianapolis: The 
situation of flour might be expressed in 
three words, ‘'business is dead,” or to 
get more of the spirit of the season, '‘is 
taking a vacation.’’ The past week has 
been the dullest week we have had ina 
year. Feed could have been sold in 
abundance if we had it, and at materi- 
ally higher prices than a week ago. 
But flour, neither foreign nor domestic 
buyer would think of, unless one had 
some bargains. At the present time we 
do not know of any winter wheat mill- 
ers that have any bargains. If they do, 
they must be taking them out of their 
profit and loss account. One thing is 
certain, that the continued scarcity of 


wheat does not warrant any one in giv- 
ing away what supplies he may have, 
whether higher priced or low priced. 
Purchases made now require a good, 
stiff figure. We do not see any prospect 
in the immediate future of anything 
lower. 


Blanton Milling Co., Indianapolis: 
The holiday has almost entirely checked 
business with us, as everybody seems 
to be out of the flour market until after 
the first of the year, except in a small 
way. Asthis is the usual condition of 
trade, we are, therefore, not disappoint- 
ed. Under the impetus of cold weather, 
the feed trade has been good. Very 
little wheat has been offered by farmers 
or country shippers. 


Acme Milling Co., Indianapolis: 
There is — little doing this week. 
Our foreign buyers are either out of line 
considerably, or out of the market en- 
tirely. At home the trade is almost 
dead; nevertheless we have had a few 
inquiries and some of them have result- 
ed in business. Feed is in limited de- 
mand, but considerably better prices are 
obtainable owing to small offerings. 


CHARLES NICHOLS. 





Tennessee 


Special Correspondence 


Trade in flour during the first part of 
the week was very satisfactory to mill- 
ers generally, but this was attributed to 
the flush of Christmas times rather than 
to any. legitimate reason for improve- 
ment of trade conditions, notwithstand- 
ing there is much room for improve- 
ment. The result has been a falling 
away of demand at the close of the week 
and millers are finding time hanging 
heavy on their hands. ‘The Liberty 
Mills company shut down both of its 
mills Thursday night until Monday, so 
as to give their employees an opportuni- 
ty to enjoy the Christmas festivities. 

Millers of this section do not look for 
much improvement in flour conditions 
so long as wheat is held in St. Louis at 
from ten to twelve cents more than it is 
worth. While millers as a rule in the 
winter wheat belt are governed largely 
by St. Louis, they can not sell flour 
based on present wheat values ruling 
there. In order to sell flour at a profit 
basedon St. Louis wheat it would have 
to be advanced at least 50c per bbl. The 
mills nearer Chicago are getting their 
wheat at ten cents less than St. Louis 
prices and thus they have become for- 
midable competitors of the southeastern 
mills and this competition is having its 
effects. 

Millers are unwilling to make conces- 
sions and are holding prices firmly at 
unchanged quotations, which are, for 
best patent, $4.45; choice, $3.35; with the 
usual differentials for the intermediate 
grades. These prices apply to flour in 
wood. In cotton sacks or jute a reduc- 
tion of 15¢c is made per bbl for shipment. 


* 


Flour business for the year just clos- 
ing has been less satisfactory than prob- 
ably for three or four years. In the first 
place the wheat crop of the state, es- 
pecially in the middle section, was un- 
usually short. This would not have 
been a very serious matter within itself, 
but other circumstances combined to 
make itso. Millers always grind their 
own wheat first, but this is never more 
than enough to last up to the present 
time in the season. For the remainder 
of the winter they must draw from St. 
Louis and other western points, but the 
Spencer corner on soft wheat has forced 
them to look to other markets for sup- 
plies to keep up operations, 

It has been no easy matter to find odd 
lots of grain, for all available stuff has 
been headed toward St. Louis. By a 
combination of good luck and the poli- 
cy of making long time contracts, the 
millers of Nashville have managed to 
get together enough grain to keep them 
running. Again, the aggregate output 
of the mills of Nashville has not been as 
large as usual nor near up to the capa- 
city of the mills. This has to some ex- 
tent helped to curtail the total amount 
of business. 

The Model mill, owned by the Liber- 
ty company, burned a year ago last 
November and this cut down the total 
output by 1,500 bbls a day. The Cum- 
berland under its previous management 
was run upon a conservative basis and 
was rarely operated beyond 15 hours a 
day, the rule being half time, so another 
500 bbls must be deducted from the pus- 
sible output. Since coming into the 
hands of the Liberty Mills, the Cumber- 
land’s running time has been increased 
to an average of 15 hours and as soon as 
the business can be worked up it is the 
intention of the owners to run it on full 
time just as the Liberty is now operated. 

A retrospective view of the wheat sit- 
uation of 1903 shows that up to April 15 
there was never a more flattering pros- 
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pect for a bumper crop, but by May 10 
there was much doubt about the final 
outturn. After harvest and threshing 
the disappointment of both farmers and 
dealers was indescribable. Many crops 
which promised a yield of 25 bus 
threshed out from five to ten bushels 
and some fields made absolutely noth- 
ing. The average yield for Tennessee 
was not more than eight bushels. 

The price of old wheat in January 
was 78c. The new crop opened in July 
at 75e, but soon rose to 83c and since 
then the price has gradualiy hardened 
until now the price is 91@93c. So short 
was the local crop that it is doubtful 
had the total receipts been milled here 
whether it would have been sufficient to 
ran the local mills 30 days. There is 
now little or no local wheat in farmers’ 
hands. As regards the growing crop, 
there is not half the usual acreage 
sown and its condition is the poorest 
seen at this season for the past ten 
years. The same will apply to the fall 
sowing of oats, barley and rye, and 
there has been absolutely no benefit 
from growing these crops this fall. 

Mills are still playing shy of the St. 
Louis market and are drawing needed 
supplies from the Ohio river points. 
They are paying from lc to 93c for this 
grain with milling-in-transit privileges. 
St. Louis wheat delivered in Nashville 
would cost something near the dollar 


~ mark. 


Bran and other millfeed are in good 
demand, fully sufficient to absorb entire 
output. Prices are unchanged, being 
for bran, $17.50 per ton in car lots, with 
one dollar more for smaller lots; mid- 
a $21; hominy feed $19, f.o.b. Nash- 
ville. 

The corn mills are running on 15 
hours’ time and the demand is fully 
sufficient to absorb output at ruling 
prices which are for bolted meal $1.20 
per 100 lbs; pearl meal and grits, $1.30 
at the mills. 

Corn receipts are picking up and 
movement is sufficient to supply the 
mills with all they need. Prices are 
still ranging from 46%c to 47e. 


NOTES 


The Birmingham (Ala.) Grain Co. 
sustained a loss of $15,000 by fire Thurs- 
day. Half the loss was covered by in- 
surance, 


H. S. Kennedy, secretary of the Na- 
tional Millers’ Federation, spent the 
holidays here with W. KR Donnelly, sec- 
retary of the Southeastern Millers’ As- 
sociation. 


The railroads have decided not to 
abolish the reshipping privileges on 
flour. This means that flour may be 
shipped here and distributed through- 
out the southeast on a through rate. 


JAMES B,. CLARK. 
Nashville, Dec. 28. 


Toledo 


Special Correspondence 


With one mill running four days and 
the rest only three of last week, the 
fiour production was largely curtailed 
and amounted to 16,300 bbls, compared 
with 27,500 the previous week, and 24,700 
ayear ago. ‘Trade has been very dull 
with practically nothing sold by most 
of the mills, although one succeeded in 
disposing of afew lots to both export 
and domestic trade, so that about half 
of the week’s production was _ sold. 
Foreign bids generally are away below 
any chance of working and domestic 
trade is of the usual holiday character. 

The production of one mill here for 
the year 1903 exceeds all previous records 
by more than 40,000 bbls. ‘The mills are 
all expecting good trade after the mid- 
dle of January. 

Millfeed was in very active demand 
with prices advancing and sales equal 
and exceeding production at 25c per ton 
advance over prices of the previous 
week, 

The wheat market here was dull and 
uninteresting, prices fluctuating within 
a cent range on cash wheat, and at the 
close Thursday was no higher than the 
previous week’s close. A small parcel 
was worked from here on an export 
rate and interior mills took about 20,000 
bus. Offerings of wheat from first 
hands are still practically nothing, and 
mills are grinding from their reserve 
stock. Receipts were 33 cars, against 52 
the previous week and 107 last year. 
The stock in store amounts to 340,000 
bus, against 879,000 a year ago. 

Corn was firmer and the trade report- 
ed good demand for export and New 
England trade, with anticipated receipts 
for next two weeks sold. Country offer- 
ings showed no increase, Arrivals do 
not show much improvement in quality 
and the trade says country dealers are 
disposing of their poorest corn first. 


W. E. BRIGHAM. 
Toledo, Ohio, Dec, 28, 1903. 














December 30, 1903 


Eastern Department 


BRANCH OFFICE OF 
THE NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


A 7 Produce Exchange, 
New York City 
WALTER QUACKENBUSH, Manager 
Cable Address ““Palmking”’ - 











Contents of this publication are protected 
by copyright. Republication permitted 
br credit is given the Northwestern 

er. 








NEw YorK, DECEMBER 28, 1903 











The conditions conducive to trade this 
last week have been lacking. With an 
uncertain market in wheat and an un- 
certain feeling regarding the situation 
in the Far East, with the dullness in- 
cident to the holidays, there has been 
very litttle of interest in the flour situa- 
tion. Prices have remained fairly steady 
on all grades excepting Kansas. Spring 
wheat flour is held firmly by mills and 
the dealers on the floor are beginning to 
talk decidedly bullish and are apparent- 
ly coming around to the idea that the 
minimum crop estimates in the north- 
west are likely to be nearer right than 
the maximum estimates. Spring pat- 
ents have been held very firmly by 
mills, and asking quotations have 
ranged up to $4.857@4.90 per bbl, with 
business done moderately at $4.50@4.75 
for ordinary country up to choice city. 
Straights have been quiet though held 
firmly. 6 

In winters the conditions have 
changed but little, if at all. There ap- 
pears to be no increase in the volume of 
offerings. Mills are insistent that they 
can not buy good milling red winter 
wheat at prices which will permit any 
concession in values. Offerings from 
the mills continue light therefore, the 
amount running light and stocks here 
are not large. Quotations are from $3.90 
to $4.10 and there is a quiet trade as 
these quotations, concessions being re- 
fused generally. Low grades are scarce, 
with prices unchanged. 

The situation in Kansas flour has de- 
veloped a little unfavorably, owing to 
pressure of flour here. Stocks on spot 
are quite liberal and the _ buy- 
ing trade, aware of this fact, has 
been hunting for bargains. Mill 
limits are firm and as a_ conse- 
quence very little appears to be doing 
in to-arrive stuff. So-called patents on 
the spot are quoted at $3.85@3.90 asked, 
and $3.75@3.80 bid, with the business on 
the basis of $3,.80@3.85 in sacks. It is 
claimed on the floor that a considerable 
amount of flour has been sold outside 
at limits which were refused on the 
floor. The large receipts of Kansas 
wheat have given buyers the idea that 
there will be a flood of offerings from 
Kansas, but the fact that the Kansas 
City wheat market has held right up un- 
der the arrivals, has rather taken the 
confidence out of buyers. 


LOCAL NEWS 


George Dayton, Towanda, Pa., spent 
last Tuesday in New York City. 

The January financial disbursements 
are expected to reach $134,000,000. 


The fund raisd for the Christmas fund 
of the Produce Exchange amounted to 
$1,650. 

¥. H. Anson, export manager for the 
Ogilvie Flour Mills Co., Montreal, spent 
several days in New York last week. 


George P. Urban, secretary and treas- 
urer of the George Urban Milling Co., 
Buffalo, was on ’change here the middle 
of last week. 


A shipment of flour to South Africa 
from this port arrived there recently 
packed in Arkell waterproof bags. This 
flour opened up sweet and fresh and 
with absolutely no bilge odor. 


A question has been brought before 
the Canal commission in regard to 
locks, which is bringing a new factor 
into the matter. This is the demand for 
locks 33 feet wide instead of 28 feet and 
another feature is a demand for deeper 
water in the locks, and likewise higher 
bridges, with the introduction of the 
housand-ton barges. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


The committee having in charge the 
question of changing the New . York 
grain future contracts so as to include 
all grades of sound grain, and extend- 
ing the warehouse system to Buffalo, is 
making good progress although con- 
fronted by a great number of details re- 
quiring very careful consideration. The 
sub-committees are taking up each ques- 
tion carefully, presenting to the main 
committee the results of these invesiga- 
tions, and it is hoped that a report will 
be possible before Jan. 20. 


STEAMSHIP NEWS 


The Kron-Prinz Wilhelm, which came 
in last week, encountered very rough 
weather and arrived with one blade of 
her propellor gone. 


A statement of 36 English steamship 
companies shows that earnings for the 
last season were 3 per cent, although 
they wrote off only 1% per cent for de- 
preciation. 


The steamship combine has leased the 
new Chelsea piers on the North river 
front, and the vessels of at least five of 
the big companies will be docked in the 
vicinity of 23rd street. These lines will 
be the American, White Star, Red Star, 
Atlantic Transport and Leyland. The 
price paid for these piers will be $483,600. 
yearly, as against $390,000 now received 
from the different lines. 


Quite a sensation was caused by the 
report of very serious disturbance on 
the Bluecher of the Hamburg-American 
Line on account of the rough weather, a 
collision and an alleged riot of steerage 
passengers during the trip. A state- 
ment has been made, however, by the 
captain in which he emphatically denies 
that there was any breach of discipline 
on the part of the immigrants, but ad- 
mits that there was rough weather ex- 
perienced during the trip, necessitating 
that the hatches be kept closed several 
days during the voyage. 

: A. L. RUSSELL. 





Boston 


Special Correspondence 


The holiday interfered to a considera- 
ble extent with the demand for flour 
during the week and mill agents report- 
ed a slow trade for all brands of spring 
and winter wheat fiour. The market 
showed but little change as regards 
prices,values holding steady, especially 
for winter wheat brands. Buyers are 
holding off in order to reduce stocks as 
much as possible before stock taking 
the first of the new year, and they have 
only purchased sufficient supplies to 
carry them over the next week or two. 
Receipts during the week were liberal 
and there is now a large enough supply 
of flour on hand to meet the demands of 
the trade. Similar conditions were re- 
ported in other New England cities and 
a quiet trade is anticipated during the 
next few weeks. 

Spring wheat patents during the week 
were held at $4.80@4.90 per bbl, in wood, 
for Minnesota country brands with few 
sales made above $4.85. ‘The range of 
Minneapolis patents was $#4.95@5 per 
bbl, with one special brand held at $5.10 
per bbl. 

There is not much inquiry for the 
higher-priced flours, most of the sales 
being at the lower range of values. 
Kansas spring patents remained un- 
changed at $4.35@4.55 per bbl, with little 
inquiry for this grade of patent. The 
entire list of winter wheat flours re- 
mained unchanged from a week ago. 
Ohio and Indiana patents were quoted 
at $4.60@4.75 per bbl, in wood,with a few 
special brands held higher. Michigan 
patents were held at $4.50@4.60 per bbl, 
with New York flours about $4.40@4.50. 
Not much inquiry for New York brands. 
The entire list of clears and straights 
remained unchanged with few sales of 
these grades reported. 

NOTES 

The employees of the Boston Cham- 
ber of Commerce were pleasantly re- 
membered Christmas eve by the mem- 
bers, substantial gifts of money being 
given. James V. Godfrey enacted the 
part of Santa Claus. 


The steamship Republic of the White 
Star Line to this port from Liverpool, 
was inspected Wednesday by a large 
number of prominent importers, export- 
ers and railroad officials, after which 
lunch was served in the main saloon of 
the steamship. 


A special meeting of the board of di- 
rectors of the Boston Chamber of Com- 
merce was held Thursday to act upon 
the recent regulation of thé treasury de- 
partment, discontinuing the use in Bos- 
ton of the so-called ‘‘release bond” un- 
der which goods that are withheld for 
sample and appraisement, have been 
released as soon as the examination has 
been completed by the appraiser. The 
use of this bond to secure the release of 
goods has been in force at Boston since 


1886, and has proved of great value to 
merchants handling seasonable or per- 
ishable goods, and its abrogation is 
looked upon as asevere blow to the 
port. In 1885 a similar order discontin- 
uing the use of this bond was issued 
but the protests of the merchants re- 
sulted in the restoration of the privi- 
lege. Underthe ‘trelease bond’ sys- 
tem, samples held for appraisement 
have been released weeks in advance of 
the time they can now be delivered and 
so important is this matter believed to 
be that imports of this class of goods 
are likely to be diverted from the port 
of Boston tothat of New York to se- 
cure the more prompt facilities afforded 
at the latter port. A committee of the 
Chamber of Commerce has proceeded to 
Washington to take up the matter with 
the proper authorities for the abolition 
of the new regulation, or at least its 
suspension until further inquiry into 
the conditions rendering the use of this 
bond an apparent necessity at this port 
can be made. 


Louis W. DE Pass. 
Boston, Mass., Dec. 28. 





Baltimore 


Special Correspondence. 


Higher wheat, caused principally if 
not wholly by manipulation, forced 
most mills to ask more money for flour. 
However, there were a few mills, winter 
and spring, that ignored the course of 
the raw material and were willing to 
sell at old rates, and these managed to 
do some business. Leading in the 
transactions were spring patent (tup 
quality) at $4.45, sacks; spring clear at 
$3.50, sacks; winter patent at $4.40@4.45, 
wood and winter straight at $4.05@4.10 
wood. As arule the holiday fever was 
very pronounced and only where offer- 
ings were especially attractive and 
tempting could buyers be induced to in- 
crease their heldings. 

Sales to the wholesale trade included, 
per 196 lbs in wood, spring patent at 
$4.60@4.85; spring straight at $4.45@4.60; 
spring clear at $3.75@3.90; hard winter 
patent at $4.20@4.35; hard winter straight 
at $4.05@4.20; hard winter clear at $3.50 
(3.65; winter patent at $4.407@4.55; win- 
ter straight at $4@4.15 and winter clear 
at $3.75@4. The extreme figures were 
rarely paid and then only for flours han- 
dled under mill brand, as the inside 
quotations more nearly reflect the views 
of buyers and the rates at which the lim- 
ited business of the week was done. The 
difference between barrels and sacks 
ranges all the way from 20c to 40c. 

City mills report domestic trade good 
and foreign demand quiet, with a week- 
ly output of about 7,000 bbls, which is a 
small decrease and the result of a shut- 
down for Christmas. Rio extra was firm 
and in better request at $4.30@4.45 per 
169 lbs in wood. 

Clearances of flour were 38,816 bbls; re- 
ceipts, also for shipment principally, 
107,670. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


Baltimore shipped 8,750 bus of rye to 
Bremerhaven last week. 


Among the visitors on ’change last 
week were Capt. R. Troitszch and 
Charles Webster, Liverpool. 


Flour exports from Baltimore last 
week were: Belfast, 35,400 bbls; Bre- 
merhaven, 2,350; coastwise, 1,060. 

Henry White, first secretary of the 
United States embassy at London, is in 
Baltimore for the holiday season, visit- 
ing relatives. 


Receipts of new southern corn so far 
this season have been 486,400 bus; last 
year, 534,880. Range of prices Thursday, 
white and yellow, 42%4@48%4c; last year, 
46@51 ke. . 

EK. F. Richards, secretary of the Smith- 
Gambrill Co., grain receivers and ship- 
pers, bas returned to his desk after an 
absence of several weeks caused by a se- 
vere cold. 


Wednesday night a fire broke out in 
the building occupied by the Maryland 
Macaroni Co. of this city. Estimated 
loss to property and stock, $10,000; in- 
surance, $15,000. 

The Chamber of Commerce adjourned 
Thursday until Monday. Before the ex- 
change closed the members chipped in 
about $100 to be divided equally among 
the ten employees as a Christmas gift. 

The local flour jobbers were busy all 
the week distributing Christmas pres- 
ents to their customers. Some of the 
customers buy from all of the jobbers 
and these of course fared particularly 
well. 

Joseph R. Foard, president of the 
Joseph R. Foard Transportation Co, and 
of the Baltimore Board of Trade, has 
gone to Old Point Comfort for the Christ- 
mas season, accompanied by his chil- 
dren. 

The Eastern Milling Co., formerly 
operating the mill at Canton, near Balti- 
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more, has been declared insolvent by 
the circuit court of Baltimore county. 
John Phelps and Henry C. Pabst are the 
receivers and have bonded for $15,000. 


The Keystone Milling Co. of Balti- 
more, for dealing in flour, grain, hay 
and country produce generally, has 
been incorporated by Louis C. ilcox, 
Robert C. Ziegler, Newton R. Wilcox, 
John F. Nelker and Charles B. Ziegler, 
with an authorized capital of $5,000. The 
new company, of which J. Fred Nelker 
is manager and the principal business 
of which will be that of jobbing fiour, 
has taken a warehouse and for the pres- 
ent at least will handie the produet of 
several mills and not that of any one 
mill in particular. 


CHARLES H. DORSEY. 
Baltimore, Md., Dec. 28. 


Philadelphia 


Special Correspondence 


The flour market is experiencing the 
dullness which prevails at this season 
of the year. Trade during the week was 
very slow, local jobbers and bakers 
showing no disposition to operate in ex- 
cess of actual wants, and this condition 
of affairs is likely to continue during 
the next week or ten days as the trade 
will be engaged in taking account of 
stock and closing up accounts. The 
available supply on the spot is only 
moderate, while offerings to arrive are 
light and prices are steadily maintained. 

Sales of spring patent have been made 
from $4.65 up to $4.80 per 196 lbs in wood 
for fair to choice stencils. Some brands 
were held above the outside rate, which, 
however, was all that wholesale buyers 





were willing to pay for the best goods. | 


Straight and clear moved slowly, but 
values were well maintained at & a0 
4.50 for the former and at $3.75@4 for the 
latter, both per 196-lbs in wood. 

The market for Kansas flours remains 
in the same condition as in several 
weeks past. Receipts and offerings 
were light and, while there was very 
little demand, prices were _ steadily 
maintained at $3.60@3.75 for clear, $3.90 
(@4 for straight and $4.10(@4.25 for patent, 
all per 196 lbs in sacks. 

The feature in the market for winter 
flours was the firmness of desirable 
straight, offerings of which were very 
light. Buyers showed no disposition to 
operate to any extent, but those in need 
of supplies were obliged to meet the 
views of sellers. Strictly desirable 
Pennsylvania straight was hard to buy 
below $3.95@4 per 196 lbs in wood, 
though some ordinary so-called straight 
sold as low as $3.80. Most of the west- 
ern mills were asking $4.10@4.15 for 
their best straight, but these figures 
buyers generally refused to ae 

The city mills were sold ahead and 
accepting little new business. Prices 
were firmly held at former quotations. 


NOTES 

J. Douglas Dundas and J. Anthon 
Dundas of the Sleepy Eye (Minn.) Mill- 
ing Co. were on ’change Thursday. 

The steamship Merion, which has 
been placed in regular service on the 
American Line between this port and 
Liverpool, arrived here Wednesday on 
her maiden trip. She will take outa 
large cargo of flour, grain and geneyal 
merchandise. 


William F. Brey, formerly a member 
of the firm of MacNutt & Brey, has 
started in business for himself with 
offices at 1213 Pennsylvania building. 
Mr. Brey was connected in different ca- 
pacities with J. W. Supplee & Co., from 
1877 until about a year and a half ago, 
when that firm retired from business 
and he and his partner succeeded them. 
Mr. Brey is well known in the fiour 
trade and his many friends wish him 
success. 

James L. King says that winter bran 
is very scarce as many of the mills are 
shut down because of the scarcity of 
wheat. He also says that there isa 
quick demand at country points for 
spring bran and all offerings at hand 
and in sight are being promptly cleaned 
up. 

A new flour firm in Philadelphia is 
styled W. C. MacNutt & Co., with an 
office at 1915 Market street, and with a 
storage warehouse at 23rd and Race 
streets. ‘I'he firm is composed of Willis 
C. MacNutt and George J. Conly. Mr. 
MaNcutt was for 15 years connected with 
the old firm of J. W. Supplee & Co. Mr. 
Conly was for some time employed as a 
salesman by Messrs. MacNutt & Brey. 
The new firm has taken the agency of 
the Sleepy Eye Milling Co. Two train- 
loads of flour, of 15 cars each left Min- 
neapolis Dec. 15 consigned to them. 
Both the men composing this firm are 
hustlers, and will doubtless get their 
share of the business, 


SAMUEL S, DANIELS, 
Philadelphia, Dec, 28. 
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The market remains very quiet and 
flour prices are occasionally threepence 
cheaper on the week. There are, howev- 
er, no signs of a slump either in wheat 
or flour. At this time of year the mar- 
ket always tends to be dull. The later 
part of the year, up to Christmas, is 
normally a dull time in wholesale trade. 
Buyers are anxious to keep their bal- 
ances in as good shape as possible , so 
that sellers have always a more or less 
tough time at this season. Of course 
breadstuffs have always acertain sale, 
but when demand is rather feeble as has 
been the case during the greater part of 
this month, buyers are encouraged to 
hold off in view of the considerations 
above mentioned. 

The retail sale of bread is fair, but not 
what it ought to be at this time of year; 
no doubt the unseasonably mild weath- 
er from which we have been suffering 
will largely account for this state of 
things. Meatand vegetables are still 
relatively dear and a spell of brisk 
weather, if it only came, should put the 
bread trade in good form, 


FORWARD SALES ARE LARGE 


One would be inclined to think, to 
judge from the rate at which bakers are 
taking delivery of old orders, that the 
forward sales this autumn made by mill- 
ers must have been even more extensive 
than we suspected. Factors who deal in 
foreign flour find it very hard to make 
any headway just now, but of course the 
prices at which American flour of all 
sorts is held, are against a good retail 
trade. This may account for the num- 
ber of jobbing factors who have been 
selling American flour, with the natural 
result of depressing prices in Mark 
Lane. 

AMERICAN FLOUR FIRMER 


American flour is about threepence 
cheaper on the week, though today there 
is a distinctly firmer tendency. Iin- 
porters hold top spring wheat patents at 
26s 3d/‘@26s 6d ex-store; the former figure 
is about the price for January-February 
delivery. This loss of threepence onthe 
week is entirely attributable, evidently, 
to these resales. It would seem, too, as 
if the stock of this kind of flour on the 
spot had for the time outrun the de- 
mand. But there is certainly no un- 
wieldy stock of flourin Thames gran- 
aries, and unless American flour should 
come into this port at a much more rap- 
id rate than can be anticipated, there 
seems no danger of anything like seri- 
ous depreciation of today’s value. 

With c.i.f. prices at the present level 
it is difficult to see how American 
spring wheat flour can crumble away 
much further. Today Minneapolis ca- 
bles are all firm atafull sixpence above 
the spot parity. For forward business 
little inclination is shown here, though 
importers can mostly tempt purchasers 
by offers well below any price at which 
spring wheat flour could be bought to- 
day. 

Clears are quiet but firm. For ordi- 
nary Minnesota firsts 21s ex-ship is the 
general quotation,while for some brands 
sixpence less is sometimes taken; the 
c.i.f. value of these flours is quite nine- 
pence above the level of this market. 


VALUES OF KANSAS FLOUR IRREGULAR 


Kansas flours are very irregular in 
value, but this is probably due to a cer- 
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obtainable over the night from 24@3% 


tain irregularity in quality. Some of 
the patents milled from hard winter 
wheat have given anything but satisfac- 
tion of late to bakers in this city, while 
other brands again have stoutly held 
theirown. Today Kansas patents are 
being sold ex-store at prices ranging 
between 24s and 24s 9d, but it is difficult 
to buy anything worth having under 24s 
6d,on which figures threepence is oc- 
casionally conceded. Kansas cables are 
rather easier and importers can now 
i aed buy good patents at 23s@23s 3d 
e.1.f. 
THE WHEAT SUPPLY 


There is no change in the price of Lon- 
don-milled flour, and it can not be said 
that wheat is any cheaper in the main. 
Both the new crop Manitobas and Du- 
luths show some improvement, and 
there was room enough for it. The later 
deliveries of No.1 northern Duluth have 
done much to pull up the reputation of 
this wheat, which is now about sixpence 
below the level of No. l northern Mani- 
toba. It should be noted, however, that 
comparatively little of either grade is 
making its way here. 

Millers in this city are showing a 
preference for No. 2 northern Manitoba, 
which is still the best value for the 
money of any wheat of that description. 

South Russian wheat worth having is 
as dear as ever. A good sample would 
fetch nearly as much as No. 1 northern 
Manitoba. A few days ago a limited 
quantity of No. 1 hard Manitoba, of the 
old crop, was landed in London and is 
being retailed, it issaid, in small lots at 
the fancy price of 36s per qr. This is the 
sort of wheat of which a country miller 
will come to this market and take just 
a bite after he has been letting down his 
mixture by using poor south Russians 
purchased at 26s 6d. Butitis ill work 
girding at country millers, when so 
many of the London variety are tarred 
with the same brush, so faras the use of 
cheap wheat is concerned. 

English country flour is held at much 
the same level as last week. English 
wheat is nowin rather more evidence, 
but good samples are still too dear to 
enable the makers of good brands to 
drop prices to any extent. Good straight 
run flour, miiled largely from good 
English wheat, is worth 22(@23s per sack 
of 280 lbs ex-railin London. Of course 
what a good many English country 
millers have been doing, is to practice 
the art of milling English country flour 
from foreign wheat. 

There is no improvement in the sale fo 
Hungarian flour; importers are offering 
leading marks at 28s 3d@29s ex-store, 
but are said to be somewhat bothered 
just now by resellers, who take three- 
pence to sixpence less. 


LONDON RECEIPTS OF FOREIGN FLOUR 


The following table shows entries of 
foreign flour into London during the 
last two weeks, with the respective 
countries of origin: 













Dec. 11. Dec. 4. 

United States (Atlantic p’ts) .*32,818  *41,686 
OO Ee ne 25,603 
nex wes acspaeessesddabeese 2,673 4,144 
Tn ce vas sine nnis Ssigan eee 
EEE eee eee ae 444 70 
IR i'l ccsadwnécunseexeresaen 357 1,405 
Germany 210 1,750 
Holland.... 75 264 
RR ee gi coin cc ne p ca woeamn | re 
po IRE a 58,685 74,922 


*Sacks of 280 lbs. 
Average weekly London receipts for 
four weeks ended: 


Dec.11l. Nov. 18. Oct. 16. 

Foreign wheat....... *80,474 91,016 80,309 

British wheat........ 7928 632 1,854 

Foreign flour........ 154,271 52,248 69,995 
Foreign and British 

OTE ccuccecees vanes 175,608 75,086 93,334 

PP (480 lbs) +tQrs. (504 lbs.) ISacks (280 

8. 


A UNIQUE CALENDAR 

What is probably the most unique and 
‘tecolory’”’ calendar that has ever been 
seen in this office,was received from the 
Sperry Flour Co. of San Francisco, Cal. 
Resplendent in gorgeous colors of red, 
green, yellow, blue, black, pink and in- 
termediate tints, together with much 
gilding, the calendar will doubtless 
prove a joy forever to the Orientals for 
whom itis intended. The only bit of 
English about it is the name, Sperry 
Flour Co., and the brands on the sacks 
namely, Sperry’s XXX, Pioneer XXX, 
Buckeye patent and Union Mills Extra. 
All the brands are in green. The rest of 
the printed matter, including the calen- 
dar, is in the language of the Far East. 
Visitors to this office able to decipher the 
calendar will be suitably rewarded. 
‘The hanger bears the imprintof the The 
Box of Curios, Yokohama. 


MONEY MARKET DEC. 15 


At the end of last week the supply of 
money was very short and in order to 
meet the calls upon it the market had to 
borrow a moderate amount from the 
Bank of England. Money is now more 
plentiful, however, and the supply to- 
day proved suflicient for all require- 
ments. Money is in fair request and is 


per cent. Inthe discount market very 
little business is passing and rates have 
declined, due in part to the better sup- 
ply of money and the slackening in the 
demand for gold for America. 

There are no supplies of gold at pres- 
ent in the bullion market and the price 
of the precious metal has fallen to 77s 
114d, against 78s %d last weke. A large 
amount of gold is, however, on the way 
to this country, £214,000 being due to ar- 
rive this week. The total amount ex- 
pected is £1,686,000. The demand for sil- 
ver is quiet, the quotation being 25 13- 
16d on spot and 25 9-16d for forward de- 


livery. 

Quotations: 

Today Last week. 

Bank of England......... 4 
Consols for money....... 88 15-16 88 9-16 
Consols for account..... 89g 88 13-16 
Bankers’ deposit rate.... 2% 2% 
Discount houses’ deposit 

PREC HOM, ccc ccccccseses 2% 2% 

DU ee 234 2% 
Discount rates— 

oh ee a ere 240@8% 3 @8% 

Short time loans....... 84a3% 84@3% 

Bank bills, 2 months... 3% 4 

Bank bills, 8 months... 34@3%4 — 3: 15-16@4 

Bank bills,4 months. . 39,@3%4 ,38@4 

Bank bills, 6 months... 8% 8340874 
Poe ae 4 @4% 44@4% 
Argentine gold premium 127.27% 127.27% 





GLASGOW, DEC. 15 


Wheat has been in all poor request all 
the week and holders of spot parcels un- 
sold require to accept less money to 
make buyers operate. The demand for 
flour was the opposite froin active but, 
as was explained last week, trade is 
usually quiet at this time as bakers are 
too busy preparing for their Christmas 
and New Year trade to receive flour 
travellers. 

‘*Things will doubtless be dull for a 
few weeks,’”’ said a leading Glasgow 
flour man to me. ‘'The arrivals have 
been very free of late. Indeed, bakers 
will not take the stuff and we have just 
to store it for them rather than quarrel 
with them. I think you may say that so 
far as Glasgow is concerned we will 
have a quiet time for a good while, as 
crops are abundant in India, Australia 
and Argentina, although they are a mil- 
lion bushels less in Canada.”’ 

The Glasgow millers, who are work- 
ing steadily, are still seeking 25s 6d for 
town-made descriptions. In Glasgow, 
Milwaukee straight commands from 2ls 
to 22s; Milwaukee patents from 23s 9d 
to 24s 8d and Canadian patents from 22s 
to 24s 6d. FKeedingstuffs are unchanged. 

Consequent upon the quay being fair- 
ly well cleared of corn, round kinds 
were 14@3d per 280 lbs higher. Mixed 
American was practically unchanged. 
Oats are quiet and unaltered. Oatmeal 
is dull of sale and to effect business less 
money has to be taken. 

Edinburg and. Midlothian millers 
have made no change in prices of flour 
this week, the first quality still com- 
manding 29s 6d per 280 lbs; the second, 
27s 6d, and third, 25s6d. Oatmeal fetches 
36s for best in Edinburg and the eastof 
Scotland, extra quality realizing 2s 
more per 280 lbs. 

Grain and general goods are being 
discharged in Glasgow harbor now in 
such liberal quantities that difficulty 
appears to be experienced in removing 
them quickly enough to make room for 
other cargoes. At some of the line berths 
every available inch of space has been 
utilized. Outside berths are as badly off 
for room. The tramp steamer Endeavour 
had to utilize for her maize cargo what 
little space was left by her previous ten- 
ants in berth north of the Princes dock, 
u The following were the approximate 
importations at Glasgow during the 
last week of the foreign traffics named, 
with the figures forthe year to date, 
and same information for last year: 





Last week. 1908. 1902. 
Wheat, qrs..... 19,360 497,460 471,530 
Barley, ars. ee 216,650 217,850 
Maize, ars 22,720 768,640 499,780 
Oats, ars -. 1,860 180,830 138,520 
Flour, sacks... 18,770 1,713,200 1,531,930 
Oatmeal, sacks 720 68,040 36,520 


TRADE NOTES 


A conference of the Glasgow and Sub- 
urbs Co-operative Association agreed to 
ask the directors of the Scottish Co-op- 
erative Wholesale Society, Ltd., to in- 
quire and report regarding the acquir- 
ing of agricultural land in Canada. 
The meeting affirmed its belief in the 
advantages of free trade. 


Samuel Hamilton, grain merchant, 
Glasgow, died Saturday at his home in 
Glasgow. Mr. Hamilton was associated 
with the members of the Corn Ex- 
change, in which he was a conspicuous 
figure, for upward of 40 years. Before 
entering on business for himself, he 
served for 15 years with Messrs. T. Dun- 
lop & Sons, Glasgow. Mr. Hamilton 
was vice-president of the Corn Trade 
Benevolent Association in 1895-96. 


The Dundee bakers are dissatisfied 
with theif present wages and have for- 
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mally placed before the masters a de- 
mand for an increase of 2s a week, and 
a curtailment of the working hours by 
six hours. The minimum wage of bak- 
ers in Dundee is at present 28s, the max- 
imum, 308s per week, and the working 
hours average nine and a half a day. 
The masters will in a body consider the 
demand. I hear that the masters do not 
feel inclined to grant the men’s request, 
inasmuch as with the overtime that 
would be necessary were the week 
shortened to the extent asked, it would 
mean a loss to the masters of over 6s on 
the wages of each operative. 


Lord Strathcona received the freedom 
of Edinburg Friday last. At a ban- 
quet of the Merchants’ Company in the 
evening Lord Strathcona said that two 
years ago with less than 40,000 farmers 
Canada produced upwards of 120,000,000 
bus of wheat. If that were done by so 
few people what would it be in the next 
ten or 20 years? In ten years the Do- 
minion’s population would be doubled 
and it would be able to produce and 
send if required to England every 
pound of breadstuffs that might be 
needed. So conscious of this were their 
friends in the United States that within 
the last three years upwards of 100,000 
of them had gone into the northwest. 


Interviewing members of the trade 
on the lastest aspect of the fis- 
cal question, I found that they were not 
all atone. ‘tActually you will get im- 
porters,’’ said a flour merchant, ‘‘who 
believe in Mr. Chamberlain’s policy, al- 
though most of them take the view ex- 
pressed in the leading article column of 
the Northwestern Miller of Dec. 2, where 
it was stated that Mr. Chamberlain had 
left out of his calculation the Canadian 
miller whose flour would come into this 
country free, and it was the spectre of 
Canadian competition which had given 
the British miller pause in his enthusi- 
asm for the proposed fiscal policy.’ 
Quite a number hold firmly to the views 
as expressed by Lord Rosebery in Ed- 
inburgh on Saturday last,when he said, 
‘‘Itis thought by some that our food 
supply in time of war would be im- 
proved by the policy of Mr. Chamber- 
lain. I say that except in the case of 
war with the United States, a contin- 
gency which I decline to regard as with- 
in the limits of possibility, the United 
States is our surest wheat supply.” 





LIVERPOOL, DEC. 15 


The wheat market seems hopelessly 
unable to ‘tbuck up.’’ Variations in 
prices are only fractional and the vol- 
ume of business contracted and unsatis- 
factory. On the week Marchis %d per 
100 lbs lower and May *<d dearer. 

The flour market has not developed 
any marked feature during the week 
calling for any special comment. The 
course of business has presented much 
the same characteristics as reported mo- 
notonously for many weeks. The clos- 
ing of the old year has a natural tenden- 
cy to curtail trading within the limits of 
actual requirements of the moment, a 
peculiarity accentuated this season by 
the entire absence of any trait in the sit- 
uation which has any potency to pro- 
voke anticipation of future wants. 

Though quotations are nominally un- 
changed the tendency is in buyers’ fa- 
vor, and sales in quantity could only be 
effected at a considerable sacrifice on 
sellers’ part. In these circumstances 
it is not surprising that recent arrivals 
have not met a sufficiently ready sale 
from quay to avoid the regrettable neces- 
sity of storing some portion. This is an 
extremity which in modern times is on- 
ly adopted through sheer force of cir- 
cumstances. The fluctuations in prices 
now vary so little that the cost of hous- 
iug is rarely covered by subsequent 
sales ex-store. 

Home millers find it difficult, notwith- 
standing their elaborate organization 
for disposal of their goods, to book fresh 
orders adequate to absorb their output, 
but so far they have not deemed it ad- 
visable to stimluate buyers by making 
any concession from the limits which 
have remained stationary for an un- 
usually long period. 

Kor shipment, American millers’ 
prices are a shade easier, but the poor 
spot trade and comparative absence of 
demand forward deters importers from 
adding to existing engagements. The 
laissez-faire attitude of all classes of 
traders seems likely to continue into the 
new year failing any good reason to act 
otherwise. 

Low-grade fiour is still in small com- 
pass and arrivals are only about enough 
to meet the trade requirements of im- 
porters, very little being offered on re- 
sale ex-quay, which thus commands late 
rates. Continental for shipment is still 
obtainable at about spot parity but is 
only sparingly bought. American be- 
ing relatively dearer has no attractions 
for the ordinary importer, 

Hungarian flour sells only in retail at 
late rates but most consumers are hav- 
ing their wants met by deliveries from 
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arrivals against old contracts and there 
is no disposition to buy for shipment at 
current quotations. 

French flour on spot is now difficult to 
place as users are amply stocked from 
purchases made sometime ago. Though 
easier for shipment there is no margin 
of protit to encourage importing. 


HOLLAND DEC. 14 


After a temporary advance in Ameri- 
can wheat quotations, a decline has fol- 
lowed rather quickly. Flour buyers 
have not taken any notice of the fluctu- 
ations and have only bought sparingly 
when prices suited their fancy. Some 
cash transactions in first clears at 9%fi 
c.i.f. but when afterward all the brands 
could be had at 10fi these offers were to- 
tally neglected. 

As the trade only operates to supply 
its immediate wants the market is 
doomed to remain in a listless state 
with little chance of getting better dur- 
ing what is left of this year. 

Belgian stuff was again tothe fore 
and several lots were at 9%fl per 100 
kilos c.i.f., which even compared with 
the indigenous article is cheap, for our 
millers are asking from 10f1% to 104fl, 
home delivered. 

American millers quote spring wheat 
first patent at 124fl; spring wheat sec- 
ond patent at 11%fl; spring wheat first 
clear at 9%fi to 10fi; and spring wheat 
choice low grade at 7%<fl 


KINGSLAND SMITH. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT 
By J. W. RUSH, Lonpon, ENG. 


The weather is comparatively mild 
with rain frequently, and is quite un- 
seasonable both in this country and in 
France. Wheat sowings in England 
have by no means yet been finished and 
it may be regarded as very probable 
that the area under this crop will show 
a further decrease this year. The same 
is also probable of the north of France, 
which section of that country is the 
most important from a wheat-growing 
point of view. 

In Germany and Austria-Hungary the 
condition of the autumn-sown crops are 
reported to be quite favorable. In Rou- 
mania there has been a great lack of 
moisture over a large portion of the 
country and the crops have undoubted- 
ly had a bad start. 

In Russia, according to an official re- 
port, the prolonged drouth in the south- 
western governments had seriously af- 
fected autumn sowings, which on the 
whole were in an unsatisfactory state, 
the only portions of the country where 
the outlook was good being the north 
and northwest, which are comparatively 
unimportant as wheat producers. 

It can not be said that there is much 
change in the wheat markets, compared 
with last week, but in a general way 
holders have had to accept a slight de- 
cline to do business. ‘There have been 
several contributory causes of this 
weakness. 

In the first place the American mar- 
kets have displayed unexpected weak- 
ness, Chicago especially; then we have 
liberal offers for shipment from the Ar- 
gentine, in which country the weather is 
favoring the harvest according to latest 
cables; next, we have increased offers 
of Australian wheat for January-Febru- 
ary shipment, and lastly the official es- 
timate of the last Russian crop proves 
to be greatly beyond expectations as 





the following comparative statement 
will show: 
RUSSIAN WHEAT CROP AND EXPORTS 

Exports in 
following 
Crop. seasons: 

ars. ars. 
rs Sa aacessanereneen (2 ee 
Bis cin aus acs owas wane 75,650,000 16,500,000 
LT EEE ee ae 53.162,000 10,250,000 
ea 52,700,000 9,250,000 
MS i dba cmnensexke<otaes 56,600,000 7,250,000 
1 REN ena Aa eee aa 57,950,000 8,000,000 
| RA es EASA 46,760,000 15,750,000 


These are all official returns but as 
will be seen they are useless for com- 
parison. For instance if a crop of 46,- 
730,000 qrs in 1897 gave a surplus of 15,- 
750,000 qrs, a crop of 75,680,000 qrs in 1902 
should by proportion have given a sur- 
plus of 40,000,000 qrs, whereas we find 
only 16,500,000 qrs exported and no seri- 
ous accumulation of stocks at the end 
of the season. 

The probability is that the crop esti- 
mates now-a-days are more complete 
and reliable and that for previous years 
the crops were underestimated. The 
best indications of the real extent, or 
change in the Russian crops, are to be 
obtained from the actual exports, for the 
consumption does not vary beyond the 
ordinary increase due to the increasing 
popesston. 

ith regard tou the Australian crop, I 
have received the following as the prob- 
able yield, compared with last year and 
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the year 1900, which so far had stood as 
a record year. 


THE AUSTRALIAN WHEAT CROP 










1908. 1902. 1901. 

ars. ars. ars. 
N.S. Wales... 1,900, ,000 2,020,000 
Victoria.... 2,600,000 320.000 2,280,000 
8S. Australia 1,650,000 795,000 1,400,000 
Queensland........ 425,000 2,000 150,000 
Tasmania.......... 125,900 110,000 140,000 
West Australia... 000 120,000 000 
N. Zealand......... 1,000,000 000 810,000 
Total............. 7,850,000 2,482,000 6,845,000 


A total yield of 7,350,000 qrs would mean 
that Australasia could export over 3,000,- 
000 qrs. As a matter of fact, about 100 
vessels have already been chartered to 


load in January, February and March, 
thus guaranteeing a shipment in these 
three months of about 1,250,000 qrs. 

Two points are, therefore, tolerably 
clear, viz., that Russia has plenty of 
wheat; and that Argentina and Austral- 
asia will ship very liberally in the first 
three months of next year. The onus of 
keeping up prices, therefore, appears to 
be with America, and to depend upon 
what the real surplus in the United 
States this season is On the other 
hand, the wants of Europe are evidently 
enormous ard will probably not fall far 
short of 8,750,000 bus a week this season. 
So far this season the shipments to 
cwere have averaged 9,200,000 bus a 
week. 





BRITISH MILLERS AND 
THE FISCAL POLICY 


National Association of British and Irish Millers Discusses Mr. 
Chamberlain’s Proposals — No Action Taken — Mr. 
Rank’s Motion Concerning Buying of American 
Wheat Meets Unanimous Disfavor 


The general meeting of the National 
Association of British and Irish Mill- 
ers, which was held in Mark Lane, Lon- 
don, Wednesday, Dec. 9, was occupied 
with subjects of more or less interest to 
American millers. The first item on 
the agenda was concerned with the ef- 
fect of Mr. Chamberlain’s proposals on 
the interests of millers, and as the trade 
in this country is notoriously divided 
on this question, an animated discus- 
sion had been expected. As a matter of 
fact, this expectation was toa certain 
extent disappointed, and the debate on 
free trade vs. protection stands ad- 
journed, though this discussion, as far 
as it went, threw a good deal of light 
upon the present state of mind of Brit- 
ish millers. 

It so happened that the second item 
on the agenda was a motion in the name 
of Joseph Rank of Hull, calling on 
British millers to make a radical alter- 
ation in their system of purchasing 
wheat shipped from Atlantic American 
or Canadian ports. To oblige Mr. Rank, 
the chairman, greatly to the disgust of 
a section of the meeting, took his busi- 
ness first, and this resulted in a discus- 
sion of nearly two hours on Mr. Rank’s 
grievances against American shippers. 
To put the matter in a nutshell, Mr. 
Rank would have no more to do with 
‘'certificate final,’? and he coolly asked 
the meeting to join with him in a bond 
laying every signatory who should buy 
on certificate final, under a penalty of 
£250 or $1,250. 

The audacity of such a proposal as- 
tounded some people in the room, but 
still Mr. Rank, with his usual persist- 
ance, hammered away till it became ev- 
ident that not one miller in the room 
would sign his bond. 

The matter was ultimately shelved by 
a harmless resolution pledging the as- 
sociation to endeavor in the future to 
buy all American wheat, which term 
includes Canadian, either on sample or 
on such standard samples as are used 
on the Pacific coast. It is probable, 
however, that the corn trade associa- 
tions of Great Britain will back up the 
National Association in this crusade. 

Before dismissing this subject, it is 
well to note that the discussion proved 
a useful commentary on present rela- 
tions between British buyers and Amer- 
ican wheat shippers. W. E. Nicholls, 
one of the directors of Spillers & Bakers 
of Cardiff and Bristol, freely admitted 
the abuses which are occasionally made 
of American certificates, but as he re- 
minded his brother millers, for British 
buyers to enter into such a bond as Mr. 
Rank tendered would simply mean the 
boycotting of American wheat. In his 
view that would merely result in the 
American miller getting his raw mate- 
rial at a lower price, which would be 
tantamount to putting him into a better 
position to compete with British mill- 
ers. The general consensus of the meet- 
ing,which included some of the biggest 
buyers among British millers, was this, 
that except at certain points American 
certificates are bona fide documents. 

It is said that some of the gulf ports 
have an unsavory reputation in regard 
to the handling of certificates; but 
oddly enough, the very worst offender 
seems to be Montreal. In fact, more 
than one big miller on this side will not 
look at Montreal certificates at any 
price. Itis alleged that a certain pro- 
portion of ‘‘off’? grades of American 
wheat, are shipped to Montreal, to be 
there provided with certificates in good 
order. This is a grave abuse, for which 
it behooves American and Canadian 
boards of trade to find a remedy. It 


was generally admitted that certificates 
hailing from Duluth, Chicago, or Win- 
nipeg, were beyond suspicion. 

he discussion on the fiscal question 
lasted for about an hour, and was full 
of interesting matter for anyone who is 
conversant with the undercurrents that 
are just now agitating the trade, but at 
the same time, this debate more re- 
sembled the skirmishing of two large 
armies that intend to get at closer quar- 
ters, than a pitched battle. 

The debate was opened by the chair- 
man, whose speech, which he read, was 
remarkable rather for what it omitted 
than for its contents. The chairman has 
always been known as a strong protec- 
tionist, and on this occasion, he duly 
set out the pros of Mr. Chamberlain’s 
schemes, that is to say, the amount of 
labor it would bring into this country 
and the knitting effect of a preferential 
tariff on Great Britain and our colonies. 
Therefore, the chairman concluded by 
recommending millers to support Mr. 
Chamberlain as patriotic Englishmen. 
But, and this was a very big '‘but,”’ the 
speaker was not half so sure whether 
millers were going to come out on top 
after all. He manifestly felt very nerv- 
ous on that subject. To judge from his 
manner, he was afraid to say all that 
was in his mind. He hinted, however, 
that under such a system, competition 
would be keener than ever. By compe- 
tition, American readers must under- 
stand the competition of the big port 
mills, which has already been so fatal 
to many small and even good-sized 
country millers. 

Again, he dwelt mournfully on the 
prospective depreciation of millfeed, 
which the grinding up of so many mii?- 
lion more quarters of wheat in this 
country would entail. The worthy pres- 
ident’s tone was that of a man who is 
prepared to sacrifice himself for his 
country’s good. Ofcourse, this might 
have been assumed to a certain extent, 
but Stephen Cannon is not a disciple of 
Machiavelli, and it is not easy for him 
to hide his thoughts. There was very 
little enthusiasm in the room for protec- 
tion. To tell the truth, neither those 
millers who wished for, nor those who 
were against protection, liked to speak 
out. But the feeling of seven men out 
of ten in that room was summed up by 
a well-to-do miller on the south coast, 
who said in the lobby outside, ‘tJoey’s 
scheme. It’s just a scheme for deliver- 
ing us middle-sized millers bound hand 
and foot into the hands of the port 
millers.”’ 

That is no doubt a very general feel- 
ing here just now, but apart from that 
view of it, the imperial aspect of the 
Chamberlain scheme is most discon- 
certing to British millers. The only 
man present, however, who gave ex- 
pression to this view, was James Herd- 
man of Edinburg, who bluntly said 
that Scottish millers Jooked on the pro- 
posed fiscal revolution as likely to cre- 
ate bounty-fed flour of the worst de- 
scription. Manitoba, Mr. Herdman re- 
marked, would be likely to take to 
wheat growing. Please note, he ob- 
served, that such wheat would be raised 
on virgin soil, and would be likely to 
possess all the sterling qualities of the 
Minnesota wheat from which, twenty 
years ago, clears were milled that held 
their own against patents in this 
country. Given such conditions and 
given a duty of 2s 6d per sack on Min- 
neapolis flour, what would the result be 
but such a competition from duty free 
Canadian fiour as no miller in this 
country had ever yet experienced? 

A more elevated note was struck by 
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Mr. Cramphorn, a miller and a farmer 
in Essex,who spoke as became a states- 
man and not a mere commercial man. 
He avowed himself a protectionist, and 
would certainly put a duty on foreign 
flour,with possibly a shilling on wheat. 
But he would not hear of preference, be- 
cause in his words it was both the in- 
terest and bounden duty of the rulers of 
this country to promote, by all means 
in their power, peace and concord be- 
tween all branches of the Anglo-Saxon 
family. Englishmen, he said, wished 
to see American and Canadians the best 
of friends, but this scheme was an apple 
of discord such as a maleficent fairy 
might throw. 

It was decidedly amusing to hear 
speakers depreciating any taxation of 
wheat and flour,who, in private life, are 
protectionists. But then, these gentle- 
men have got mills in uncomfortable 
propinquity to spots, on which it is be- 
lieved, certain enterprising millers from 
the north of England would be likely to 
pitch their tents, if Mr. Chamberlain 
carries his point. 

Mr. Bedford of Boston made a strong 
free trade speech on the ground that free 
trade was the only economic policy for 
England, and was for the best advant- 
age of millers as well. He laid great 
stress on the vertain depreciation of 
millfeed, which protection must bring, 
and it was generally conceded that such 
depreciation would range from 10s to 20s 
per ton. It stands to reason that if 
British millers had to take less for their 
offals, they would have to charge more 
for flour, to the detriment of the poor 
man’s loaf. Mr. Bedford is a very 
downright man, and he caused some of 
the audience to look down their noses 
as he fiercely denounced the practice of 
mixing American fiour into’ British 
sacks. But what is a miller in the south 
to do, if the native wheat on which he 
is running happens to be weak? 

One protectionist, a country miller, 
caused some amusement by suggesting 
that as this was admittedly a difficult 
problem, millers could not do badly by 
following the lead of Mr. Chamberlain 
who was a successful man of business. 
This argument was appreciated at its 
true value. 

The discussion was closed by a speech 
from W.R. Voller of Gloucester, who 
argued from that familiar protectionist 
platform, the encouragement of labor. 
The master miller, he admitted, had 
probably nothing to gain from protec- 
tion, but the 8,000,000 sacks of foreign 
flour imported into this country, dis- 
placed a large amount of British labor; 
hence, if he were a working miller, he 
would go hody and soul for protection. 
He figured out the loss to the British 
wage fund from foreign flour at £500,000 
per annum. That would be some $2,500,- 
000, which is fully 50 per cent abovea 
fair estimate. How about the $30,000,000, 
and upwards, which the British people 
would have to pay as a premium for the 
luxury of paying that comparatively 
small wage to British workmen? But 
your protectionist only thinks of the 
producer. KINGSLAND SMITH. 


AROUND THE WORLD 
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for Nordyke & Marmon told me they 
are also fitting up two new mills; one 
for the Kumagaya Flour Mill Co., and 
one for the Shiraishi Kosan Goshi 
Kwaisha. 

Mr. Sato supplemented the informa- 
tion he gave me by kindly presenting 
me with acopy of an interesting and 
comprehensive book on Japan and its 
industries prepared by Mr. Yamawaki, 
private secretary to the minister of 
agriculture and commerce. The title 
of the book is, Japan In The Beginning 
of the 2Uth Century. It has chapters de- 
voted to agriculture, fishery, mining, 
forestry, manufacturing industries, for- 
eign trade, finances, army and navy 
transportation and education. It will 
probably be obtainable at the Japanese 
section of the St. Louis exhibition. 

Tokyo is not accessible for large 
ships though it is on ariver, the Su- 
mida gawa, and there is considerable 
shipping in small boats. On crossing 
the river by the EKitai bashi or Eitai 
bridge 1 had a view of the shipping 
and the warehouses along the river 
banks. There are large rice ware- 
houses a short distance above the EHitai 
bridge. 

There are. numerous canals running 
through the town. They give conven- 
ient communication between the Su- 
mida gawa and the business part of the 
town. Many of the streets of Tokyo 
are broad and well lighted at night by 
electric lights, while tram cars with the 
overhead trolley speed along and make 
just about as much rumpus as they do 
at home. The fares I am told are very 
cheap and I noticed that the cars were 
well filled. 

The Ginza is the principal street for 
retail shops. Itisafine, broad street 
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and almost every shop has a“sign in 
English so that it seems most home- 
like. The buildings are not very high, 
perhaps for fear of earthquakes, but 
they are nearly all in European style 
many of them having balconies. All 
sorts of English wares can be had here 
as well as Japanese. It is the universal 
custom here to bring tea and sometimes 
little cakes or biscuits when you call at 
a merchant’s office. On calling at an 
office on the Ginza I was presented with 
some Peek-Frean biscuits as an adjunct 
to the tea, which seemed to emphasize 
the oft-expressed thought that the 
world is very small, though perhaps 
Messrs. Peek, Frean & Co. would put it 
conversely that their trade is very far- 
reaching. 

There was one thing about Japan 
which I found a solid comfort and that 
was its stable currency. It is ona gold 
basis and the variation in exchange is 
but slight. Every one of the numerous 
visits that | made to the banks in 
China to draw money produced differ- 
ent results. Each time I got fewer 
dollars for the pound sterling, but in 
Japan there is no such variation. The 
unit is the yen, worth about 50c Ameri- 
can money. The yen is worth 100 sen. 
There are coppsr pieces of one and two 
sen, nickel 5-sen pieces and silver coins 
of 10, 20 and 50sen. Above this are 
bank notes redeemable in gold. I be- 
lieve there are silver pieces of one yen 
and gold pieces of different values, but 
I never saw them. 

Japan has aconsiderable number of 
banks, many of them organized for es- 
pecial purposes like the Industrial 
bank, or Nippon Kogyo Ginko. I 
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flour is the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, and 
the manager of the department in which 
flour is included seemed to take very 
little interest in that branch, and said 
that in view of the large rice crop this 

ear he did not look for extensive flour 
imports. 

I called on a Japanese flour merchant 
whose office is in the Nihon-bashi near 
the head office of the Toyo Kissen Kai- 
sha, and had a pleasant interview with 
him after we got some one to interpret 
forus. He was decidedly of the opin- 
ion that the flour importations would 
gradually increase, but said the flour 
must be cheap. He had had some Min- 
nesota flour but it was of a poor quality 
and had not given good satisfaction. 





Eastern Lines Waking Up 


The Chicago Inter-Ocean says: '' Kast- 
ern railway managers are thoroughly 
alarmed over the decrease in export 
grain shipments from Atlantic ports 
and corresponding increase in ship- 
ments via the Gulf ports. At the re- 
quest of the eastern roads their freight 
officials held a conference at Chicago, 
Tuesday, on export grain traffic with 
officials of the western lines. Hereto- 
fore the eastern roads have demanded 
an arbitrary rate from Chicago to the 
Atlantic seaboard, compelling their 
western connections to stand any 
shrinkage in meeting competition via 
the Gulf ports. Tuesday, the eastern 
roads made a new proposition, to make 
through rates from the Missouri river to 
the Atlantic seaboard sufficiently low 
to divert export grain traffic from the 
Gulf, provided the through rate was di- 





NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA BUILDING, TOKYO 


called and had a pleasant interview 
with Mr. Soyeda, the president. He 
says that just now there is very little 
demand for money in Japan so itisa 


quiet time with the banks. In this 
eonnection I may give figures taken 
from the Japan Daily Mail, showing 


the savings in Japan. At theend of 
August, 1903, the Japanese banks held 
savings to the amount of 14,460,017 yen 
belonging to 1,189,872 depositors. 

The special object of the Industrial 
bank is to further manufacturing and 
other Japanese enterprises by loaning 
money on mortgage, or, inthe case of 
incorporated companies, investing in 
the debentures of sound companies. 
Under the Japanese law, incorporated 
companies may issue debentures to the 
amount of their subscribed capital. I 
found this bank housed in temporary 
quarters, but went over with Mr. Mura- 
ta, private secretary of the president, 
ts see its new building now rapidly ap- 
proaching completion, intending to 
take a photo of it, but the scaffolding 
was too much in the way.. I could see, 
however, that the new building will be 
of ample size, providing for a large 
banking room and private offices below 
and rooms for meetings upstairs. 

Perhaps the reader has been wonder- 
ingif lamever goingto mention the 
subject of flourin this article. Well a 
good deal of flouris used in Tokyo, 
and nearly all with whom I spoke 
about it said that the use of wheat flour 
is increasing and they think it likely 
that the bulk of the flour used in Japan 
will continue to come from abroad. In 
Japan as in China, the cry is chiefly for 
cheapness. 

While Tokyo is much larger than 
Yokohama, having 1,440,000 inhabitants 
to Yokohama’s 193,000, the importing 
business is mostly done at Yokohama. 
The only large firm having its head- 
quarters in Tokyo that does business in 


vided on a mileagejbasis. This plan of 
dividing rates was anything but satis- 
factory to the western roads. They said 
they might be willing to make through 
rates from the Missouri river to the At- 
lantic coast provid2d the pro rata basis 
be adopted. The eastern lines objected 
to such a basis of divisions, and fora 
time it looked as if the conference would 
prove fruitless. ‘The eastern freight 
officials, however, had been notified 
that they were expected to make ar- 
rangements with the western lines 
which would divert export grain traffic 
to the Atlantic coast. The eastern lines, 
therefore, appointed a special commit- 
tee, and asked the western roads to ap- 
point a similar committee to formulate 
a plan which would be acceptable to all 
the western lines. When this is done 
the committees of eastern and western 
roads will have another conference.’’ 





Coopers’ Chips 
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The consumption of barrels by interi- 
or mills last week decreased nearly 50 
per cent. 

Minneapolis barrel sales for the year 
1903, were 210,000 smaller than in 1892, 
and 318,000 smaller than in 1901. 

For the week ended Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by Minne- 
apolis shops as follows: staves, 19 cars; 
heading, 8; coiledelm hoops, 4; wire, 1; 
total, 32. 

Since there is an inclination to curtail 
the flour production, not only in the 
northwest, but in the east,in the mid- 
dle western states and in the southwest, 


the consumption of barrels must neces- 
sarily be affected, and the pressure f 
barrel stock be somewhat relieveds 
This may be a feature of the cooperage 
situation through January. But there- 
after, there should be a good healthy de- 
mand for barrels. 


The use by the mills for the week 
ended Saturday of 50,000 barrels, repre- 
sented the consumption of approximate- 
ly 205,000 patent hoops, 21,000 hickory 
hoops and 181,000 wire hoops. ; 

Asaresult of the mills being idle 
about three days last week in observing 
Christmas, the Minneapolis shops did a 
lignt business. Compared with the pre- 
ceding week, the barrel sales decreased 
36,000. ‘This placed them on a basis not 
greatly at variance with other years. 
The make of barrels exceeded the sales 
to the extent of about 5,000. Again this 
week, New Year’s will have aneffect on 
the operation of the mills and should the 
barrel sales for the week not equal those 
of Jast week, no surprise would be occa- 
sioned. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by five 
Minneapolis shops for the weeks ended on 
the dates given below, were: 





— Sales Make, 
1908. 1902. 1901. 1900. 19038. 
A ‘ 56,450 

.080 57,060 92,690 4 68. 
65,725 181,875 38,100 80,830 
91,045 84,155 
85 855 96,210 76,250 
89,955 71,300 
74,400 74,859 
85,530 62,165 75,045 
*These figures include 1,0°0 half barrels, 
— barrels being counted as one full 

arrel. . 


Barrel stock is quiet in the extreme. 
The mills are taking a smaller number 
of barrels, and this relieves the pressure 
for stock. Even heading is not so eager- 
ly sought after as it was. Shops are re- 
ceiving more and consuming less. Then 
the tendency is for Wisconsin fac- 
tories to get out an increasing quantity, 
and already some of them are inquiring 
as to what local coopers would pay for 
a car or two. One shop in the past week 
was offered scattering cars of basswood 
at 94@9%e per set. Another reported 
oflers at 10@10%c per set. However, some 
are heard of who have asked 13c or more! 
While prices are still necessarily nomi- 
nal, the fairest range would probably 
be not far from $@l0c for prompt ship- 
ment. The high prices commanded by 
heading are attracting attention and the 
number of factories in business prom- 
ises to be materially increased. ‘There 
appearto be no elm staves for sale, 
and hence coopers, though ready to buy, 
are giving little attention to this item 
of stock. A nominal range for elm 
staves is $18@13.50 per M. Patent hoops 
are quiet and easy in price, $10@10.50 be- 
ing about the range of quotations. 

The attached quotations of barrel 
stock f. o. b. cars at Minneapolis are in 
the main nominal: 











Michigan staves, M.............. .00 @13 50 
Basswood flour heading, set..... .09 @ .10% 
Gum flour heading, set...... @ 08% 
Gum flour staves, M.. . @ 11.50 
Gum, 30-inch staves, M . @ 12.00 
Hickory hoops, per M............ secs @ 6.50 
Extra heavy, per M... 7.00 @ 7.26 
Patent hoops, per M.. 10.00 @10 59 
Southern patent hoops.... 9.50 @10.00 
Plain wire hoops M.......... ve | GP Becddes 
Head linings, car load, M....... ..... @ .30 
Head linings, small lots, M...... ..... @ 40 


Flour barrels— 
4 patent and 4 hickory hoops.... 
BRIG MONT BOOB enc cass scnsnucsscas 
6 hickory and 2 patent hoops.... 
4 patent and 4 wire hoops....... 
8-patent-hoop barrels............ 
I RIOROUe DOOD siccccacccservcsas 
12 hickory hoop (280 Ibs.)........ 


The attached table gives the sales of 
flour barrels by Minneapolis shops by 
calendar years: 











1903, 1902, 1901, 1900, 

bbls. bbls. bbls. 
Ne ea ats 285.215 828,095 263,910 
_. BERRA 266,430 $22,115 272,395 
March . 194,315 831,260 373,845 
BOT. 0002 192,845 234,800 278,215 
May 803,700 233,010 284,360 
June 248,080 182,130 171,145 
July 2,890 195,160 239,595 
Aug 20,365 217,980 292,425 216,845 
Bept . 233.65 258,465 270,086 287,580 
Oct. . 170,200 391,565 348,892 402,350 
Nev . 346,415 362,220 307,340 249,465 
Dec. .. .*B19,125 297,460 393,075 174,260 





Totals..3,133,235 3,843,710 38,450,605 3,214,365 

*Four days estimated. 

*% 

A. L. Babcock will build a stave and 
heading mill at Tempest, Va. 

The Driver Cooperage Co. has incor- 
porated at Luxora, Ark., with $30,000 
capital stock. J. B. Driver, W. B. Cal- 
houn, A. J. Driver and J. M. Landrum, 
are the officers. 

The Carolina Fruit Package Co. of 
Warsaw, N. C., has incorporated with a 
capital stock of $30,000, to make barrels, 
etc. A. F. Johnson, J. A. Brown, T. B. 
Pierce and W. KR. Newberry are the 
principal incorporators. 

Milwaukee, Wis., correspondence: 
Barrel stock is quiet, and prices for 


both stock and packages are unchanged, 


_at $12@13.50 per M. 
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as follows: No.1lelm flour staves, $13 
@l14 per M; flour heading, 10@llc per 
set; patent hoops, $10 per M; hickory 
hoops, $6; flour barrels, 8-patent hoop, 
50c; round hoop, 50c; head linings, 12- 
inch, 65¢c per M; 18-inch, 80c; pork bar- 
rels, $1.28@1.25; lard tierces, $1.60; oak 
tierce hoops, $20. 

Writing from Michigan a manufactur- 
er says: ‘*Conditions are only fair with 
us for timber. There is more snow than 
we should have to do our work cheaply. 
Basswood lumber is bringing even a 
better price than it didin 1903. Elm 
lumber is $2 to $4 higher than one year 
ago. Hence it would not seem possible 
to expect a cheap price for barrel stock 
made from basswood or elm.’’ 


A heading factory is to be built at 
Frederic, Wis., and the owners will de- 
pend upon Minneapolis as a market for 
its output. Sawing of heading will be 
begun about March 1. There is an ex- 
cellent supply of basswood timker in 
that locality from which to draw raw 
material. A practical and competent 
manager is wanted to take charge of the 
factory and R. A. Kepkee can be ad- 
dressed. 

G. F. McKeever, the cooper of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., given encouragement by the 
high cost of wood, is making an effort 
to push his metal barrel head. He is 
reported to have interested capitalists 
in its exploitation. A trial of the head 
in making a shipment of sugar from 
Arbuckle Bros. in Brooklyn, N. Y., to 
Pittsburg and thence back, turned out 
satisfactorily. Samples of this head 
were some years ago shown in Minne- 
apolis, but with basswood then selling 
at about 3%c per set, as opposed to lic 
at present, it was deemed too costly for 
use by the millers for flour. 

Special reports from northwestern 
shops outside of Minneapolis as to the 
use of flour barrels are as follows: 

No. —Barrels—~ o. Year ago 
shops. Sold 


shops. Sold. Made. 
06. BW... ccces 9 11,938 16,606 7 4,820 
Dee. WW. 2.006 7 18,726 23,182 8 9,248 
Dee. U2... .. «ce 10 21,878 28,426 9 10,127 
BOO, Bi. oc ccse 7 35,444 28,252 8 8,104 
IOV. Biosoc. cee 8 20,079 26,883 7 7,270 
Nov. 21 9 89,365 25, 8 10,716 
| eee 9 20,484 24,970 7 7,726 
 * ee 9 26,816 25,118 6 6,582 
eee 10 36,34) 31,667 9 15,825 
SOG: Bie cccicsies 9 25,276 81,451 9 8,654 
i : See 10 87,045 29,404 8 10,989 
oO 9 34,640 29,98 8 11,688 


Shops reporting are situated at Faribault, 
Cannon Falls, Winona, New Ulm, Mankato, 
Shakopee, St. Cloud, Red Wing, Minn., and 
La Crosse, Wis. 

Stock unloaded during the week by the 
same shops consisted of 2 cars elm staves, 3 
cars heading and 1 car hickory poles. 

A leading manufacturer of barrel stock 
writes: No. 128% and 30-inch seasoned 
elm staves are indeei scarce throughout 
the east. Weare having no trouble in 
obtaining $14@14.50 per M f.o.b. Buffalo. 
Have sold staves in east at $15, and in 
Michigan and Ohio, to the local trade, 
Inquiries are com- 
ing from all parts of the country, so that 
the shortage of dry stock appears to pre- 
vaileverywhere. With a desire to first 
take care of old customers, we have been 
obliged to turn down trade from which 
we could obtain fancy prices during the 
ensuing three to six months. ‘lhe short- 
age throughout the country is such that 
we think there will be no surplus of first- 
class flour or sugar barrel staves dur- 
ing the coming year. Just what the 
manufacturers of gum, cottonwood and 
southern red oak will do, we can not 
say. We are inclined to think, however, 
that they have enough business engaged 
to keep them busy foratime. Have re- 
ceived during the year, shipments of 
gum, cottonwood and southern oak, but 
none of it compares in quality or makes 
the number of packages, thatelm does. 
We are receiving inquiries from the 
west and southwest for dry staves, and 
have sold some at good prices. We take 
it that the buyers made inquiry of south- 
ern manufacturers before accepting 
stock at our own prices. ‘Taking every- 
thing into consideration, we question if 
the south is prepared to offer any good, 
dry staves inthe northwest for winter 
and spring delivery. They certainly can 
not do it without neglecting old trade. 
Coiled elm hoops are apparently not 
holding ineir own at present. This will 
have a tendency toward curtailing the 
amount of timter put in by hoop manu- 
facturers. Hence we do not count on 
any surplus of hoops being manufac- 
tured during the coming year. Prices 
of hoops, we believe, will range about 
the same as they have this year. Bass- 
wood heading remains scarce and is 
bringing good prices. No. 1, 17%-inceh 
is worth about 10c per set f.o.b. Buffalo. 
It has been sold at as high as lle. No. 
1, 19-inch is fully as scarce, bringing 
about lc more than the 17-inch. We 
think the price of heading will decline 
as soon as mills can fill present orders 
and accumulate a surplus, but the cost 
of basswood timber will warrant manu- 
facturers obtaining fair prices. We 
should say that by May 1 heading will 
be bringing 1@2c less than at present. 
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EXPORTS OF FLOUR—SUMMARY OF SITUATION BY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Kansas City 


Dec. 29.—[Special Telegram.]—Trade 
uniformly dull. Mills holding prices 
firm and not soliciting new business. 
Production will probably not exceed 
half capacity this week. No foreign 
business. eed firm. Milling wheat 
steady. Following are quotations for 
all grades of hard winter wheat flour, in 
carload or round lots, f.o.b. Kansas 
City, = jute, per bbl today (Tuesday): 
Paten 


Established differentials are observed in 
quoting flour in wood or cotton packages. 

Quotations to central states’ domestic 
trade are based on $3.50@8.55 at Kansas City 
peed = long patents in quarter-barrel 
co 

Local prices in Kansas are $3.80 per bbl in 
cotton. % ¥ 


Dec. 26.—MILLFEED—Market contin- 
ues firm with good southern and local 
shipping demand. Texas and the south 
generally is buying bran largely to feed 
with cottonseed meal. The east ap- 
pears to be quite out of line. Kansas 
mills are selling for local and southern 
shipment and are not offering freely 
here. There is little or no improvement 
in shorts. The market for them is dull. 
Quotations for feed, etc., in carload or 
round lots, f.o.b. Kansas City, sacked, 
in cents per 100 lbs, follow: bran, 7l1c; 
shorts, 73@75c; mixed feed, 71@73c; corn 
chop, 77@78c. 


WHEAT—Excellent milling demand 
for wheat. While elevator buyers are 
an important consideration in the mar- 
ket, buyers for mill account are the fac- 
tor. Mill orders from eastern, northern 
and central states were large during all 
the week. This market is high but ap- 
parently not so high that outside mills 
are tobe kept out of it. The run of 
wheat is improving. Local mills 
bought only for current needs. It is be- 
lieved here that there is a great amount 
of good wheat yet to come from Kan- 
sas. Many well-informed receivers be- 
lieve that more than a third of the Kan- 
sas crop is yet to come to market. 
Country mills have ample suppiles. 

Thursday’s cash prices were: 

Bord where. 2, 70%@714c; No. 8, 654@ 
69%4c: No. 4, 68@ 

Soft une 2, 88@83%4c; No. 3, 78@8le; 
No. 4, 72@76c. 

CORN—With better receipts and noth- 
ing in the futures market to help cash 
conditions, corn sold lower. There was 
a moderate demand. There is little 
southern buying of products, and mills 
are light buyers. Corn coming in is not 
good for milling. 

Thursday’s cash prices were: 

Mixed corn—No. 2, 36@36%c; No. 8, 35@ 
3644c; No. 4, 81@338c. 

White corn—No. 2, 36@37¢; 


No. 8, 354@387c; 
No. 4, 32@38c. 





St. Louis 


Dec. 29.—[Special Telegram.|—The 
flour market is unchanged from last 
week. 

The following are the quotations on 
winter wheat flour and other products, 


per 196 lbs in wood, f.o.b. St. Louis, 
today: 

Red winter— 
Pe ED cichacseon ccbecebiavaana $4.20@4.30 
Second patent. cine ada nash aaad % 90@4.00 
Extra Fancy... «+++ 8.75@8.85 











8.10@38.20 
2.40@2.70 


BE I ccnc cccascenassxevensdie . 8.00@38.15 
CE ncchccencteunsts taabccasaecs 2.30@.... 
Grits, hominy and pearl meal...... 2.60@ 


Prices in jute and 98-lb cotton packages 
are 20c per bbl less than wood. 

Hard winter wheat grades f.o.b. St. 
Louis are quotable per barrel as follows: 


OT oc nas ss vhescencbdascasace $3.60@3.70 
EE COG. avec eaganeaeecess 8.40@8.50 
pO RR Ea eee -80@3.15 
Low grades to second clears (jute). 2.80@2.50 


* 

Dec. 26.—MILLFEED — Market quiet 
throughout the week, and but little 
business was reported. Offerings light. 
Bran continued in good demand and 
was scarce at higher prices. ‘The fol- 
lowing are the quotations per 100 lbs: 
St. Louis soft wheat bran, 79c in large 
and 8lc in 100-lb sacks; bulk bran at 
country points, 73c; middlings, 85/@90c; 
mxed feed, 80@8lc forhard and soft 
wheat. 

WHEAT—Free delivery of No. 2 red, 
most of which went into elevators. 


Milling demand slight, as prices are 
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REVIEW OF THE MARKETS 


WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FLOUR AND GRAIN PRICES—FREIGHT RATES— 


too high. Better demand for hard win- 
ter by local and outside mills. 


Dec. 27, 

Dec. 26. Dec. 19. 1902. 
oor rrr rere 244 254 15 
Wes B POG occ csasenveseceves 59 78 110 
) eC eer ree 20 22 85 
No. 2 hard winter......... 71 73 15 
No. 8 hard winter......... 121 125 83 
No. 4 hard winter......... 75 94 33 
Spring and other grades 99 81 54 
Wiese ceeviwwidues oes 680 727 846 


Following are the receipts and ship- 
ments of flour and grain at St. Louis 
during the week ended Saturday, with 
comparisons: 





RECEIPTS Dec. 27, 
Dec. 26. Dec. 19. 1902. 

Flour, bbls 720 54,585 40,975 
Wheat, bus 683,707 356.924 
Corn, ae aa 1238, 755,920 
Oats, bus.. 238,950 346,920 
Rye, bus.. 29,700 29,700 
Barley, bus. 40,000 98,000 
Flour, bbls... 60,490 51,250 
Wheat, bus. 291,870 283,065 
Corn, bus... 77,900 og 300 528,595 


Oats, bus...... 


wee (345 177,505 
RO, DUS......cccerece 15,698 git 310 


Stocks of grain in St. Louis public 


Same he 
Bus. 


elevators are: 





No. 2 red wheat.............0 4,462,512 1,832,801 
No. 2 hard wheat............6. b 24,615 
No. 2 mixed corn............. 16,880 1,086,181 
No. 2 white corn............. ou ane 142,880 
No. 2 yellow corn.......... Page he 19,590 
No. 2 mixed oats... 28,995 12,500 
No. 2 white oats.. rreeee 
Pec. sacar eckvesdancesss 18,214 7,802 





Prices of sample grain quoted f.o.b. 
St. Louis are: 


WHEAT 
Be inde vuesoveoussenteccesevedess ate 
IE ccicncubeuasdesaedecetesepskeom, 46a¥ 
2 ee Sa 75 ant 
BO I oe vecon cccecdetenes wesseuse 7L @75 
CORN 
BN A ccccsncsckesansandesencbau ox ale @44 
I onc cakviseeeuusadaneeoeeue: 406 @43 
i Ecc cspecenvesebacesavehendes: «40% @44 
Ws ina cs cncsenseunsnnseansaenbadi caee @43 
OATS 
OE can concaanacpaetasheseue wiee 
Pi i ccestetaeseansuneheneeien neat 
BEG. B Wc cccwesevverccecvevecscacece 88 a3 
Spe PEEEDCco sceathaeeadnhseeeadsnenas> 387 @388 


*Top prices quoted are for Turkey hard 
wheat. 





Chicago 


Dec. 29.—[Special Telegram, ]—Not 
only is the demand for flour slow, but 
directions on old orders are not easily 
obtained. Asa result trade is still un- 
satisfactory. The ruling quotations to- 
day for Chicago-made spring patents 
range from $3.90 to $3.95 per bbl bulk. 
Other quotations are: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 


Leading Minneapolis brands, % 
sacks or wood, per 196 lbs, Chicago 
terms, to jobbers, less l6c being 





allowed for brokerage ............. $5.00@.... 
Minnesota hard wheat patent % 

sacks or wood, per 196 lbs.......... 4.20@4.40 
Minnesota hard wheat straight, 140 

WER SO, oc cccbicsuecneccaebas necetans 3.704 3.95 
Minnesota clear, 140 lbs jute......... 8.05@8.20 
Second clear, 140 lbs jute... -. 2,.85@2.45 
Low grade, 140 Ibs jute ...... -. 2.156@2.30 
Red-dog, 140 lbs jute.................. 2.05@2.20 

WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 

Patents, southern, 196 lbs jute....... 4.00@4.15 


Straights, southern, 196 lbs jute..... 8.80@4.05 
Clear, southern, 196 lbs jute......... 8.80@8.50 
Patents, Wisconsin, 196 lbs jute..... 8.75@38.95 
Straights, Wisconsin, 196 lbs jute... 3.50@3.70 
Clear, Wisconsin. jute 8.10@8.25 


x 

Dec. 26.— MILLFEED — Demand for 
millstuffs ran ahead of the immediately 
available supply and prices of feeds 
averaged $1 per ton higher than those of 
a week ago. Bran sold in balk at $16@ 
16.25 and middlings at $16.50. 

CORN GOODS—Further improvement 
on all products. Prices higher and de- 
mand excellent. All of the mills here 
report themselves sold up for their en- 
tire output 60 days ahead. There was a 

ood demand for grits and meal from 
Gowers at 90c for carloads in bulk. 
Flour was wanted by local and domestic 
interests and was selling at $1.05@1.08; 
corn bran and hominy feed, $17 at the 
mills. 

RYE FLOUR—Demand fairly steady 
but there was no quotable advance in 
prices. Prices ranged at $2.70@2.80 in 
jute sacks of 140 lbs. 


BUCKWHEAT FLOUR — Demand 
rather steady and prices unchanged 
from the level of a week ago, namely 
$2.40(@2.45 per 100 lbs in grain bags. 


MILLING WHEAT—Light offerings 
of choice ggg, Lowy a weak market for 
other grades. est grades were wanted 
and would have brought good prices if 
readily available. Offerings of winter 
wheat limited, both of hard and soft 
sorts. Last sales of the week were made 
on Thursday at 79@80c for No. 3 hard 
spring, at 7lc for No. 4 hard and at 45@ 
5b¢e for No. 4. The offerings of hard 
winter during the earlier days of the 
week were much more free than at the 
end as shippers were adjusting their 
business to holiday conditions. 

Receipts and shipments for the week 
were: 


RECEIPTS 
Dec. 26, Dec. 19, Dec 27, 
1908. 1908. 1902. 
Flour, bbls......... 164,429 199,648 117,028 
Wheat, bus......... 440,417 618,442 511,650 
Corn, bus........... 2,278,914 1,174,752 1,620,458 
Oats, bus........... 970,700 1,067,272 2,046,0C0 
3 ee 28,607 87,415 986 
Barley. bus........- 438,189 533,875 588,847 
SHIPMENTS 

Flour, bbls......... 100,1 127,872 97,198 
Wheat, bus......... 107,047 184,399 65,711 
OOF, DUB, .<cce. voce 845,503 466,540 512,206 
0 ee 490 672,282 942,442 
Ace 28,880 68,749 14,920 
Barley. bUS......... 56,258 74,980 128,884 


The detailed stocks in the various 
ositions were as follows Dec. 21, in 


ushels: Public Private 
elevators. elevators. Total 
Wr iasveesccusave 2,722,000 2,975,000 5,767,000 
Bicexhceussscesses 2 1,758,000 3.766,000 
| re 1,212,000 2,287,000 3,449, 
MEW tbsedcccvcdesevkes 229,000 126,000 35,000 
ae 264,000 865,000 629,000 





Milwaukee 


Dec. 29.—[ Special Telegram. ]—All the 
mills except one were running on half 
time today. Business was moderately 
active and prices were 5c higher on the 
basis of $4.60@4.70 for hard spring. 
Millfeed was strong and in active de- 
mand but in light supply. Flour quota- 
tions today, per 196 lbs, in wood, are as 
follows: 

Hard spring patent, wood.. 
Hard spring straight, wood 
Export patent, sacks 
Export straight, sacks...... 
First clear, sacks................ <- 
Second clear, sacks................. 





Low grade, city, 98 Ibs, sacks........ 2.15@2.40 
Rye flour, city, 196 lbs, wood......... 8.15@8.25 
Rye flour, country, 98-lb sacks...... 2.65@2.85 


These prices are quoted f. o. b. Milwaukee. 
A discount of 20c per bbl from prices in 
wood is made on flour in 140-lb jute, 98-lb 
jute and 98-lb cotton sacks. 
s ae 


Dec. 26.—MILLFEED — Was strong 
and buoyant under the influence of a 
brisk demand for sacked bran and flour 
middlings, and prices closed 50@75c 
higher. Offerings here were light and 
millers were not inclined to dispose of 
their product even at enhanced figures, 
which ranged at $15.50@15.75 for sacked 
bran and standard fine middlings, $18.50 
(@18.75 for flour middlings and $15.50@ 
15.75 for rye feed. 

WHEAT SAMPLES—Were Ic higher 
and strong at the advance for choice 
milling grades, while the inferior quali- 
ties dragged and were difficult to place 
even at low prices. There was a moder- 
ate demand for medium to ordinary 
qualities of spring, particularly for No. 
3 reasonably sound and free from smut 
and bin-burned grain. The greater por- 
tion of the daily receipts consisted of 
ordinary to poor grain, which accumu- 
lated to some extent, while the best 
qualities were extremely scarce4apd 
brought full prices. No.3 springr 
at 65(@78c; No. 4 at 55@70c; No.1 n : 
ern at 84@85'%c and No. 2 northern at 80 
@83%ec. Some Kansas winter sold at 78 
@78%4c. 

RY E—Was steady and choice grades 
met with a ready sale, while the poor, 
thin and tough samples were easy and 
dull. No difficulty was experienced in 
obtaining full prices for the best, while 
the poor was sold in many cases at con- 
cessions in order to keep offerings from 
accumulating. No. 1 ranged at 56% @57c, 
No. 2 at 5l%@i6%e and No. 8 at 49@5lc. 


CORN—Was steady for old and choice 
new, while the soft and wet grain which 
came in sold slowly and at lower prices 
under the influence of more liberal of- 
ferings. The demand was active for 
everything except unsound and wet, 
which predominated in the offerings. 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


Sales ranged at 43@45c for old and 39% 
(@48c for new No. 3, 45@46c for old and 
41@43c for new No. apeuem, 39@40%e for 
No. 4, the outside being for yellow, and 
34@38e for no grade. 


OATS—Were steady, with a brisk de- 
mand for choice, which were in light 
supply and wanted by local feed deal- 
ers, while the medium grades were — 
moderately active and the mixtures al- 
most unsalable, concessions ee | 
necessary to move offerings in whic 
foreign grain had been mixed. Stand- 
ard ranged nominally at 36% @37c; No. 3 
white sold at 35@36%c; No. 3 at 32@34%c 
and No. 4 at 31@32e. 

BARLE Y—Was steadier, with a fair- 
ly active demand for choice malting of 
good color, which maltsters required, 
and moderate sale for medium qualities, 
while feed grades and Lope’ samples 
were neglected and difficult to place at 
any figure. Receipts were only moder- 
ate in volume, but poor grades pre- 
dominated. 

The movement of flour, grain and 
millfeed last week was, with compari- 
sons, as follows: 





RECEIPTS 
Dec. 26, Dec. 19, Dec. 27, 
1908. 1903. 1902. 
Flour, bbls.......... 22,925 83,025 44,185. 
Wheat, bus.......... 202,360 260,440 157,600 
POEs Obes Sevdveoses 53, 62,700 300 
Oats, bus.... 74,100 142,100 94,900 - 
Barley, bus. 171,000 801,450 269,800 
Rye, bus... 24,80) 1,800 26,400 
Feed, tons 798 445 236 
SHIPMENTS 

Flour; bbls.......... 88,505 55,400 e 
Wheat, bus.......... oD 9, : 


E 
Ha evos 
PETES 4 


BB 
32 





1,981 





Buffalo 


Dec. 29.—[Special Telegram.]—Flour 
10c higher. Better demand for north- 
western grades. Feed quiet, and only 
steady. Quotations, per 196 lbs in wood, 
are: 

Best patent, spring.................-- $4.60@4.90 
Straight, spring. a : 
Clear, spring... 








Patent, winter. 4.35@4. 

Straight, winte 8.90@4.10 
Clear, winter.... stugeenenss¥ewcsns 8.60@8.75 
TE subse sanasbeansanhe beeecknsxeesenney 3.25@3.70 


¥* 
Dec. 23.—MILLFEE D—Quotations to- 
day are: 





Bulk. Sacks. 
Ne TRIE oi. c0: 0s cece sses sees $17.50 18.25 
Standard middlings............ 17 25 18.00 
Brits MITE 16EG......ccccces coves 18.75 
Flour Ly Soong > tis Oxia 21.25 
Winter bran, fancy.. 18.25 18.75 
Winter middlings .. A 20.75 21.75 
Winter middlings, fancy. 21.75 22.75 
Winter mixed feed.......... 19 00 20.00 
RI TUE... oc ncecccenesennvee 18.50 19.50 
RA re 22.20 23.20 
Red-dog flour, 140-lb........... ..... 22.50 
Cornmeal, coarse .............. 18.75 19.75 
Oilmeal, car lots........... acccre one 22.25 
Cottonseed ee 24.75 
Kolled oats. barrel. wood...... ..... 4.40 


SPRING WHEAT—Millers are filled 
up and the few floating lots offered are 
of little consequence at present. Sellers 
are asking 3c over New York May for 
No. 1 northern c.i.f. basis. As for spot 
stuff there is a range of from Ic to2c and 
only a few cars in market at quotations. 
Macaroni wheat 75@80c; No. 2 hard win- 
ter, 2c under New York May and Chica- 
go No. 1 northern 89c; winter wheat 
scarce but demand light. 
No. 1 northern Duluth, c.1.f.. . 
No. 1 northern, spot, car lots....... das 
BIG. B TOG, OF) CYGOR. ccc ccccnccccccceses 
No. 2 white, on track..............0- 

CORN— Fairly active demand espe- 
cially cool and sweet with receipts only 
sufficient to go around of any grade. 
Old corn, except in store, is out of the 






market. Prices are: 

NE cn on eicceccannenavae anes @i00% 
<<. onda ceegeteésaubaniene 49 @49% 
ss bc vee cuegaseceuebe een’ aie @4T% 
it Mn TT cack a cia calanee sawineecan oho 45 @47 
oR AR ARR ann 45 @46 
No. 8 white...... ooo @46 
TNO, SWIG evevcsvcescss -@4% 
Cool and sweet yello 45 @46% 
Cool and sweet mixed . 4 @45 





No 8 yellow (old) in store, 6%c; ‘No. 8corn 
5c over Chicago May prices. 

OA'TS—Better demand and witb light 
offerings market was strong until near 
the close of the week when sellers want- 
ed to cleanup. No.2 white, 414c 
3 white, 40%c; No. 4 white, 39%c; 
mixed, 39c; No. 3 mixed, 38%c; No. 8 
white clipped, 41%c; through billed. 
Store white oats 40@40%c car loads, 
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BARLEY—A fair amount of good to 
choice western is being taken at 58/@63c; 
other grades neglected, especially com- 
mon stuff. Track Michigan and Ohio 
malting, 60@62c. 

RY E—Quiet and easy, No.1 in store 
6le asked; No. 2, 60c asked, carloads; 
No. 2 ¢.i.f. in round lots sold at 58c. 





Detroit 


Dec. 29.—[Special ‘'Telegram.]—De- 
mand for fiour 1s active and the market 
is firm. Inquiries have increased this 
week but foreigners are still keeping 
out of the market. Prices of flour in 
wood, car lots, f.o.b. are as follows, per 
196 lbs, with the differentials on other 
packages as agreed upon by the Mill- 
ers’ Federation: 


Michigan patent, best................ me 60@ 4.65 
Michigan patent, ordinary .......... 4.50@4.55 
Michigan straight. 


Michigan clear........ 
Michigan low grade 

Spring patent (Detroit made). 
Minnesota patent 
Minnesota clear. 








Dec. 26.—MILLFEED—The mills have 
no trouble in selling all their output of 
feed at good prices. The demand holds 
well and shows some signs of improve- 
ment. ‘The market is very firm. Prices 
in bulk, per ton (2,000 lbs), are as fol- 
lows in "car lots: 


Bran 
Coarse middlings... 
Fine middlings...... 
Oracked corm, ............. 
TO DOTMINOBA . ooo cccccctcsiccance voce 
Mixed feed 
Corn and oat chop.... 

CEREAL PKODUCTS—The demand 
for corn goods is brisk, but there is not 
much doing in rolled oats or wheat. The 
market is firm. 


Rolled oats, 180 Ibs...............--06- $4.50@.... 
Rolled wheat, 100 lbs................-. 2.50@.... 
Yellow granulated meal, 200 Ibs.... 2.50@2.60 
Yellow cream meal, 200 Ibs........... 2.40@2.45 
White granulated meal, 200 Ibs...... 2.50@2.60 
White cream meal, 200 lbs............ 2.40@2.45 
White corn flour. 200 Ibs.............. 2.85@ 2.95 

WHEAT—Cash wheat lost a little last 


week and there was a small gainin the 
May option. Milling demand was fair 
and speculation slow. Near the end of 
the week there was some indication of a 
better movement of wheat from farmers’ 
hands. Country mills reported offer- 
ings more liberal and there was a small 
increase in the receipts in this market. 
The wheat plant is reported to be in 
good condition and has had plenty of 
moisture. 


GRAIN PRICES Previous 
weeks’ 
Opening. Range. Close. close. 

No. 2 red wheat 92 























May UnunGcrdeecnne a 88% 
No. 1 white wheat.. 92 
No. 8corn.........-- 42% ‘ 2% 43% 
No. 3 yellow corn.. 45% 45%@46 454 45% 
No. 8 white oats.... 38 38 @38%4 388! 38 
NO. 2 rye ...----+-e0 60 «660 @60 «—60 
RECEIPTS Dec. 27, 
Dec. 26. Dec. 19. 1902. 
Flour, bbls.........-.-- 4,300 7,400 5,900 
W heat, bus 8,086 44,054 55,176 
Corn, bus. 49,940 133,812 50,147 
Oats, bus. . 87,680 107,406 89,885 
BRO, WEB. <ccccccccdcoces 8,710 8,316 13,284 
SHIPMENTS 
Flour, bbls. ......-.s- 1,800 2,400 4,400 
MU OSE DUB... can ccceses 4,517 9,711 15,082 
CORN, DUS... ..0scccceee B00 40,012 8,987 
PURER. ccncscccecces) Shien 28,345 8,943 
oc scpececus ees 4,144 5,680 23,465 
DETROIT STOCKS Dec. 27, 
Dec. 26. Dec.19. 1902. 
Wheat, DUB....-.-cccee 28 2 287,621 587,285 
EE oc ccctscacces 112,292 114,486 112,663 
Oats, bus... 168,415 160,060 52,787 
Barley, bus er Ye 18,539 9,27 
Si Ti cvscneeesenes 9,285 9,125 85,938 
Duluth 
Pec. 28.—Quotations to jobbers for car 
or tthe lots of flour net per 196 lbs 
f.o.b. mills are: 
Monday. Year ago. 
First patent, wood...... $4.40@4.60 3.80@3.95 
Second patent, wood... 4.30@4.50 3.70@3.85 
Straight, wood ........... 4.20@4.40 8.60@3.75 
Fancy clear, jute........ § 3.20@3.40 2.60@2.65 
Export clear, jute.. 3.10@3.30 2.40@2.50 
Low grade, jute.......... : 2.10@2.20 1.90@2.00 
FLOUR OUTPUT 
1903, bbls. 1902. bbls. 1901, bbls. 
Dec. 26.. 19,170 Dee. 27.. 19,305 Dec. 28.. 16,590 
Dee. 19.. 16,280 Dec. 20.. 26,415 Dec. 21.. 22,620 
Dec. 12.. 10,000 Dec. 13.. 27,650 Dec. 14.. 19,690 
Dec. 5.. 25,140 Dec. 6.. 32,140 Dec. 7.. 24,740 
Sxvours 
Dec. %.. ..... Dee. 6,305 Dec. 28.. 9,275 
Dec. 19.. 1,500 Dee 450 Dec. 21.. 8,350 
Dec. 12. 2,500 Dec. 0 Dec. 14. 38,960 
Dec. 5... 8. 500 Dec, 38,790 Dec.7... 40,685 


MILLFE SD—Market is quite active 
at old quotations and with a fair busi- 
ness doing. Mills closing and curtail- 
ing output may have some effect on 
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prices shortly. Millers ask the follow- 
ing prices per ton, 200-1b sacks, car lots: 


Monday. Year ago. 
Bran, 200-lb sacks....$14.75@15.25 $13.75@..... 
Shorts, 200-lb sacks.. 15 75@16.25 13.75@ 
a - ~ lee 200-1b 
Ser 15.75@ 16.25 15.25@..... 
Mixed ae 16.25@ 16.75 14.75@..... 


Where 100-lb sacks are ordered, 50c per 
ton is added. 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS 


Dec. 26. Dec. 19, Dec. 27, 
1903, 1908. 1902. 

A ee 821,732 324.848 90,989 
CE aa ccciess sce 86,927 48,999 5.470 
BArley......005¢ 24,456 42,085 83,798 
OS" ee ae 7,093 15,179 2,764 
Flaxseed...... 269,575 833,101 211,666 

SHIPMENTS 
i ee 5,502 7,807 5,075 
|... SSRs 6,731 8,840 1,700 
eee 11,486 98,421 916 
Fiaxseed...... 67,718 “""g8a 45,071 


Closing prices of coarse grain today 
were as follows: 

Oats—To arrive, 3434c; track, 8434c. 

Rye—To arrive, 52%c; track, 524%c 
* Barley—Sample, 31@42c. 

WHEATW— Prices are now about 7c 
over those of a year ago. For the week 
they have been strong and May has 
scored an advance of 1cand December 
of *%c. Stocks of wheat at the Head of 


the Lakes are now _ 1,762,370 bus, com- 
pared with 1,520,370 the week before aad 
with 3,520, 150 last year. The past week’s 
increase of 242,000 bus compares with 
446,630 a year ago. 
been: 


Closing prices have 


—To arrive.—. 





No,1,N. No 1H. No.1,N. Dec. May 
ececcee % = «82 80% 80 82 
eens 81% 80% 79% 81% 

824% 80% 80 824 
82% 81 82% 
gig 8154 805, Bai 
74% 7342 73% 76% 


*Holiday. 
KLAX—Prices have been almost with- 
out a fluctuation up to Monday, advanc- 


ing then %@%*%4c. They are now about 
22c under a year ago. The seed coming 
in, and it is a good deal for this season, 
seems to be going into one hole, and 
staying there. There are now in stock 
at the Head of the Lakes 5,023,820 bus of 
seed, compared with 4,822,160 the week 
before and 2,793,300 a yearago. The 
week’s increase was 201,660, compared 


with 166,560 last year. Closing prices 
have been: 

Cash. To arrive. Dec. May July 
Monday..... $.97 $9744 $ .97 $1.01 $1.01% 
Tuesday.... 97 971% 97 1.007% 1.01b. 
Wednesday. 97 97 97 1.00% 1.0144 
Thursday... 97 97 97 1.01% 1.01% 
Friday *..... ats eae (ice. aneee maweed 
Saturday*.. ae canis) Pg SF an 
Monday..... 9714 97% 97% 1.0144 1.02 
Dec. 29, M908. 1.19 1.19 119 ik 





New York 


Dec. 29.—| Special Telegram. ]—A firm- 
er tone prevails in the flour market and 
prices are being obtained 5c and in 
some cases 10c over the low figures of 
the learlier part of the month. ‘l'rade is 
moderately good. Feed is very quiet, 
but very steady. Quotations per 196 lbs 


are: 

Sacks. Wood. 
Spring clear ............. $8.35@3.55  $3.60@8.85 
Spring straight.......... 8.75@4.00 4.05@ 4.35 
Spring patent............ 4.20@4.50 4.55@4.80 
Spring fancy............. 4.50@4.75 © 4.80@5.05 
Low grade winters....... 2.85@8.10 %.15@8.50 
WINGO C1OOE cn cccccccccce 8.25@38.40 8.55@38.75 
Winter straight.......... 8.75@8.85 8.95@4.10 
Winter patent ........... 8.85@4.00 4.20@4.40 
Winter fancy............. 4.05@4 ¢ 4.40@ 4.60 
Kansas patent........... 4.00@4.05 asasiieces 
Kansas straight......... 3.80@3.85 céeueses 
Kansas clear............. 8.24@3.60 caestease 


* * 

Dec. 23.—MILLFEED—Market strong 
and shows a good advance, particularly 
on western on account of light offerings. 
The smaller output of flour this week 
in the northwest has naturally restrict- 
ed offerings. Heavy feed is also firm 
and held higher. City feed is very firm. 
Quotations: 

Coarse bran, 200 lbs, to arrive..... Baar @20.00 
Coarse bran, 200 re spo PR Taeamease’ sabes @20.50 


ERE RA BAS Re @19.85 
Flour middlings, 200 lbs, toarrive ..... @21.35 
Red-dog, 140 lbs, to arrive......... 23.00@ 23.25 
Bulk spring bran, DGG acccnsconces: ccace @19.50 
TEE WIESE, BIDE. ccc sccccccascocces 18.25@21.25 
Che Ne BE sn kcsscacsccnscsoves 19.50/@ 20.50 
Cite BOOV Ts DBs caccceccccccscacccc 19.50@..... 
City middlings, 200 Ibs.... ......... 20. 0@2. 00 


WRG ONG oad cicnaess Kenenienes 25.00@..... 

WHEAT—Uneasiness in futures over 
the situation in the Far East, and prices 
have been advanced readily on this. 
December wheat sold up to 94%e, the 
highest price for contract wheat in New 
York since the Leiter deal in May, 1898. 
There have been further deliveries of 

o. 2 hard winter wheat, and also of 
No. 1 northern wheat on December con- 
tracts. 

CORN—Trade has been quiet, but the 
market has been very steady. Export- 
ers have been quite good buyers, and on 
Thursday the export bidding showed 
decidedly improved character. 


OATS—Steady market in cash oats. 
Prices have slowly advanced, although 
owing to rather light arrivals of unsold 
oats and the rail rates and difficulty of 
getting eastern cars have prevented any 
freedom of offerings from the west. 

RY E—There was a sale of three loads 
of rye this week for export, the first in 
some time, giving encouragement of 
possible return of an export business in 
that cereal. 

RYE FLOU R—Prices show very little 
change. A little better feeling prevails, 
and offerings are comparatively light 
as the stocks on the spot are small and 
the mills are not pressing any flour for 
shipment. Prices are quoted at $3.20@ 

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—No change 
in this market. It is dull and steady at 
$2.25(@2.35 per 100 lbs to arrive and spot. 

CORN GOODS-- Market in meal is 
very firm for all grades with the posi- 
tion of cash corn, but demand is small, 
buyers holding off until after the holi- 











days. Quotations: 
pe boy Sa CTE) ee $2.85@3.00 
BOmIng, Bl ...sssc0008ss 2.85a3.00 
Granulated yellow, bbl 2.90@3.20 
Granulated white, bbl................ 2.85 @8.00 
Fine yellow, 100-lb sacks 1.85@ 1.40 
Fine white, 100-lb sacks..... ........ 1.27@1.40 
Brewers’ meal, 100-lb sacks.... ..... ....@1.02 
PIGS: TOOT ROR R cc cedsvesccccscvsens sane @1.08 
Montreal 
Dec. 29.—[Special Telegram.|—The 


flour market rules firm, and with On- 
tario millers getting encouraging bids 
from England, they decline to listen to 
any talk of concessions in prices. For 
this reason the volume of business is 
not large and the same may be said of 
Manitoba sorts. Prices ex-store are: 


Bags. Barrels. 

Spring patents......... $2.25@2.40 $4.30@4.80 
Strong clears........... 2.15@2.25 4.30@4.50 
Winter patents........ 2.12@2.17 4.25@4.30 
90 per cent patents.... 1.95@2.00 3.90@4.00 
Straight rollers........ 1.90@ 1.95 8.80@3.90 
eee 1.70@ 1.75 3.60@3.70 

¥* ¥* 
Dec. 26.—MILLFEED—tThe feature of 


the market has been the demand from 
foreign sources for bran, and sales ag- 
gregating 1,000 tons of Manitoba have 
been made for both present and future 
shipment. This has relieved the mar- 
ket of its congestion to which reference 
was made last week, and both the big 
milling companies here think that it 
may firm up the situation here in the 
near future. Other kinds of millfeed 
meet a fair inquiry. Prices are: Man- 
itoba bran in bags, $18; shorts, $20 per 
ton; Ontario white wheat bran in bulk, 
$17.50@18; shorts, $20@20.50 and moullie 
$24@28 as to quality. 

WHEA'T—There has been an improved 
cable inquiry for Manitoba wheat noted 
here and as bids are threepence higher 
all around, several 100,000-bu lots have 
been worked on the basis of prices quot- 
ed a week ago, viz: 77\%c for No.1 
northern in store Fort William and 74c¢ 
for No. 2 and 70%4c for No. 3 

COARSE GRAIN—More active inqui- 
ry for oats, several round lots being put 
through at 28@284c t.o.b. cars at Onta- 
rio points for shipment via Portland, 
Maine, and St. John, N. B. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—A fair trade 
in oatmeal at $1.75@1.80 for rolled oats 
in bags and $3.75 in bbls, and buck- 
wheat flour is steady at $1.90@2.05 per 
100 lbs as to size of lot. 





Baltimore 
Dec. 29.—[Special Telegram.]—Flour 
continues firm but buyers are well 


stocked and say they will do no more 
trading until after the turn of the year. 
Quotations at the close today are as fol- 
lows, per 196 lbs in wood: 













pe AES ARS PA ea $3.15@38.55 
Rio brands of extra.. 4.35@4.50 
I RE aa a casceunesibee cesses 8.10@3.25 
WINGOT OXGTB.. oc ccccescsce a BAP a 8.35@8 60 
We Bs vn none 2000 006 ccescenceves 8.75@4.00 
WOE CEs occ cncccccccescerccces 4.00@4.15 
I I cng n.ac ic anesseph actncs cs 4.40@4.55 
Winter patent, special stencils..... 4.55@4.65 
eg Sr eer 8.30@38.45 
Cits mills’ clear = 
City milis’ straight... cccccccccceses 4.70@.... 
City mills’ second patent............ §.10@.... 
Ce TRIES WOODS ee vccccdcccescsesccce 5.50@... 
FEGrG WIMLE? CIORP...occc-cccccccccess 8.50@38. 6 
Hard winter straight............ - 4.00@4.15 


1. 4.15@4.30 
: 8.75@38.90 


Hard winter patent.... 
Spring clear ........ 
Spring straight. - 4.45@4.60 
Spring patent... «++ 4.60@4.85 
Spring patent, special stencils..... 4.90 @5.50 
x 

Dec. 23.— WHEAT — Strong but neg- 
lected, closing 1%c higher on cash and 
14c on May than a week ago. No. 2 red 
western is %c over contract grade. The 
stock of wheat decreased 45,600 bus. 
Export sales, as far as could be learned, 
were nil. Southern wheat is 14a@l\%e 
higher, as to quality, than last week, 
with arrivals light and going almost 


December 30, 1903 


exclusively to the millers. Speculation 
is out of the deal; operators claim that 
it is a one-man’s market and are dis- 





gusted. Receipts were 65,836; clear- 
ances, 80,000; stock, 579,000. 

Closing prices: : Last year. 
No. 2 red spot......... . 88 @88% 1% @76% 
No. 2 west spot......... 8814@88% ste v@Paaye 
No. 8 red spot........ . 84 @84%4 71 @71% 
Steamer No. 2spot.... 80 @80%  7034@71 
So. by sample.......... 74 @83 672076 
COR = ares 80 @88 724%4.@76 
December....... - 88 @88% 7% @76% 
January...... 88'4@88% 764407634 
F —oney 891, @89% 77% 

OF icici. eves samen 8744@87 84 @80% 


CORN—Firm and fairly active, clos- 
ing 1%c higher on cash and year and Ic 
on January than previous values. Stock 
decreased 91,670 bus. Export engage- 
ments were about 40 loads. New south- 
ern corn is 14c higher as to inside quo- 
tations and %e as to outside rates on 
both white and yellow than the figures 
of last week, with arrivals running good 
for the season and going largely to the 
shippers. Speculation is bearish, 
traders regarding the advance as sym- 
pathetic with wheat and as only tempo- 
rary. Receipts were 329,000 bus; clear- 





ances, 342,850; stock, 705,220. 

ig prices: Last year. 
LS Sere Cee eer 5034@50% 524@52% 
oS 3 white spot ... .. 5034@50% 524 @52%4 
Steamer, mixed........ 48440484 4954@ 49% 
WOW) WHGGss cccuccccncecs 4234@ 4854 46 @b1% 
New, yellow .. 4234@48%% 46 @51% 
December......- @50% .@. 
OE bea sekcdipsactacsuses 40@49% Bi} sabi'4 
DRS oe seccenssceccsse 19346@49 
Februarv............... ica, 4952040% 

MILLFEED — Fifty cents per ton 


higher butimvery limited demand at 
the following quotations: lightweight 
winter bran, per ton in bulk, $18.50; me- 
dium, $18; heavy, $17.50; brown mid- 
dlings, $18; spring bran, per ton in 200- 
lb sacks, $18.50@18.75; per ton in 100-lb 
sacks, $19@19.25; city mills’ middlings, 
per ton in bulk delivered, $19.50. 


Philadelphia 


Dec. 29.—[Special Telegram.]—Flour 
firmly held but trade is very quiet as is 
usual during the holidays. The follow- 
ing are today’s quotations, per 196 lbs 
in wood: 












WEICOP GOON. os cins odcsccesesccvese ---$3.10@8.30 
WiInGOr OSGI. ccc sccscceses seeeeeees 3,30@8.50 
*Kansas clear ........ vite <euaenwied 8.60@3.75 
PEE DGAE SEPANG ss 5 5c ccincciccscccscece’ 3.90@4.00 
PEG ON oc coivevsaescereteodses 4.10@4.25 
Pennsylvania clear..... 8.60@3.75 
Pennsylvania straight............... 3.80@4.00 
Western clear........... 8.65@3.80 
Western straight. 8.90@4.15 
Western patent... 4.25@4.50 
Spring clear..... 8.75@4.00 
Spring straight. 4.30@4.50 
era «++ 4.65@4.80 
Spring patent, favorite brands...... 4.85@5.00 


City mills, choice and fancy patent 4.75@5.00 
City mills, regular grades— 





Winter, CANE en oe eeneds 8.75@8.90 
cp cancunesbbucasnucocdes se 4.00@4.20 
ONE ono aw nreueccencceasesuseens - 4.25@4.50 

*Per 196 lbs in sacks. 


. 

Dec. 26.—Receipts of flour during the 
week, 9,077 bbls and 7,497,869 lbs in 
sacks. No exports of flour’ during the 
week. 


RYE FLOUR— Demand is light but 
prices steady with moderate offerings. 
Quotations, $3.35 per 196 lbs in wood for 
choice Pennsylvania. 


BUCKWHEAT FLOUR/— Buyers are 
showing little interest and offerings 
fully equal requirements, but prices 
showed no important change. Quota- 
tions, $2.20@2.40 per 100 lbs in sacks. 


MILLFEED—Offerings both on spot 
and to arrive light and the market firm 
and higher with a good demand. Quo- 
tations: 


Winter bran in bulk per ton: 
Ch SND dc cvinndnen civ eccdeunle cass $19.50@20 00 
To arrive, prompt shipment.... 19.25@19.75 

Spring bran in 200-lb sacks per ton: 
Ne OO 528 ako vate Maine Badews cook 
To arrive, PE | AR eae Seen 


Spring bran in 100- Ib ‘sacks. 50c sadiiionst. 
City mills products per ton: 
Bran in 100-lb sacks............... 20.00@. 
Middlings in 100-lb sacks 


OATMEAL—The market of a holiday 





character, but prices’ ruled steady. 
Quotations: 

Ground oatmeal, wood.............. §.25@.. 
Rolled, st’m and kiln-dried, wood.. 4. 50a. 00 
PRESS CUS, WOOD: occceccccccccccccscs §.26@5.50 
Pearl barley, POU ceca saacnedes 2.45@ 2.50 





CORN PRODUCTS— Trade quiet, but 
prices steady under moderate offerings. 
Quotations per 200 lbs in wood: 





Granulated yellow meal.............. $2.80@38.10 

Granulated white meal.............. . 2,80@8.20 

VOMOW TODO WOW vce ccc cccccccccescce 2.70@2.90 

White table meal.... \< 

White corn flour.... 

Yellow corn flour 

OTe Ira sic ndsces vacnsenaneass 
WHEAT—Increased strength in this 


market due to 


light offerings and 
stronger reports 


from the west and 


prices advanced %c. Cables higher, but 
values here continue relatively above 
those abroad and exporters were unable 
Strictly 


to work any new business. 














December 30, 1903 


choice milling wheat scarce and want- 
ed at full prices. Receipts, 135,326 bus; 
exports, nothing; stock, 191,940 bus. 
Quotations: 
WINTER WHEAT 
Close cn eting “oh ago. 





No. 2 red, December...... 88 8744@88 
OAR LOTS 
No. 2 Pennsylvania red.. noms 8814@89 
No. 2 ee Oe 89@89% 88'4@89 
Ce eee 8734@88 
Steamer No. 2 red... 8344@R4 
peo eee 8244@838 
pO) Ere 784@79 
FROJGOCOE Bh ccscvescuccees T83@73% 72%@73 
SPRING WHEAT 
No. lnorthern, Duluth.. 96@96%  9%5@95% 
No. 2northern, Duluth.. 94@94%  93@98% 


CORN—Receipts moderate and all of- 
ferings absorbed by local dealers and 
shippers. Prices ruled a shade higher 
and close firm. Receipts, 108,190 bus; 





exports, nothing; stock, 73,840 bus. 
Quotations: 

Close Last 

In export elevator— Thursday. week. 

No. 2 4 4 48'4@4834 

5 47 @47% 

oO. , 45 @45% 

Old No. 2 yellow, track. 54 @54% 654 «@54% 
New 2 yellow, track.... 49 @60 49 @b50 
New st’r yellow, track. 47 @48 47 @48 
New, 8 yellow track.... 48 @47 46 @47 
New, yellow, cob....... 49 @60 49 @b60 


OATS—There was a considerable re- 
duction in the supply and the market 
edvanced ec per bu under a good de- 
mand. Receipts, 46,785 bus; exports, 
nothing; stock, 90,570 bus. Prices com- 
pare as follows: 

Close ae. Last week. 





No.2 white clipped...... 48%4@ 8 @43% 
No. 2white natural...... .... O48 42 @42% 
No. 8 white natural...... .... @42 41 .@41% 
PE; BOs cis ovicsccsees: uss @41% ....@39% 
Rejected white .......... 89 @40 37 @88 
Boston 
Dec. 29.—[Special Telegram.]— De- 


mand for spring patents generally quiet 
although some business has been done 
in trade brands. Market firm with an 
advance of 5@10c reported. Winter 
wheat flours dull but firm with an ad- 
vance of 5c on most grades. Millfeed 







firmly held with a fair trade. Quota- 
tions on flour, per 196 lbs, are: 
Wisconsin, Minnesota and Dakota 
CuuMunvepe ee oe dakeseliesees ovance $4.85@5.20 
a gaes ccbccecccstvabscscenns 4.65@ 4.85 
CID Fe isco ce peiscsccccccccces ae. 4.20@4 85 
I aoa cagticcectuseceessadke dees eee 3.85@4.10 
ee | eer 4.55@4.80 
Michigan straight ............scecee- 4.15@4.30 


Michigan clear.... 
Indiana patent.. 
Indiana straight 


Indiana clear ..... 3.85@4.10 


New York patent. ... 4,25@4.40 
New York straight.................... 8.90@ 4.05 
EE cnnebenwe osu caaseessce 8.754 3.95 
TEOMORS DRGOIG co cceiccccescccccsevece 4.45@4.75 


* 
MILLFEED—Market firm on 
all kinds of millfeed, with the demand 
good. Spring bran in light supply with 
prices firmly held. Cottonseed and lin- 


Dec. 26.— 


seed meal firmer but quiet. Buffalo 
gluten feed steady. Hominy feed quiet 
and unchanged. Quotations: 


Middlings,200-lb sacks, per ton... -$20.00@25.00 
Bran, winter 200-lb sacks, perton.. 21.25@21.50 
Bran, spring, 200-lb BACKS.......++. 20. ova 20.25 
Red-dog, 140-lb sacks............... -@2B.50 
Mixed feed, 200-1b sacks.. Baad aialetn ora 21.50/@28.00 
Cottonseed meal, sacked.......... ..... Pop 
BD MOOR, Wis ccncesccccescs coved 24.00 
Buffalo gluten, sacked............. ..... - 25.50 
Hominy feed, sacked.............. ....- @22.00 

CEREAL PRODUCTS — Market for 


oatmeal quiet and unchanged with of- 
ferings liberal and but little inquiry. 
Cornmealin light demand. Rye and 
graham flours unchanged in prices with 
a moderate demand. Quotations: 


ION ee. ccachascenaccessacensas ft 75@5.00 
Cut and ground oatmeal.. ceceees 5.25@6.65 
Ss oda coud gaenseapanace sn 3.10@ 4.00 
MT cs vcncvndaskeenesvenseederee 8.10@8,75 
Granulated cornmeal................ 2.80@3.25 
BOLT COTTRELL . 0 o60ccevcccccesececs 2.80@38.25 
COPRIIORT, GOMITBOR. ... nc cccccccccsse 2.85@2.40 


Receipts of flour, grain, millfeed and 
meal during the week were: 


1903. 1902. 
ct cenneacas dvaned 14,972 19,820 
GE eo nndnconcccsanetes 28,185 48,081 
., yO Si rr 430,986 248,175 
Se ere wnotease 17,464 11,262 
CE acl scegetcedeceessenccs 70,920 73,120 
Millfeed, tOMS ......ccccccesese 7 
CORMMIGRT, DIB. co ccseccccscccs 875 603 
CORE, UB c ns o0cecoeececes 775 2,202 
CIEE, GE nc acccccesceces 900 820 


Exports of flour, wheat and corn from 
Boston for the week ended Dec. 26, 
were; 








-— Flour— Wheat, Corn, 

Destination— bbls. sacks. bus. bus. 
Liverpool.... ..... 1,590 120,955 
Basccs scenes 4,419 67,845 
Copenhagen . : 500 88,800 
Provinces.... 1,190 me * Goto 

Totals....... 1,190 antes ent 100 410 

Since Jan. 1.. 51,8031 723 575 7,114,635 


Same time’02. 64,4911, ett ‘315 18 ‘or0. 479 805.564 


The Omaha, Neb., grain exchange, 
Friday, filed articles of incorporation 
with the secretary of state. The capital 





is $250,000, and the articles aresigned by 
102 members of the Exchange. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Minneapolis 


Dec. 29.—Quotations of flour asked to- 
day by local and outside mills for car or 
round lots, at Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, 
for prompt shipment were: 

Tuesday. Year ago. 
First patent. in wood....$4.30@4.50 $8.65@8.90 
Second patent, in wood 4.20@4.40 a a 
Straight, in wood... - 4.10@4.30  3.45@8.70 





Fancy clear, jute. . 2.90@8.10 2.60@2.70 
First clear, jute.......... 2.80@3.00 2.40@2.55 
Second clear, jute....... 1.95@2.05 1.95@2.00 
Red-dog. jute............ 1.70@ 1.75 1.756@1.80 


For flour in different packages, the fol- 
lowing is the schedule: 1-16 cotton 
sacks, same as wood; &% cotton, same as 
wood; % cotton, 10c less than wood; %cot- 
ton and 140’s and 98’s, jute, 20c less than 
wood; 1-16 paper sacks, same as wood; 
paper, lic less than wood; % paper, 20c less 
than wood; % bbls, 30c over wood. 


Prices asked by northwestern millers 
per 2&0 lbs, in jute, c. i. f., including 2 
per cent commission: 





LONDON 
Tuesday. Last year. 
BRIO iovascvcces 25s 6d@26s 9d 23s @28s 9d 
Fancy clear...... 21s 94@22s Yd 19s 94@20s 3d 
First clear....... 2ls @2is6d 18s §9d@19s 
Second clear .... 15s 6d@15s 9d 15s 6d@15s 9d 
Red-dog.......... l4s8d@l4s6d 15s @l5s 38d 
LIVERPOOL Tuesday. 
PO csidks tan deusgenios Jee dos seee 25s 64. @26s 9d 
First clear, standard .. 20s 9d@21s 6a 
Second clear.........ccceeee ... 15s 83d@15s 9d 
OE von vclie-bepasbeetgesetenes 14s @l4s 8d 
GLASGOW 

PE KedutavdeesikeSeneecervssane 25s 6d@26s 9d 
First clear, standard............ 2ls @2ls 3d 
BECOME CORE ssi cceceseescess ... 15s 6d@15s 9d 
EE ora 00 $0es abanseeesp cones l4s 83d@14s 6d 





Amsterdam c. i. f. quotations of local 
and outside mills were, today, per 220% 
lbs, in guilders: 





WAN I oo oa og is Fob dene paesiie dae 10%a. 
DR II cas cickve sen cvasecesacecsces 104@ 10° 
Second clear TPL@ 734 
TR Senses ccs: <tokscsevacevcssss. CW Oe 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

London 60 days’ sight documentary 
exchange was quoted by Minneapolis 
banks as follows during the last week: 


Dec. 28. .$4.8074@ Dec. i -$4.8034@4.8074 
Dec. 24.. 4. Boa 4. 18074 Dec. - 4.8040 4,80% 
Dec. 25*. ......@....0 Dec 30. - 4.8054@...... 


Scsakeliiiioee day’s sight, were, Dec. 29, 
quoted at 40.09@ 40.12. 
*Holiday. 

THE MONEY MARKET 


The Minneapolis money market is 
quiet, with old rates of interest prevail- 
ing. The current range of rates is 
shown below: 

Call terminal receipts,5to 1l0days5 to5% 
Four to six months, terminal ele- 


WRIOE POCOUIEE) occ cccccckccceccsvees 5 to 5% 
Strong indorsed elevator eaeee..- . 5% to 6% 
Strong indorsed millers’ paper.... 5% to 054 
Country elevator receipts........... ... to 
Country millers’ indorsed paper... 6 to 8 
Common local paper............+.+. to8 


Local banks ask 54@8 percent according 
to quality of paper. 


MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output and foreign ship- 
ments by Minneapolis mills for four 
weeks, with comparisons, are shown in 
the subjoined tables: 


FLOUR OUTPUT BY WEEKS 
1908. Bbls. 1902. Bbls. 1901. Bbis. 
Dec. 26..177,885 Dec. 27..288.230 Dec. 28..219,445 
Dec. 19..3841,460 Dec. 20,.815,870 Dec. 21°.840,945 
Dec. 12..388,015 Dec. 18..282,855 Dec. 14..400,505 
Dec. 5.. 410,180 Dec. 6..346,950 Dec. 7..331,265 
FOREIGN SHIPMENTS BY WEEKS 


1903. 902. 1901. 
Dec. 26.. 35,745 Dec. 27.. 71,860 Dec. 28.. 38,190 
Dec. 19.. 65,040 Dec. 20.. 66,165 Dec. 21.. 49,965 
Dec. 12.. 57,185 Dec. 18.. 49,965 Dec. 14.. 56,900 
Dec. 5.. 99,445 Dec. 6.. 61,175 Dec. 7.. 64,060 
OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 
The flour output and foreign ship- 


ments of northwestern mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth have been by 
weeks, in barrels: 


Week No Cap’e’y, —— Output—— —Exports,— 
ending mills. bbis 1903. 1902. 1903, 1902. 
Sept. 5.. 87 30,775 107,649 109,389 21,496 21,077 
Sept. 12. 87 29,000 127,156 123,607 22.581 28,988 
Sept. 19. 87 30,425 129,818 126,605 26,625 21,064 
Sept, 26. 41 27,025 130,092 125,556 20,280 21,784 
Oct. 8.... 88 29,450 148,257 136,686 24,897 21.880 
Oct. 10.. 37 27,975 158,141 126,308 27,387 20,886 
Oct. 17.. 39 81,650 177,199 146,116 21,400 26,518 
Oct. 24.. 38 31,125 168,571 149,356 22,489 22,043 
Oct. 81.. 38 31,075 180,002 151,670 33,690 24,716 
Nov. 7.. 39 80,000 169,846 153,514 28,551 28,820 
Nov. 14. 389 80,775 181,969 149,704 30,688 26,855 
Noy. 21. 40 30,975 180,682 188,189 28,472 20,204 
Novy. 28. 41 31,025 183,813 189,500 24,114 21,155 
Dec. 5.. 86 29,250 163,055 136.189 24,446 21,284 
Dec. 12.. 88 28.850 136,563 125,889 20,797 20,675 
Dec. 19.. 88 24,275 121,897 118,090 14,016 19,690 
Dec. 26., 35 29,100 99,282 122,144 11,428 19,843 
CEREALS AND FEED 

Millfeed is steady and firm with bran 
showing some strength today. The 
most interest is manifested in bran, 


though the volume of trading in that 
product is not large. Minneapolis is 
the strongest of all markets, the east 
seeming to show indifference and is 
buying very moderately. Middlings are 
quiet, as is also red-dog. Bran for Feb- 
ruary shipment is held at $20.25 per ton 
in 200’s f.o.b. Boston. Standard mid- 
djings, Monday sold at $19.25 January 
shipment. Red-dog is held at $17.10 in 
jute, f.o.b. Minneapolis for January 


shipment. Of course, the light opera- 
tion of the mills is an important factor 
in the situation, and helps to keep 
prices strong. Some feed dealers look 
for light running on the part of the 
mills through January. 

Minneapolis car lot prices of millfeed 
today (Dec. 29.) for prompt shipment 
were, per 2,000 lbs: 


Bulk. 200-1b sacks. 
Standard bran....... $13 30@18.40 $14 15@14.25 
Coarse bran.......... 3.40@ 13.50 14.25@ 14.35 
Standard middlings. 12. S50 18.00 18.60@ 18.75 
Flour middlings..... 15.85@ 16.10 16.60@ 16.85 
Red-dog*..........00. 6.25@ 16.50 17.25@ 17.50 


*Jute 140-lb sacks. 
In 100-Ib sacks, 50c per ton additional over 
200-1b sacks is charged. 


The Boston basis of prices for mill- 


feed, for prompt shipment, is given 
below, in 200-lb sacks: 

Tuesday. Year ago. 
Standard bran....... $20.15@20.25 $19.75@19.85 
Coarse bran......... 20.25@ 20.35 19.85@ 20.00 
Standard middlings. 19.50@ 19.75 20.00@20.15 
Flour middlings..... 22 50@22.75 22.00@22 25 
Red-dog. 140-ib sacks 23.15@23.35 23.40@ 23.65 


Quotations of cereals and feed prod- 
ucts, incar lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. 
Minneapolis, are: 

Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibs, bulk....... 14.50@ 14.75 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibs, bulk.. 15.25@15.50 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibs, bulk.. 16.00@16.50 








No. 8 ground feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.. 16.50@17.00 
Rye feed, 2000 lbs, in 100-lb sacks.. 15.00@15.25 
Yellow cornmeal, granulated*.... 2.20@ 2 25 
Cornmeal, white*. .30@ 3.35 
Hominy, coarse* . 2.40@ 2.45 
Table grits*...... .. 2.50@ 2.55 
Brewers’ grits, in jute, 200 ibs ..... 2.50@ 2.55 
Rye flour, pure* Pebbebesscursaveke «+. 2.45@ 2.55 
DAO OUT, OBB a soos ccscecseccsess - 2.45@ 2.55 
Rye flour, standard, WUILC* 5. ese 2.45@ 2.56 
ae ‘ 2.40@ 2.45 
Graham, wheat, pure 8.85@ 8.45 
Graham, standard*.. 8.15@ 3.20 
Buckwheat flour* .......... 5.00@ 5.50 
Rolled oats, 180 lbs, wood.......... 4.30@ 4.35 
Rolled oats, per bbl, in 90-16 sacks 4.10@ 4.15 

*Per bblin sacks. Where not otherwise 


stated, sacks are of 49 and 98-lb cotton. 
Screenings, bulk— 


I Ro aes oi ianieiseoesoose 10.00@ 10.50 
WIOVESOT, DOP COI... 50s cccvevesesanee 10.00@ 10.50 
Fancy chicken feed, per ton...... 15.00@ 16.00 


Chicken feed, ton, second quality 11.00@12.00 
Flaxseed screenings, per ton..... 8.00@11. 


Buckwheat screenings, per ton... 11. 00@ 12. 00 

Wild mustard 8604... ...:...cccese 19.00@20.00 
Oil cake and meal— 

Linseed oil cake, 2,000 Ibs.......... 17.75@18.00 

Linseed oil meal, 2,000 lbs.......... 19.00@ 19.50 

Linseed oil, raw, per gallon,cents .30@ .81 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKETS 


The range of May wheat in Minneapo- 
lis for the week has been 82(@8374c and 
for July, 814%@83%4c. High point was 
touched yesterday,on war news. Specu- 
lation is limited, a common sentiment 

obtaining that with Chicago men deep- 
ly interested, it is dangerous todo much 
in wheat. 'The winter wheat crop seems 
to be coming along without attracting 
special attention. 

Compared with last Tuesday July 
wheat in Minneapolis market is 1\4c 
higher, May 1%c higher, spot No. 1 
northern, 1%c higher and No. 2, 1%c 
higher. 

The appended table shows closing 
prices, in cents per bushel, at Minneapo- 
lis, of No. 1 northern, o. 2, No. 3, 
rejected and no grade; May and July 
wheat: 

No.1. No.2. No.8 Rej. N.G. May. July 
Dec 18.... 8144 79% T0@T77 68@76 60@70 8134 814 
Dec 19.... 82% 80°% 72@77 68@74 62@70 82% 8214 


“22! gitZ 798% 
8136 79% 
81% 79% 7 


8134 794 74@77 69@76 65@75 8244 81% 
72@76 68@75 64@78 817, 81% 
70@76 68@74 64@72 82% 817% 
824 


T0@77 oor 62@70 82% 


cece oe @.. as 





a ‘@ 
Dec 28.... 8254 80°54 ia 77 iia 76 65@75 8334 8234 
Dec 29.... 838 81 T1L@T77 67@74 65@78 ne 83 


Dec 20+... 7434 72% T0@72 ...... 2+... 5% Tb 
Dec 380f.. 17% 76% T3@74 ..... . 78% 79 
*Holiday. +1902. 11901. 


MINNEAPOLIS CROP RECEIPTS 
Receipts and shipments of wheat at 
Minneapolis for the crop year, Sept. 1 to 

Dec. 26, 1903, in bushels, have been: 


1908. 1902. 
NE ... cas acneeatane 45,208,970 46,970,960 
BRIPGRSDES...cccccceccscces 7,497,910 5,048,090 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth for the week ended Saturday 
were in bushels (hundreds omitted): 

In store— 





1908. 1902. 1901. 1908. 1902. 

Minneapolis... 2,299 1,748 2,307 10,264 13,382 
Duluth.......... 822 96 615 1,762 38,791 
Totals 2,621 2,844 2,922 12,026 17,123 





Minneapolis grain receipts and ship- 
ments by calendar years, (hundreds 
omitted), reported by the Chamber of 
Commerce, four days estimated, were: 


RECEIPTS 
1908, 1902, 1901, 1900, 1899, 
bus. bus. bus. bus bus. 
Wheat....... 86.438 88,235 90,888 83,312 87,962 
3 8,181 3,285 7,868 6,502 7,277 
[ee 2,359 12,066 10,719 10,887 11,014 
Barley ...<<« 11,208 7,784 4,999 4,552 2,558 
NO oo cccaee 1,581 1,042 1,602 510 659 
eee 9,369 8,166 7,070 6,093 4,207 
Stilistufis®.. 17 14 16 10 10 
Flour®......; 292 246 241 223 197 
ore *Bbis. 
SHIPMENTS 
Wheat....... 15,461 11,778 11,470 10,987 14,768 
Barley ...... 11,208 4,912 2,686 3,881 1,425 
Nc. scases 944 734 708 606 623 
OO ae 2,611 2,240 2,014 4,006 1,557 
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CROP YEARS’ RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


The receipts and shipments at Minne- 
apolis by crop years ended Sept. 1, re- 
ported by the Chamber of Commerce, are 
shown below, (hundreds omitted): 


RECEIPTS 
1902-3. 1901-2. 1900-1. 1599-0. 
Wheat, bus...... 89,900 84,381 81,962 87,763 
CGPR. HAB....6 0.55 2,833 4,081 9,266 4,930 
CEE OOS 5050005 18,468 7553 12,910 8,615 
Barley, bus...... 9,477 4,540 5,250 2,974 
Se 1,385 932 814 549 
eS a 10,020 7,141 7,180 4,112 
Flour, bbls...... 261 282 191 241 
Millstuff, tons... 17 18 9 ll 
SHIPMENTS 
Wheat, bus...... 18,424 11,208 10,097 15,650 
Barley, bus...... 6,297 2,637 8,673 1 vf 
pS A eae 898 687 
(ge eee 2,976 2,410 8,294 2, 185 


Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth, in the first two days of the pres: 
ent week, were, in carloads: 





1908. 1902, 

III OLN s ic cscs eccoekeesares en 1,471 1,387 
MIR, W503 occ a eviccis Solelbiesics uals Wow 282 105 
DRIUMEE vou bustieeencex catarsceeves 1,758 1,442 


MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 
Wheat in public elevators of Mirne- 

apolis, as reported by the Chamber of 

Commerce, was as follows, in bushels, 


on dates given: Dec. 27 
Dee; 26. Dec. 19. Dec. 12, 1902, s 
No. lhard. 2,650 2,650 2,650 — 618,870 


No.1 north 8,638,089 3,512,897 3, ry 476 5,624,7F3 





No. _— 475,369 405,184 421,590 1,526,880 
a 2,405 2,405 405 167,066 
Scaiea 56,576 57,576 56,576 469 
Nograde.. 118,980 118.980 118,980 9,578 
Spec’l bins 5,940,888 5,327,055 4,776.730 5,875,660 
Macaroni.. 11,978 11,978 TEGIO sesdacsce 

Totals ... 10,246,480 9,437,720 soe 18,332,785 
In 1901..... 14,479,000 14,217, rind TSSLLAGE 50ks scuse 
In 1900..... 16,837,000 000 16°544,000 sieewewoue: 
In 1899.. "18,808,127 16,867,000 13, BIG GO ek <n<vns 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
Wheat received at Minneapolis by 
weeks, ended Saturday, in eee in- 





spected as follows: Dec’ 27, 
Dec. 26 Dec. 19. Dec. 12. 1902. 

No. 1 hard..... ae ase Pas 54 
No. lnorthern 236 367 638 366 
No.2 northern 675 850 1,106 768 
: SS aer 514 579 699 291 
Rejected er 304 805 346 181 
No grade...... 122 115 188 201 
WEMUO? oo cscs 423 263 292 101 
Macaroni...... 24 26 37 eet 
Totals....... 2,298 2,505 3,306 1,962 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts and shipments at Minneapo- 
lis, by weeks ended Saturday, were: 








RECEIPTS Dec. 27, 
Dec. 26. Dec. 19. 1902. 
Wheat, bus......... 2,299,200 2,423,580 1,748,000 
PIOUS, BOIB.c. ccccnce 5,334 6,099 6,389 
Millstuff, tons...... 217 858 407 
Corn, bus 246,450 196,950 177,800 
Oats, bus 610,456 613,440 802,470 
Barley, bus 156,320 204,970 144,440 
Rye, bus.... 40,67 43,500 80,020 
Flax, bus.. 189,200 107,720 241,040 
SHIPMENTS 
Wheat, bus.......... 260,870 214,080 232,960 
WIGGSl, ODIS....cceves 230,734 882.782 249,008 
Millstuff. tons. # 6,800 9,582 7,840 
Barley, bus... 134,160 147,460 166,960 
Rye, bus... -. 82,190 37,380 22,320 
UN SEE ocoweenes 54,000 82,140 68,650 
STOCKS OF COARSE GRAIN 

Stocks of coarse grain in public 


houses at Minneapolis, in bushels: 


Dec. 27, 
Dec. 26. Dec. 19. 1902. 
Onn. DRE. . cs-o0scpcace 22,348 13,749 11,649 
RE WE co siceas sans ed 1,579,305 1,506,584 288,762 
BRPIOF, DAG... 00 scccves 1,896,455 1,547,552 492,357 
Ps MN cccnhceeeveses 68,551 80,558 68,5 
0 er ee 1,564,892 1,524,820 1,374,776 


Daily closing prices of No. 3 new yel- 
low corn, No. 3 white oats, No.2 rye and 
barley at Minneapolis during the week 
were: 











Corn, Cate. Rye, Barley, 
bu. u. bu. : 
Dec. 28... 88 @.... Beso 5l @ 82@50 
Dec. .. 3844@.... Crease 50a oti 31@62 
Dec ; -@. ; .@.. 
Dec penalise fa 
Dec .. 88144@... 30@54 
Dec . 8844@.... § 82@54 
*Holiday. 
Weekly Flour Output 
The attached table gives the flour 


output at milling centers for two weeks, 
with comparisons, in barrels: 
Dec. 26, Dec. 19, Dec. 27, Dec. 28. 
2 


3. - 1901. 
Minneapolis .... 177,885 341,460 238,280 219,440 








Duluth-supe’r.. 9,000 16,280 19, 16,590 
Milwaukee...... 20,550 85,100 33,450 389,900 
OGL, cccccccece 207,435 392,840 290,985 275,935 

35 ads mills* 99,280 ....... IBID vcceccs 
Agr’te spr’g... 806,665 ....... GRIM. 65 
St. Louis......... 12,000 =1@,000 22,900 22,000 
8t. Louist........ 28,000 42,000 80,000 20,000 
Indianapolis 8,830 9,700 7,310 9,090 
Detroit ...cccrece 9,500 11,400 10,500 9,500 
Chicago.......... 000 7,700 16,250 24,000 
Kansas City..... 17,000 40,700 80,400 38,100 
BOIS. ccersesces 6,800 27,500 _ 4 ae 


*Minnesota and Dakota mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth. 

+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis. 
but controlled in that city. 
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MINNEAPOLIS STOCKS OF GRAIN 
Stocks of wheat, flaxseed and oats in 
public elevators of Minneapolis on Mon- 
day, with distribution of same, and the 
increase or decrease of wheat, are shown 
below in thousands of bushels: 









Wheat Flax- 
. ine. seed. Oats. 
' Atlantic .............. 8 135 31 
* oP umpire’... net 1 7% 10 
Crescentl. wees tees BS 
Exchange Grain Co... 159 ll 2 2 
Electric .......--+----: 1,118 59 50 97 
“H” Great Eastern... 583 69 87 12 
G. N. Ry. No. 1......-- 79 27 1 50 
DIWDe sono. 18 arch eee 
St WesternNo.1..... 162 % ‘i92 "4 
Gt. Western No. lft... 120 sees wae “ 
Gt. won —* odes 157 we alerts 
Interior No. lt.....---; 2 5 seen oes 
Interior Nos.2and 8t 264 *ll 7 4 
Interstate ao 78 ll 1 7 
a we SE 
Midway No. 1**........ ae. an ea é 
Midway No. 2**.......- 499 ae eee 7 
Mississippi(Butcher)  7i a ‘s 2 
Monarcht.......+.----- 879 80 : LJ 
Northwestern ol - 159 8 é 7 
Northwestern No.2.. ....  ---: wes tage 
Brooks-Griffiths...... 167 12 22 176 
Pioneer _ ee i 4 495 
Republict ........----- 5 " sess tees 
Osborne-MeMilian. = 90 3 107 38 


St. Anthony No. lit... 499 V5 sees wees 
St. Anthony No. 8it... 1,646 75 4 


Standard (Sowle)..... 30 ayes * 
Star (Van Dusen)..... 181 | ae : 
Union®......------+-+-+ 621 19 35 1 
Victoria (Cargill)..... 98 1 63 ‘a 
E. 8. Woodworth..... 286 59 66 ° 
“x” (G.C. Bagley).... 98 2 218 1 


Totals.......ccccccoe: 10,264 809 need i 

. H. Peavey. !Van Dusen-Harrington 

weinisbary’ HW. H. Dunwoody. ** Gregorv- 
Jennison. *Decrease. {iMacaroni. 


Freight Rates 


OOEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour, from Atlantic 
ports, as quoted in Minneapolis Tues- 
day, were as follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 














—_— From 
Phil- New- 
New Bos- Balti- adel- Nor- port 
To— York. ton. more. phia. folk. News 
Aberdeen...... eo 19.00 20.00 ..... ..... 
Amsterdam.... 9.00 9.00 11.00 11.00 ..... 12.00 
AntwerpD......-- 8.44 8.44 10.00 9.00 ..... ..... 
Belfast.......000 ssece veces  Siiee Wires canes 
Bremen........ = ana WN concn eccun Sones 
Bristol.......... ee SO See ae 
Cardiff ...... 200 2-22. eceee BERD cence. 2 
Christiania..... 9.00 9.00 12.00 11.00 ..... ...-. 
Copenhagen... 9.00 9.00 12.00 REDD cence oe 
Mi dccdeaateee Veses Senee BREE sncxs. eres 
aera ae ; 
Dundee.......-- 14.06 ..... CS ae 
Glasgow......-- 9.00 9.00 11.00 12.00 ..... 12.00 
Gothenburg i eee 12.00 11.00 . ree 
Hamburg....... 0.00 10.00 11.00 10.00 ..... 12.00 
eee 12.50 222.6 sse20 eens ce ees trees 
Helsingfors 15.00 ..... 17.00 16.00 ..... «00. 
Millcscees ssvce BEN UON a. celsneee Scene. osaes 
ee ore BE ccs, SRO ocinis enone 
Liverpool...... 8.44 8.44 9.04 9.44..... 994 
London......... 8.44 8.44 11.44 10.44 ..... 11.44 
Londonderry.. ..... +-+-- MR oo. eban (nes ex 
Manchester.. .. a= incns cava arches 
8.00 "8.00 10.00 10.00 ::.:: 12.00 
I Ra asccs dccew eames 
BG SESE BO oie ck crave asevs 
8t. John’s, N.F. 12.50. 


Owing to frequent changes, the above 

rates are subject to confirmation. 
MINNEAPOLIS AND DULUTH RATES 

All-rail freight rates from Minneap- 
olis, Minnesota Transfer, St. Paul and 
Duluth on flour, millfeed, oil cake, etc., 
effective since Dec. 1, are as follows in 
cents per 100 lbs: 





To— A. B. To— A. 8, 
Albany...... 26.5 17.8 Louisville .. 19. 9 
PS . 10. Lynchburg.. 24.5 15.8 
Allegheny... 20. 10. Muncie..... 18. 8. 
Ashtabula.. 20. 10. New Albany 18. 8. 
Baltimore .. 245 153 New Castle. 20. 10. 
Binghamton 23.5 14.3 New York... 27.5 18.3 
Bluffton .... 18 8. Norfolk..... 24.5 16.8 
Boston...... 29.5 20.8 Ogdensb’rg.. 29.5 20.3 
Buffalo...... 20. 10. Oil City a 10. 
Chicago .. . 10 Oswego 14.3 


Park’rsb’rg. 22. 12. 
Ph’lad’Iph’a. 25.5 16.8 
Pittsburg... 20 10 


Chillicothe.. 22. 12. 
Cincinnati... 18. 8. 
Cleveland... 20. 10. 


Corning..... 2.5 143 Portland.... 29.5 20.3 
Columbus... 20. 10. Providence. 29.5 20.3 
Deayton...... 18. 8 Punxsutaw- 

Detrrit ..... 18. 8. PY Ae 23.5 14.3 
Dunkirk.... 20. 10. Rochester... 23.5 14.3 
Elmira...... 23.5 143 Sandusky... 20. 10. 
TEE sccacasee 20. 10. Schenectd’y 26.5 17.3 
Ft. Wayne.. 18. 8. Scranton... 25.5 168 
Fostoria. ... 18 8. Springfield. 18. 8 


Gr’d Rapids 18. 8 Syracuse.... 238.5 14.8 
8. 


Hornellsv’e 23.5 14.8 Toledo....... 18. 
Indianap’lis 18. es . 26.5 17.8 
Jamestown.. 20. 10. Utica........ 25.5 16.3 
Kokomo.... 18. 8 Washingt’n. 24.5 15.3 
Lafayette... 17- 7. Wheeling... 20. 10. 
Lansing..... 18. 8. Youngst’wn. 20. 10. 
PE ckssaee 18 


A-—Through rates from Minneapolis. B— 
Proportion of through rates from Chicago. 
EXPORT RATES EFFECTIVE SINCE DEC. 10 


Cts. Cts. 
To— A B 
New York, Boston .. 24,00 16.00 
NN aces cc usccerccesces. Mae 14.00 
Baltimore, Newport News, 

I To een ac aceuemeneu cae 21.00 13.00 
nn ea ka aagensian sane 24.00 16.00 
Montreal, Quebec............... ,* ares 
St. John, Levis, Point Levi..... 24.00 
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SOUTHERN RATES FROM MINNEAPOLIS 


Freight rates on flour from Minneapo- 
lis to various points are as follows in 
cents per 100 lbs: 










POGTiescssccsces 10.00 New Orleans.... 27.50 
Des Moines...... 14.00 Memphis......... 24.50 
Omaha...... . 14.00 Nashville........ 28.00 
Kansas City o ERD BUR... cccescces 42.00 
St. Louis... 14.00 Richmond. 24.50 
E. St. Louis 14.00 Columbia (8S. C.) 48.00 
Little Rock...... 00 Dallas..... - 45.00 
Jacksonville.... 41.00 Galveston... . 52.50 
INDIANAPOLIS 


The following are rates on flour and 











millstuff from Indianapolis, in cents 
per 100 lbs: 

To— Domestic. To— Domestic. 
BORSGON: 56<scec00< le Norfolk, Va,..... *12.50 
BOSON. .6:cess00 *15.50 Lynchburg, Va.. 15.50 
Providence,R.I. 20. Suffolk, Va...... 15.50 
Providence,R.1.*15.50 Petersburg, Va.. 15.50 
New York... we Richmond, Va.. 15.50 
New York *15. Roanoke, Va.... 15.50 
Philadelphi 16.50 Washington,D.C 15.50 
Philadelphia *13.50 Albany,N. Y.... 18.00 
Baltimore.. 15.50 Troy,N. Y.. 18.00 
Baltimore.. *12.50 Utica, N. Y. 16.50 
Portland, Me. 20.50 Syracuse, N. 15.00 


cm 
Portland, Me....*15.50 
Newport News.. 15.50 
Newport News. .*12.50 
Norfolk, Va...... 15. 
*Export. 


Geneva, N. Y. 
Rochester, N. Y. 
Dubois, Pa....... 14.50 
Emporium, Pa.. 14.50 





BALTIMORE 


Ocean freights were comparatively 
steady under light offerings and fair 
engagements at the following closing 
rates, which refer more particularly to 
January loading: liverpool, per bu, 


144d; London, 1%d; Glasgow, per qr, Is 
3d; Belfast, 1s 6d; Cardiff, 1s 6d; Dub- 


lin, 1s 6d; Leith, ls 9d; picked ports, 2s; 
Antwerp, Is 3d; Hamburg, 1s; Rotter- 
dam, Is 3d; Bremen, 25 pfgs; Cork, f.o., 
2s 3d. 





DETROIT 


Freight rates on flour in cents per 100 
lbs from Detroit tothe points named 
are as follows: 


New York........ 15.50 Boston,.......... 17.50 
Philadelphia .... 13.50 Newport News.. 12.50 
Pittsburg........ 10, i a 18.50 
POTUARG «06600005 17.60 Baltimore....... 12.50 
PHILADELPHIA 


Ocean rates are very dull and favor 
the shipper. Quotations of prompt 
shipment are: 

Cork for orders, per quarter. 28 14%d@2s3 d 
Picked ports, per quarter,..,.1s6 d@ls 74d 
Denmark, per quarter...../. s14d@2s3 d 
BERTH RATES Flour. 
Grain, per bu. per ton. 

14d 











Liverpool 8s 6d 
Antwerp, Jan.... 2d 9s 
DON, ooccanssnscscatexcates 14d *lle 
INRA POO a sn ciccensscaws 3d 8s 
BIBRCHORUGE. «6 5ccs0 ccescsncee 134d *10%¢ 
Per ar. Per 100 lbs. 
ROR OP OI oe css vsncce acces -@ls6 da 10c 
Amsterdam.. lle 
Hamburg. lle 
Rau anvaceseababee! SESAAT 12¢ 


KANSAS CITY 


A part of the export rates given below 
are quoted on a Gulf basis; others are on 
Virginia ports basis. The promised ad- 
vance in the inland rates to the latter 
ports is not yet at allcertain. As the 
case stands it appears probable that 
there will be a three-cent advance to 
some foreign ports. For the present, 
the rates below are available for all of 
January shipment. 

Folowing are rates quoted today 
through eastern and Gulf ports to the 
places named on flour in sacks, in cents 
per 100 lbs: 





Via Via 
Destination— Atlantic ports. Gulf ports. 
BBOTOGON «6 5 cccicenccetacce 41.00 
po IRS 81.50 
MTEL OP OOIR 0 caccceciscsee 83.00 
eso annals aeadeks 34.65 
OL COR 86.45 
PO eee 82.00 
OBRPISGIOMIB. 0.60 cccccceccccs 34.00 
COMECRBARBOR, ..0cccccccscce 34.00 
Cor 41.15 
Dublin 84.85 
DN ccs cicdnwusvawasase 38.00 
Glasgow 83.00 
Gibraltar... 39.66 
Hamburg 32.05 
Hull 36.90 
Havana arene 
Leith.. 35.00 
London... 33.44 
Liverpool 31.94 
Londongerry 39.65 
Manchester ..........sese- 83.30 
[Eee Ee 42.00 
WEOWOREEI Gee. ccc cocccccecess 86.00 
Rotterdam .. .... wccscees 82.00 





Export rates to the ports named are 
as follows: 
New York........ 28.00 Baltimore....... 25.00 
DORIGB csvescease 28.00 Virginia ports..*22.00 
Philadelphia.... 26.00 

*To advance to 25c Jan. 1. 


Doinestie rates on flour are: 


New York........ 82.00 Boston........... 34.00 
Philadelphia.... 30.00 f 


Visible, Supply 
The statement of the visible supply of 
grain in the United States is given be- 
low in bushels (hundreds omitted): 
r Dec. 26 
Wheat. Corn. Oats. 





At— Rye. B’r’y. 
Baltimore.. 692 908 206 187 1 
Boston..... 747 212 E. sbeep -aeee 
Buffalo..... 6,191 329 952 622 2,411 
Afloat ...... 221 Pros eae eine «xs 
Chicago 2,768 2,244 1,228 242 271 
Detroit..... 287 122 164 9 81 
Duluth...... 1,762 1 480 52 854 
Ft. William 1,250. ..... Giader? <acwae, ~aseee 
Galveston.. 1,663 Me | eclaw. deans - avane 
Ind’napolis 246 88 / ae 
Kansas Cy. 908 103 ea 
Milwaukee. 505 34 27 375 
Wneapolis. 10,246 22 =1,579 69 1,896 
Montreal... 110 163 92 1 59 
New Orl’ns. 644 - we “sass ee a 
New York 1,351 414 1,122 21 561 
Afioat...... Soom dace tien: Sookn 10 
Peoria...... 2 841 594 29 4 
Philad’Iphi’ 241 55 88 secs 
Pt. Arthur.. Me (idee Beced -aevgm, “Sonus 
St.Louis... 5,421 19 125 42 83 
Toledo...... 823 393 —-:1,041 8 
Toronto. .. ME” -atcas D  wesan eee 
On Canals.. 152 155 35 17 69 

i: | 36,3885 5,728 8,330 1,276 5,580 
Last week.. 34,567 65,687 8529 1,306 5,944 
Last year.. 49,678 7,112 5,059 1,122 8,115 


Changes for week were: Increases- Wheat, 
1,818,000; corn, 41,000. Decreases—Oats, 199,000 
bus; rye, 30,000; barley, 364,000, 





Closing Wheat Prices 


Closing prices of May and cash wheat 
at points named, on each day of the 
week, per bushel, were: ; 

MAY WHEAT 


Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues 





28. 24. 25**, 26**, 28. 29, 
Minneapolis... 8224 8224 .... .... 8834 8834 
DORER ..sccess 82% 8244 i. 834 83 
Chicago ....... 8314 88% 8434 84% 

t. Louis...... 8244 824% 8234 82 
New York..... 44 8634 87% 87% 
Kansas City... 70 704 70% 70% 
Milwaukee.... 8344 83% 8434 84% 

CASH WHEAT 
Minneapolis.. 81% 81% 8254 83 
Deiat’... 0s. 80% 81 sik, 8154 
reeeet .~---- sess OG 8144... 

Shard....... 76% 76% 7634 75% 
New York— 

lnorthernf... 9534 9624 .... .... 9634 95% 

LL. Fe 9444 95% .... .... 0534 94 
copeee Ser : uy 

Se 70% 70% 71% 71 
2TOG....2..3+. Se SG .... ..-. BH 
Milwaukee.... 84% 85% 86 85% 


*To arrive. {In store. tAfloat. **Holiday. 

In the above table the price of cash wheat 
at Minneapolis, Duluth, Chicago and Mil- 
waukee is for No. 1 northern. 





FLAXSEED AND ITS PRODUCTS 


In the week ended Dec. 26, the ship- 
ments of oil cake from New York con- 
sisted of 4,553 long tons, against 28,063 
in the preceding week and 42,129 in 1902. 
The chief cargoes were 2,343 to Rotter- 
dam; 439 to Bristol; and 1,771 to Liver- 
pool. 


A Boston dispatch says: It was an- 
nounced today that Samuel P. Avery, 
formerly New England agent for the 
Midland Linseed Oil Co. of Minneapo- 
lis and who disappeared nearly a month 
ago,is wanted by the police on the 
charge of larceny of nearly $10,0000 from 
his employers. 

Ocean freight rates on oil cakee are 
quoted as follows, in cents per 100 lbs, 
from New York to the ports named: 
Liverpool, 8.44; Glasgow, 11.25; Bristol, 
9.84; Leith, 14.06; Hul!, 14.06; Newcastle, 
14.06; Manchester, 8.44; Antwerp, 8.44; 
Marseilles, 9.C0; Bremen, 12.00; Ham- 
burg, 12.00; Rotterdam, 9.00; Copen- 
hagen, Stettin, 11.25; Havre, 12.50. 

Receipts of flaxseed for week ended 
Saturday and stock in store at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth, are shown below 
in bushels, hundreds omitted: 


-——Receipts-—-— —In store— 











1903. 1902, 1908. 1902. 
Minneapolis... 189 241 1,579 1,375 
i) eee 270 212 5,024 2,793 

oo ae 459 453 6,603 4,168 


Daily closing prices, per bushel, of 
flaxseed in Minneapolis, Chicago and 
Duluth: —Minneapolis— —Duluth— Chgo. 
Spot. Rej. May. Spot, May. Spot. 

97% 96% 984 97 1.00% 1.00 

96%4 95% 9814 97 1.0034 1.00 


Dec. 28.... 
Dec. 24.... 
Dec, 25*... 


Ut. Skee scceg. tbkon = saad wwaxcee™ senate 

Dec. 28.... 9744 96 9944 97% 1.01% 1.00 

Dec, 29.... 97% 97 99% 97% 1.01% ,..... 
*Holiday. 


Notwithstanding the holidays, the de- 
mand for oil cake and meal is good 
with prices firm. Woreign inquiry is 
improved and cake is quoted c.i.f. Lon- 
don, Liverpool and Glasgow at $23.50@ 
24; Belfast at $25; Antwerp and Amster- 
dam at $24; and Dunkirk at $24.50—all 
per 2,000 lbs. Minneapolis f.o.b. quota- 
tions are: oil cake, $17.75@18; oil meal, 
$1919.50 per 2,000 lbs; raw oil, 30@3lc 
per gallon. 
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Foreign 


Glasgow 


GLasGow, Dec. 30.—[Special Cable. ]— 
The holiday season checks business 
and the market is very quiet. The fol- 
lowing quotations show the range of 
prices in this market, net c.i.f., per sack 
of 280 lbs, and are usually based on ac- 
tual transactions: 


Spring—First patent..... evaeese 24s 83d@25s 8d 
SS ... 228 6d@28s 3d 
@2\s 6d 





ing con's On 
..-. 158s 8d@16s 

. 228s @22s 6d 

. 258 94@288 94 


Second clear 
Kansas patent 


Extra fancy ........... . 238 6d@26s 
WEE Sock nedivevecoce --. 218 @21s 9d 

No. 0 Hungarian 278 9d@29s 
EROUPUME con ssacvedaccewsswrreces «onset Di eins 
BPR OP CO ilsc cine veseccens 0¥s5 ccscsuare sobiee., ae 


Sales ex-store, not including commission, 
would represent an additional cost of 9d@ls 
per sack. 





Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL, Dec. 30.—[Special Cable. ] 
—Market quiet but steady, with little or 
no variation in prices. The following 
quotations show the range of prices in 
this market, net c.i.f., per sack of 280 
lbs, and are usually based on actual 
transactions: 






Minnesota first patent.......... 248 83d@25s 38a 
Minnesota second patent....... 23s 3d@23s 6d 
Minnesota first clear....... .. 208 83d@21s 8d 
Winter extra fancy....... . 21s 834@28s 6d 
Winter first patent....... 283s 9d@26s 

Kansas patent ............ 22s @22s 6d 
Hungarian first grade... 27s @278 9d 
reer Canoes’ DD cvacs 
DORR s DOP COG: cnc cccaceewedsenecscesece £4 


Sales ex-store, not including commission, 
would represent an additional cost of 9d@1s 
per sack. 





London 


Lonpon, Dec. 30.—[Special Cable. ]— 
This market is steady with a fair de- 
gree of activity. The holiday season 
checks business. The following quota- 
tions show the range of prices in this 
market, net c.i.f. per 280-lb sack, and 














are usually based on actual trans- 
actions: 

Minnesota first patent.......... 248 8d@25s 3d 
Minnesota second patent. . 22s 6d@28s 38d 
Minnesota first clear............ 20s @2ls 6d 
Minnesota second clear......... 158 83d@16s 
Kansas patent.............. --. 228 @22s 9d 
PUI ccc cevanadxsccegtenes rn PRS 
Town households, ex-mill...... Bee. Wascens 
SUONNNE (naa curasetsceonssceseveies 24s 6d@...... 
es BO Wane vcdcisccisscencceessas £3 17s 6d 

Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM, Dec. 30.—[ Special Cable. } 
—This market is quiet but steady with 
little or no variation in prices. Other 
quotations in this market are as fol- 
lows, delivered terms, per 100 kilos 
(220% Ibs), and are usually based on ac- 
tual transactions: 


Minnesota first patent.....12.50@..... florins 
Minnesota second patent..12.00@..... florins 
POR Dei iscncsccscoceccecces 10.00@..... florins 
Choice low grade............ 7.87@..... florins 
ROG-GO.... 02. cceesececceees 6.62@ 6.75 florins 





Flour Exports 


NEw YorRE, Dec. 29.—[Special Tele- 
gram.|]—Exports of flour, given in bar- 
rels, from all Atlantic and Gulf ports 
for the weeks ended on the following 
dates, were: 











Dec. Dec. Dec. Dec. 27, 
Destination— 26. 19. 12. 1902. 
EO acco xc css 15,420 106,147 69,681 82,616 
Liverpool....... 27,971 39,183 49,138 17,108 
CIRO cicccacas 86,469 39,158 385,077 87,041 
RE aah acueanans 6,517 41.471 87,480 ...... 
Pel ceuecaseaecns 2,899 2 ae 286 
Newcastle....... scccs. 464 A ees 
yo errr 23,461 17,498 27,189 1,392 
SIS ni cenect | oeaten. katabeseeans 
Southampton... 3,922 4,643 2,499 4,464 
Manchester..... ...... 2,757 MOO ncesns 
eg aa vanenan 2,857 60,606 47,956 20,945 
Du ccScssenccnces.ssiue asics cosas 

PR ciuccneses 87,970 57,624 61,229 28,716 
Antwerp......... 8,592 443 CY ee 
Hamburg....... 81,952 7,268 20,616 29,467 
I cencds dondua 718 2,148 895 
Amsterdam..... ...... AO. goons oP sexe 
Rotterdam...... 997 54,692 5,893 25,107 
DO cacnt eaneese ake. beeen. Seene ‘Weswes 
Copenhagen..... 3,467 929 2,968 8,412 
Denmark........ 560 me ise ares 
Norway,Sweden 1,625 See 2,526 
Russia 168 22 chug’ oittne 
Cuba... * 5,449 7,841 5,449 
PE sscctsanense 5, 1,820 5,148 8,182 
San Domingo... 1,595 ...... 1,582 84 
Other W. Indies 11,170 15,488 18,592 17,824 
CentralAmerica 2,965 1,344 1,050 88S 
re eee 4,150 22,504 13,407 19,556 
Other 8.A....... 8,559 10,688 9,027 1,204 
B. N. America.. 897 1,434 6,424 1,725 
South Africa.... 25,671 20,340 15,585 7,663 
oe aa 65 = 4,187 8,119 = 21,885 
WORE csc caesdns 808,451 516,218 448,848 288,539 





A petition has been filed in the United 
States district court at Chicago, asking 
that the Cero-Fruto Food Co. be ad- 
judged bankrupt. Judge Kohlsaat ap- 
pointed a receiver in bonds of $15,000. 
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Loyal C. Kellogg 


In an old tumble-down house in Bat- 
tle Creek there lives an aged man who 
at one time cut a very important figure 
in the flour trade not only of Michigan, 
but of the east and entire middle west. 
He is finishing his days in poverty, al- 
though at one time one of _ the 
wealthiest men in the state. This manis 
Loyal C. Kellogg, the first grain buyer 
to pay a dollar for Michigan wheat and 
the man who nearly cornered the flour 
eupply of the United States in 1866. 

orn of wealthy parents near Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., Mr. Kellogg came to Michi- 
gan when financial disaster had over- 
taken his father. He took charge of a 
farm near Gull lake and began specu- 
lating in 1846, buying high grade wheat 
at 35c per bu and later selling it at 75c. 
Later he became proprietor of two mills 
and was foratime the heaviest grain 
Fm oe in the state. In 1852 he paid a 
dollar a bushel for wheat in Battle 
Creek and the event was celebrated by 
quite a jubilee among the farmers. At 
one time during the war he paid $3.90 
for wheat. 

His attempt to make a big coup in 
flour was in 1866 and the failure of his 
plan was the beginning of his financial 
downfall. He bought all the flour he 
could get, and had 44,000 bbls stored in 
Detroit and Chicago. The flour was 
worth $20 per bbl in New York, but he 
waited for the opening of navigation to 
get his goods to market. Itso hap- 
pened that navigation was very late in 
opening that spring and before he could 
get his flour to the east the price had 
declined so that he lost $8 per bbl on 
the lot, a total of $352,000. He continued 
to speculate in grain until all his im- 
mense fortune dwindled away and heis 
now ending his days in poverty and ob- 
scurity. JOHN BARR. 





Holiday Fires 


This is the time of year when the 
managers of insurance companies are 
inShourly dread of the announcement of 
fires. On the very last days of the 
year, when the hope of making a favor- 
able showing is uppermost in the minds 
of managers, usually several losses 
happen atong to upset their calcula- 
tions. Every telegram coming into 
the office is opened with nervous ap- 
prehension and until the clock strikes 
12 at midnight, Dec. 31, the agony con- 
tinues. A few years since, the direct- 
ing head of a leading mutual company 
was a visitor of the Northwestern Miller 
on the 30th of December, and was con- 
gratulating himself upon his company 
having escaped losses to an unusual de- 
gree, feeling sanguine that no fire could 
intervene between that time and Jan. 
1. Buthe was mistaken. That night 
there was a big elevator fire in Minne- 
apolis, and his company had a policy 
on it for $15,000! 

These observations are suggested by 
the comparatively large number of mill 
fires during December. Five or more 
occurred in that month. Three of the 
mills were inthe northwest, and they 
burned within about that number of 
days. ‘They came at an unpleasant 
time for company managers and swelled 
total losses for the year to a consider- 
ble degree. 





Weather-Proof Advertising Signs 


The C. F. Gardner Printing Co. of 
Princeton, Ind., has succeeded in work- 
ing up an extensive business among 
the millers, the country over, in supply- 
ing them with weather-proof advertis- 
ing signs for tacking on fences, trees 
sides of buildings and railroad cars. 
To advertise to local consumers there 
probably is no cheaper method, as a 
good sign can be bought for two cents 
or less, and will last from two to three 
years in any kind of weather, being 
printed on an exceedingly tough and 
pliable box board, which is afterward 
covered fwith paraffine wax, making it 
rain and weather proof. This method of 
advertising is probably just as effective 
as hand painted signs, and is infinitely 
cheaper. Every sign tacked up of 
course is not allowed to remain, but it 
is surprising the number that are, and 
should they not be desirable to the 
owner of the property on which they are 
placed, the cost of removing them is 
nothing but a moment’s labor. 





Kearny (Neb.) Flour Mills: Flour 
trade is almost at a standstill. Nothing 
doing foreign. Our neighbors ‘‘across 
the pond’? will hardly answer our 
cables. We are working local trade for 
all there is in it, trusting that condi- 
tions will change soon. Demand for 
feed is good, but we are storing for bet- 
ter prices. Wheat is coming in freely. 
Weather fine, and winter wheat crop 
looks good. 





A scarcity of freight cars is being felt 
by railroads operating eastward from 
Chicago. 
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Where there’s a will there’s a lawsuit. 

There was a young miller named Mc. 

Who decided short weight he would Pc. 

The buyer was mad 

And said, “Mc. bedad, 

You can take every Sc. of it Be.” 
—Bath Mitts. 





Christmas Cheer 


We learn that many members of the 
trade were well remembered at Christ- 
mas time. Some of those who received 
presents were the following: 


John Kern, Milwaukee, an original: 


copy of the song ‘tHoch soll er leben.’’ 

ohn M. Turner, Hamburg, Germany, 
a water color of a gentleman suffering 
from sea sickness. 

William Smiley, Le Mars, lowa, a 
miniature model of the city of Defiance, 
Iowa. 

Frank H. Blodgett, Janesville, Wis., 
an order for flour from Chicago, with a 
profit on it. 

C. L. Cutter, Toledo, Ohio, a message 
from John W. Heywood saying that he 
will meet Mr. Cutter in New Yorkin a 
week. 

Charles Manegold, Milwaukee, a deed 
to his brewery. 

W. C. Ellis, St. Louis,a balance in 
the Federation treasury. 

Faustin Prinz, Milwaukee, a new oil 
painting. 

‘tarry’? Kennedy, Chicago, an inter- 
est in an air ship with ample room for 
a bureau. 

George N. Roberts, Omaha, eight 
new subscribers and acharter for his 
new insurance company. 

B. A. Eckhart, Chicago, a bunch of 
golf sticks. 

Charles L. Roos, Kansas City, a long 
letter from Peter Derlien. 

George Urban, Buffalo, an order for 
10,000 bags of his granular flour. 

Clement B. Stern, Milwaukee, inqui- 
ee from ten thousand babies wanting 

ibs. 

Robert S. Johnston, Chicago, a written 
statement from John Fraser that the 
new mill will be ready to start Feb. 15. 

Herbert Bradley, New York, a bunch 
of new foreign post cards and a fire- 
proof dog. 

E. E. Perry, Indianapolis, a state- 
ment showing no losses forthe month 
of December. 

E. P. Bronson, Chicago, a lease for a 
modern home. 

David Stott, Detroit, eight new cus- 
tomers. 

Henry L. Little, Minneapolis, an in- 
side rate to all eastern points. 

E. J. Lachmann, Neenah, an appli- 
cation from a Wisconsin miller to join 
the state millers” association. 

August J. Bulte, Kansas City, a mes- 
sage from a flour buyer that ‘his last 
offer on flour was too high. 

‘*Uncle Charlie’? Espenschied, St. 
Louis, a new pair of scales for weigti:- 
ing gluten. 

J. F. Harrison, Milwaukee, an order 
for a new thousand-barrel mill without 
a competitor knowing of it. 

David Anderson, Noblesville, Ind., 
a new hat from friends in Indianapolis. 

—Heimer. 





Mother Hubbard Up to Date 





Old Mother Hubbard, she went to the 

cupboard 
To fetch her poor dog a bone, 

But when she got there the cupboard 
(only contained remnants of cold 
Shredded Cheapa Vita Breakfast 
Food, Olive Oil and Peanuts), 

And so the poor dog had none, 


She went to the baker’s to buy him some 
(wholemeal) bread, 

But when she came back (it is unneces- 
sary to state after the preceding 
verse that) 

The poor dog lay dead. 





She went to the joiner’s to buy him a 
coffin (her next door neighbor, a 
christian scientist, having heard 
her unnecessary lamentation, in 
the meantime had come in, and 
seeing the poor animal prone on 
the floor had read extracts to him 
from Mrs. Eddy’s latest book on 
the influence of mind over matter, 
with the natural result that) 

When she came back, 

The dog was a-laughin’. 





She went to the barber’s to buy him a 


wig. 

But when she came back (he having 
picked up a copy of ‘tThe Cult of 
Beauty” had found that by mas- 
saging the muscles of the scalp of 
your head for twenty minutes 
every two hours and a half, you 
will produce not only a smile, but 
hair that won’t come off, in the 
exuberance of his joy) 

Was dancing a jig. 





The dame made a courtesy, 
The dog made a bow; 

The dame said: ‘*Your servant,’’ (a 
term which this faithful friend of 
man, being a member of several 
trades unions, took exception to 
as an obsolete term, so after tak- 
ing a brief resume of his princi- 
ples and convictions, and having 
dwelt on the fact that though he 
had devoted all the hours of his 


\ 








a-\e 





day which were not claimed by 
his rest cure to a develop-your- 
muscle - eat-less - beauty-for-us-all- 
strenuous-life, he had been, still 
was, and always would be a plain, 
good - hearted - street - car - riding- 
common-or-garden dog and could 
never hope to bethe editor of a 
ladies’ paper, or an advertisement 
for anyone’s complexion soap, 
with a sigh of profound relief and 
happy resignation), 
The dog said, tt Bow-wow.”’ 
—Brooklyn Life. 





The Minister’s Reply 


It is said thata Hillsdale minister 
who goes to church from his home in a 
carriage on Sundays received an anony- 
mous letter recently calling his atten- 
tion to the fact that the Lord never rode 
to church inacarriage. The minister 
read the letter from the pulpit and then 
said: 

‘If the writer will come to me next 
pee properly saddled and bridled, 
I will be glad to follow the Lord’s ex- 
ample, and come to church as He en- 
tered the city of Jerusalem.’’—Reading 
Hustler. 
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Special Notices 








HELP WANTED 








\ ANTED — COMPETENT ENGINEER, 

one accustomed to Allis-Corliss en- 
gine work, who can furnish first-class refer- 
ences. Apply D. D. 507, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 





Vy ANTED—A LIVE MAN IN PHILA- 

delphia to sell the product of a north- 
western mill of 1,200 bbls daily capacity, 
making a flour of unsurpassed merit. Ad- 
dress Smith, 361, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


\ ANTED— FOR OUR NEW HARD 

wheat mill several experienced, ener- 
getic and reliable salesmen, mainly for 
eastern and Ohio markets; none other need 
apply; give references and detailed experi- 
ence. Marcus Bernheimer Milling & Mer- 
cantile Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


ANTED—EXPERIENCED SALESMAN 

to sell spring wheat flourin northern 
Illinois or southern Michigan. Must have 
an acquaintance with the trade. State age; 








married or single. Give references. Ad- 
dress No , care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 





OR SALE—A FIRST-CLASS FLOUR 
and oatmeal mill combined. Will sell 

all or one-half interest to the right party; lo- 
cated in a good town on three railroads, 
plenty of wheat, and located in the best oat 
country in the world. Address R. C.Co. 
502, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 








SITUATIONS WANTED 








A GOOD ENGINEER WITH TEN 
years’ experience wants position in 
country mill. Address T. H. 506, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 


ANTED- POSITION AS BOOKKEEPER 
and wheat buyerin a mill of 200 to 
800-bbl capacity. Have had extensive ex- 
perience as both and can furnish best of 
references as to my ability and character. 
Address J. J. 386, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 


\ ANTED—POSITION AS HEAD MILL- 

er. Will guarantee to make from 85 to 
98 per cent patent flour equal to Minne- 
apolis patent, with an up-to-date 200-bbl (or 
over) mill; plansifter preferred. Al refer- 
ences. Nearly 12 years at last place. Ad- 
om W.S. Bonnard, 1022 Greene St., Boone, 
owa. 


ANTED—POSITION BY YOUNG MAN 
of 23, as miller in mill of from 50 to 
300-bbl capacity, or second in larger plant. 
Have had nine years’ experience and want 
a steady job at fair wages. Am willing 
worker. Speak German and Scandinavian. 
Address Louis Wagner, care C. J. Wagner, 
Wakanda, 8. D. 


V JANTED—EMPLOYMENT IN MILL IN 

city or country, by young miller from 
Scandinavia. Can speak English fairly well. 
Understands roller system, and is willing to 
work for moderate wages. A place where 
he can make himself usefuland have steady 
work desired. Jens Peterson, 303 8. 5th St., 
Minneapolis. 


ANTED—BY A THOROUGHLY EX- 
perienced head miller, a change in 
either soft or hard wheat mill of from 400 to 
3,000 bbls capacity. A more southern loca- 
tion preferred. Am at present engaged in 
one of the Minneapolis mills. No second- 
miller position desired. Best references. 
Address B. Miller, No. 302 Ninth St. South, 
Minneapolis. 


WANTED-—SITUATION AY A PRACTI- 
cal miller In a mill of any capacity. 
Have had 12 years’ practical experience in 
grinding both hard and soft wheat. Have 
handled both ree! and sifter systems. Un- 
derstand custom and merchant milling. Am 
married, thirty-one years old; first-class 
references. Can come at once. Will go any- 
where. Please state wages. Address C. G. 
Ardinger, Red Lake Falls, Minn. 


ANTED—BY A FIRST-CLASS MILLER 
a position as head miller in a mill of 
from 150 bbls to 1,000, or as second miller in 
alarge one. Have had 18 years’ experience 
as head miller or second in big mills; good 
references as to ability and character: 
strictly honest and sober; good reason for 
leaving. Please state in first letter salary 
and capacity of the mill. Address: Rouge 
511, Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


WANTED—SITUATION AS HEAD MILL- 

er in 150 to 500-bb1 mill or second mill- 
er in a large mill. I am thoroughly com- 
petent to handle any modern mill on winter 
wheat, hard or soft, Ican produce Al rec- 
ommendations from prominent millers as 
to character and ability. Will guarantee to 
bring up any mill to the very highest effi- 
ciency. I have had 30 years’ experience with 
good success: have held one position 20 
years. Address, Jeff Clark, 303 North 7th 
St., Richmond, Ind. 


ANTED—POSITION, BY CHIEF EN- 
gineer with a good firm-that appre- 
ciates good engineer work. Have had 18 
years’ experience with different kinds of 
engines and can gurantee best results ob- 
tainable from fuel and machinery. Also 
understand electricity and can take charge 
of electric light plant. Can guarantee satis- 
faction. Have full kit of tools and do my 
own repair work. Can come on short no- 
tice; well recomended. Am married and 
have family. Address Jas. P. Larson, Box 
812, Benson, Minn. 
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W ANTED~—A POSITION AS HEADMIL L- | 

erina mill of from 200 to 1,000 bbls 
capacity. Have followed milling from my 
youth on and fully understand all its de- | 
tails. With a good mill and a fair quality of | 
wheat I guarantee yields, quality and per- | 
centages to be second to none on either | 
hard or soft wheat, Would prefer Minne- 
sota, Wisconsin or lowa but would consider 
good proposition from anywhere, Am just 
in the prime of life and a hustler for good 
results. Nothing under $80.00 per month 
will be considered Address Headmiller 
878, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 


W ANTED=-—POSITION AS HEAD MILL- 

er ina mill of 100 to 800-bbl capacity, 
by an up-to-date head miller who has had 18 
years’ experience in charge of mills of that 
size. Have had wide experience with both 
hard and soft wheat and the reel and sifter 
systems of milling. Can refer to former em- 
ployers or give letters of recommendations 
asto ability and character. Am married; 
strictly temperate. Would prefer Ohio 
valley or central states, but would consider 
a good proposition from anywhere. Please 
state salary. Could come on short notice. 
Address C.W. 379, care Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis. 








MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 





oR. SALE—ON EASY 

nesota mill of 175 bbls, county 
1,500 population: fine schools. 
wheat and plenty of it from 
wagons. Twenty miles from nearest mill. 
New Corliss engine. Address Box 28, Far- 
go, N. D. 


TERMS: MIN- 





YOR SALE— AT LOW PRICE 50-BBL 
water power roller mill in good repair 

with good feed-grinding equipment. Situ- 
ated in Waukesha county, Wisconsin; ex- 
cellent farming country and has good cus- 








tom trade. Address Miller, 1717 Vliet St., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
MISCELLANEOUS 








OR SALE—ONE 16x27 BUCKEYE EN- 
gine, style B tange back, in first-class 
condition. Also a number of Allis round 
reels and round scalpers. David Stott, De- 
troit, Mich. 





‘OR SALE—SECOND-HAND STEAM 
engines—One 12”’x30” right-hand Twin 
City Corliss engine; one 28’’x60” left-hand 
Brown automatic engine. All the above are 
in good condition—were taken in exchange 
and will be sold at low prices. Minneapolis 
Steel & Machinery Co., Minneapolis, Minn. 


W ANTED — ACTIVE AND RELIABLE 

parties in principal cities inthe states 
of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New 
York, Virginia and Pennsylvania west of 
Harrisburg to take exclusive account of a 
first-class spring wheat mill of 1200-bbl ca- 
pacity ona commission of ten cents per bbl. 
Address D 381, care Northwestern Miller. 


WANTE {D—EXCLU SIV E AGENCY FOR 

New York City and vicinity of up-to- 
date spring wheat mill of at least 500 bbls. 
Have established trade with jobbers, whole- 
sale grocers and large bakers. Have agency 
for the largest winter wheat mill in United 
States. References. Address X. Y. Z. 889, 
care Northwestern Miller, A7 Produce Ex- 
change, New York City. 


OR SALE CHEAP — SECOND 
flour-mill machinery as follows: 5 
Allis round reels; 37x20 4-roller mills, Bar- 
nard & Leas; 119x142 pair high feed mill; 1 
9x18 4-roller Allis mill; 1 20-inch French buhr 
mill; 1 Cranson scourer; 1 cob crusher; 8 
Cyclone dust collectors. We will trade for 
any machinery you have. The A. Harris 
Machinery Co., 24th Ave., 8. E. and Universi- 
Minneapolis. 














HAND 


seat; | 
Splendid | 
farmers’ | 


| 


FRE RE roe. 
ENVELOPES Paves’. svinne of 


SAMPLE ENVELOPES 

"hey are made from cloth-lined paper, and are ap- 
on “l by the postal authorities. Also sample en- 
velopes of best rope paper stock for grain and mill 
products, cereals, seeds, merchandise, catalogues 
etc. NORTHWESTERN ENVELOPE Co., Minneapolis 


COCKROACHES 


can be exterminated from mill, 
warehouse and bakery with 


DEAD SHOT 


odorless and harmless to flour. 
B. Howakp SMITH, manufac- 
turer, Kansas City, Mo., Presi- 
dent Smith Steam Baking Co. 











E HAVE A NEW PATENTED 
process, for producing typewrit- 
ten circulars, which cannot be 
distinguished from those written 
on the typewriter. You can save 
time and money by letting us 
print them. 


HAHN 6 HARMON, 
118 South Sixth Street. MINNEAPOLIS. 


THE HUMPHREY 


Employees’ Elevator 


THE HUMPHREY ELE- 
VATOR MEANS MORE FRE- 
QUENT INSPECTION OF 
THE MILL. That means that 
little things are not allowed to 
go wrong until ‘next trip.” 

Little things run up into big 
money, in a mill. The best 
millers know it—have you con- 
sidered it? 


S. K. HUMPHREY. 
53 STATE ST., 
BOSTON, MASS. 


The Model Roller Mill 


Send us ten pounds of wheat and 
we will mill and analyse it, and 
then you can tell how to make the 
proper mixture and keep your 
flour up to standard. 

"e are making these analyses 
for some of the largest mills and 
grain houses in the country. 

All kinds of tests conducted. 
Write us. 


THE COLUMBUS LABORATORIES 


SCHOOL OF MILLING AND 
BAKING TECHNOLOGY 
103 STATE STREET. CHICAGO, ILL. 


IT’S UP TO YOU 


Advertise your business by tacking 
cardson the des of your carload 
shipments. The ‘Hoosier’ Water 
Proof car card is the most dur- 
able reasonable-priced sign made. 


Cc. F. GARDNER PRINTING COMPANY, 
“Hoosier” Sign Works, Princeton, Ind. 


























Three Round Reels 
For Sale. 


EVERETT, 
AUGHENBAUGH & CO., 
WASECA, MINN. 


The Meyercord Co. 


— ae 


OPALESCENT 
TRANSFER PROCESS 
for window advertising. 
FUEL CO., 
SHIPPERS OF COAL. 


Special attention given 
to elevator and milling 
trade. Distributing 
docks at all principa! 
lake ports. 45 So. 4thSt. 


MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 
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COOPEKAGE. _ 
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MANUFAOTURERS OF AND DEALERS IN 


STAVES, HOOPS AND 


HEADING 


GLADSTONE, MICH. 
BRANCH OFFICE, 503 GUARANTY BLDG., MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
Telephone 1092. 


Mills at: { Gladstone, Munising, 


Iron River, Escanaba, } atten. 


SHIP TO ANY TERRITORY. 





TINDLE & JACKSON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Mills in 
Michigan 
and 


Wisconsin. 


HOOPS, STAVES, HEADING. 


Northwestern Office, 
601 Guaranty Loan Bldg., 
Minneapolis, Minn 
G. W. CRITTEN, Agt., Tel. 1092. 


Also Hard-Wood Lumber and Broom- Handles. 


Quality Second to None. 


Address Main Office, BUFFALO, N. a a 





H. N. SAYLOR COOPERAGE CO., 


Flour Barrel Cooperage Stock a Specialty. 


107 South Jéth St., 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 





E. HENNING 


Flour Staves, Heading, Hoops and 

Cooperage of all kinds. Hickory 

Flour barrel hoops a specialty. 
154 Lake Street, 


M. TAAFFE, Mer. CHICAGO, ILL. 


Buy Cooperage Direct! 


We can furnish you THE BEST FLOUR 
BARREL STOCK in straight or-matched 
ear lots, direct from our mills. Get our 
prices before buying. 


O. J. Hix, Pres. Ozark Cooperage Co 


F.S. CHARLOT, Vice Pres. 
L. M. PRESTON, Sec’y. Kansas City, Mo. 





W. B. JUDD 


200 Flour Exchange. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


Southern Cooperage 


Write me and I can save you money on barrel stock. 





WE MAKE A SPECIALTY OF 
Cooper Shaved 

Hickory Flour and ship 
Barrel Hoops them to any 


territory. 
KENTUCKY COOPERAGE CO., 
Main office & warehouse, EVANSVILLE, IND. 


Write us 
for prices. 








American Steel & Wire Co. 


CHICAGO NEW YORK 


DENVER SAN FRANCISCO 


WIRE HOOPS FOR SLACK COOPERAGE. 


Northwestern office 518 Endicott Bldg. ——— 


—— ST. PAUL, MINN. 





made. 


OR CATALOGUE, 





McCormick Turbine. 


On Vertical or Horizontal Shaft. 


Gives a higher percentage of useful effect than any other Turbine 
All sizes, right and left hand, are built from patterns per- 
fected under systematic tests in the Holyoke Testing Flume. 
Parties having power plants which are unsatisfactory, and those 
contemplating the improvement of powers will find it to their 
interest to confer with us. 


STATE REQUIREMENTS AND SEN 


S, MORGAN SMITH v0, York, Fa. 


176 Federal St., Boston, Mass. 





THE EXPORTER’S GUIDE=HINTS ON EXPORTING 


© Invaluabie to the beginner in the export trade and very useful to 


the experienced. @ Any 


mill owner who is a subscriber 


to the 


Northwestern Miller can secure a copy of it by simply asking for it. 


SIXTH EDITION. 


THE NORTHWESTERN MILLER, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 





ANTED — Capable Ohio, 
Indiana or Illinois man to 
take management of flour and 
corn mill with combined capa- 
city of 1,000 barrels. Must 
control trade and have best 
references. Address Milling 
Co., 376, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 








OVEN LEATHER Li} 


pe. ge Louis, oe ‘ 
THE AMERICAN MFG, CO. 


65 WALLST., NEW YORK, 
willsend youfree“A LITTLE BLUE 
Book” on KoOPE TRANSMISSION, 























Ze asesn NG NERS" 


INVINCIBLE 


N eRS 
Frio! CHS out pats prot? 


NVINCIBLE GRAIN CLEANER C2 
pa SILVER CREEK. NY 





Strong & Northway Mfg. Co 
Northwestern Agents, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 


MANY VOLUMES ARE MISSING, ISSUES AND PAGES 


ARE MISSING OR MUTILATED. 


THIS IS THE BEST COPY AVAILABLE FOR 
MICROFILMING. 





